MINUTES
REGULAR COUNCIL Meeting

7:00 PM - Tuesday, March 16, 2021
Zoom Meeting

The REGULAR COUNCIL of the City of Ypsilanti was called to order on Tuesday, March 16,
2021, at 7:00 PM, in the Zoom Meeting, with the following members present:

PRESENT: Council Member Jennifer Symanns (Washtenaw County, City of
Ypsilanti), Council Member Steven Wilcoxen (Washtenaw County, City of
Ypsilanti), Mayor Pro-Tem Nicole Brown (Washtenaw County, City of
Ypsilanti), Mayor Lois Richardson (Washtenaw County, City of Ypsilanti),
Council Member Anthony Morgan (Delaware County, Indiana), Council
Member Annie Somerville (Washtenaw County, City of Ypsilanti), and Mr.
Brian Jones-Chance (Washtenaw County, City of Ypsilanti)

ABSENT: Mayor Pro-Tem (9:13 P.M. — 10:15 P.M.)

l. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M.

Il. ROLL CALL
.  AGENDA APPROVAL

The agenda was approved as submitted. Council Member Steve Wilcoxen
moved, seconded by Council Member Jennifer Symanns. On a voice vote the
motion carried.

IV. FOIA APPEAL -6:30 - 7:00 PM

A. Resolution No. 2021-050, either approving or denying the FOIA denial appeal of
James Niswender.

Council Member Steven Wilcoxen moved, seconded by Council Member
Annie Somerville, to deny Resolution No. 2021-050

IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that:

After hearing the presentations and considering the FOIA requests and
the denial notices and considering the FOIA act and the facts and

circumstances of the matter, it is hereby resolved that:

The FOIA appeal of James Niswender is denied.



RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Steven Wilcoxen

SECONDER: Council Member Annie Somerville

AYES: Steven Wilcoxen, Annie Somerville, Lois Richardson, Anthony Morgan, Brian
Jones-Chance, and Jennifer Symanns

ABSENT: Nicole Brown

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (3 MINUTES)

One member from the public spoke.

VI. PRESENTATIONS
A. Equal Pay Day Proclamation - Mayor Richardson.

B. AAATA - Service Restoration Proposal - Forest Yang, Deputy CEO, Planning
and Innovation

C. Route to a Smart City - Jason Dixon, CEO Strategic Alliance Community
Development Corporation.

Council Member Symanns moved to have the City Manager and Staff to
evaluate this program.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Jennifer Symanns

SECONDER: Council Member Steven Wilcoxen

AYES: Steven Wilcoxen, Nicole Brown, Lois Richardson, Brian Jones-Chance,
Jennifer Symanns, and Annie Somerville

ABSENT: Anthony Morgan

D. Extending the dates of the Street Closure - David Roberts (15 minutes)

VIl. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Approving the vacation of alley running from S Washington St to S Huron St, south of
Buffalo St.
A. Resolution No. 2021-051, determination.
B. Open public hearing One member from the public spoke.
C. Resolution No. 2021-052, close public hearing.

Council Member Jennifer Symanns moved, seconded by Council Member
Annie Somerville, to approve Resolution No. 2021-051

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

WHEREAS, the City has an interest in protecting the health, safety, and

welfare of the community: and

WHEREAS, the City has an ordinance, City Code Chapter 94, providing
for the procedure for vacating a public alley; and




WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the alley vacation in
regard to land use, neighborhood needs, and safety, and held a public
hearing; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended City Council adopt
the proposed alley vacation;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ypsilanti City Council
adopt the alley vacation entitled “Vacation of alley between S Huron
and S Washington, south of Buffalo.”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City and utility authorities shall

retain and reserve within the former alley an easement for installation
and maintenance of utilities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT properties at 406 S Huron, 408 S
Huron, 109 Buffalo, and 113 Buffalo shall retain access to the former

alley through a shared-use easement, to ensure no access is deterred.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT access to the former alley shall not be
restricted within 20 feet along the S Washington and S Huron

frontages.
RESULT: DEFEATED.
MOVER: Council Member Jennifer Symanns
SECONDER: Council Member Annie Somerville
AYES: Jennifer Symanns, Annie Somerville, and Brian Jones-Chance
NAYS: Steven Wilcoxen, Nicole Brown, Lois Richardson, and Anthony Morgan

Council Member Jennifer Symanns moved, seconded by Council Member
Brian Jones-Chance, to approve Resolution No. 2021-052

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

That the public hearing to consider an ordinance titled “Vacation of
alley between S Huron and S Washington, south of Buffalo” be officially

closed.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Jennifer Symanns

SECONDER: Council Member Brian Jones-Chance

AYES: Brian Jones-Chance, Jennifer Symanns, Steven Wilcoxen, Nicole Brown, Lois
Richardson, Anthony Morgan, and Annie Somerville

Approving an application a Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Grant for
funds to help construct an accessible fishing and canoe/kayak facilities in the north end
of Frog Island.

A. Open public hearing.

B. Resolution No. 2021-053, close public hearing.

Council Member Brian Jones-Chance moved, seconded by Council Member
Steven Wilcoxen, to approve resolution No. 2021-053



RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

THAT the public hearing for an application to the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources Natural Resources Trust Fund for the Frog Island

Trailhead Project by officially closed.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER;: Council Member Brian Jones-Chance

SECONDER: Council Member Steven Wilcoxen

AYES: Steven Wilcoxen, Brian Jones-Chance, Nicole Brown, Lois Richardson,
Anthony Morgan, Jennifer Symanns, and Annie Somerville

VIIl. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Resolution No. 2021-054, approving the Consent Agenda.

Council Member Jennifer Symanns moved, seconded by Council Member
Annie Somerville, to approve Resolution No. 2021-054

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

That the following items be approved:

1. Resolution No. 2021-055, approving the minutes of March 2,
2021.

2. Resolution No. 2021-056, declaring March as Reading Month in
the City of Ypsilanti.

3. Resolution No. 2021-057, approving the purchase of a 2021 Ford
Police Interceptor SUV.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Jennifer Symanns

SECONDER: Council Member Annie Somerville

AYES: Jennifer Symanns, Annie Somerville, Steven Wilcoxen, Nicole Brown, Lois
Richardson, Anthony Morgan, and Brian Jones-Chance

B. Resolution No. 2021-055, approving the minutes of March 2, 2021.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

THAT the minutes of March 16, 2021 be approved.

C. Resolution No. 2021-056, declaring March as Reading Month in the City of
Ypsilanti.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

WHEREAS, literacy is a learned skill that is improved through practice
and reqular reading; and




WHEREAS, public and school libraries play an important role in
helping children learn to read and gain critical information literacy
skills by providing easy and free access to books and other

information on a wide range of topics; and

WHEREAS, the reading of books with children improves children’s
language, cognitive, and literacy skills;

WHEREAS, research demonstrates that reading aloud with children is
the single most important activity for helping them become

successful readers; and

WHEREAS, quality children’s books and the continued efforts of
educators, parents, and volunteer reading partners can instill a love
of reading that will last a lifetime; and

WHEREAS, school reading programs provide students with a chance
to improve their reading skills and take pleasure in stories; and

WHEREAS, , such programs have a profound and lasting positive
impact on a child’s life through improved reading comprehension,
motivation, and achievement, as well as improved overall academic

performance, classroom behavior, self-confidence, and social skills;
and

WHEREAS, all people of the United States can help celebrate the
importance of reading by donating children's books, volunteering to

read to and mentor young students, and supporting public policies
aimed at improving literacy rates.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of
Ypsilanti designate March as Reading Month and encourage all

residents to expose community youth to literature.

Resolution No. 2021-057, approving the purchase of a 2021 Ford Police
Interceptor SUV.

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:
WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti Police Department desires to replace

one (1) Patrol Vehicle with 2021 Ford Police Interceptor SUVs, and

WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti Police Department has been allocated
funds through the MML Insurance fund for the purpose of purchasing

this vehicle, and

WHEREAS, Gorno Ford of Woodhaven, Michigan has provided State of
Michigan bid pricing in the amount of $34,871.50.




IX.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief of Police be authorized

to sign all necessary documents needed to execute the vehicle
purchase.

RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS
A.

Resolution No. 2021-058, approving the submission of a Natural Resources Trust
Grant application to the MDNR for the purposes of the construction of accessible
fishing and canoe/kayak facilities.

Council Member Jennifer Symanns moved, seconded by Council Member
Annie Somerville, to approve Resolution No. 2021-058

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

WHEREAS, the City strongly supports safe and equitable recreation access for

all of its residents and visitors; and

WHEREAS, the adopted Parks and Recreation Master Plan recognizes the

need for improved accessibility in our parks, particularly Frog Island Park;
and

WHEREAS, Frog Island presents a nexus between the Border to Border Trail,
part of the Iron Belle Trail, and the Huron River Water Trail; and

WHEREAS, the parking and stormwater drainage facilities serving Frog Island
need to be upgraded to meet current accessibility standards and protect the

water quality of the Huron River; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the City Council hereby authorizes
the submission of a development application to the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Natural Resources Trust Fund in the amount of up to

$500,000 for the Frog Island Trailhead Project, to be matched by sources to

be determined, including private donations, City funds, and other public grant

support.
RESULT: CARRIED.
MOVER: Council Member Jennifer Symanns
SECONDER: Council Member Annie Somerville
AYES: Jennifer Symanns, Annie Somerville, Steven Wilcoxen, Nicole Brown, Lois
Richardson, Anthony Morgan, and Brian Jones-Chance

Council Member Annie Somerville moved, seconded by Council Member
Brian Jones-Chance,

The meeting recessed at 6:52 P.M. The meeting reconvened at 7:00 P.M.

A motion was made to extend the meeting to 11:00 P.M. Council Member
Annie Somerville moved, seconded by Mr. Brian Jones-Chance.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Annie Somerville

SECONDER: Council Member Brian Jones-Chance




Resolution No. 2021-058A, amending the special event street closure to April 1,
2021 to November 1, 2021. (added)

Council Member Annie Somerville moved, seconded by Council Member
Jennifer Symanns, to approve Resolution No. 2021-058A

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has hit the City of Ypsilanti and our
businesses extremely
hard; and

WHEREAS, public health guidance indicates that outdoor dining is safer
than indoor

dining and consumers preferred these outdoor spaces in 2020; and

WHEREAS, the city seeks to assist in the recovery of our small
businesses and help encourage best practices that support our local
economy; and

WHEREAS, the unique conditions of Downtown and its stakeholders
offers an opportunity for a longer street closure; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Ypsilanti City Council
amends the special event permit closing North Washington Street from
Pearl to Michigan Avenue from April 1, 2021 until November 1, 2021.
The closures would remain in effect during overnight hours. Live
amplified music is only permitted on Fridays and Saturdays until 10pm.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Annie Somerville

SECONDER: Council Member Jennifer Symanns

AYES: Steven Wilcoxen, Nicole Brown, Lois Richardson, Brian Jones-Chance,
Jennifer Symanns, and Annie Somerville

NAYS: Anthony Morgan

Resolution No. 2021-059, approving membership to Michigan Liquid Assets Fund
Plus (MILAF).

Council Member Anthony Morgan moved, seconded by Council Member
Steven Wilcoxen, to approve Resolution No. 2021-059

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

WHEREAS, Public Act 20 of 1943, MCLA 129.91, et seq, as amended
("Public Act 20"), authorizes the Local Unit to invest surplus funds in

certain permissible investments; and

WHEREAS, the Surplus Funds Investment Pool Act, Act No. 367 of the
Public Acts of 1982, MCL 129.11, et seq, as amended, authorizes
political subdivisions organized under the laws of the State of
Michigan, including counties, cities, villages, townships, school districts




and other authorities (collectively "Political Subdivisions") to invest

surplus funds in certain investment pools; and

WHEREAS, the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, 1967 PA 4, Ex, Sess. No.

7, MCLA 124.501, et seq., as amended, provides that two or more
Political Subdivisions may jointly cooperate in the exercise or in the
performance of their respective governmental functions, powers or
responsibilities and may enter into such joint agreements as may be
deemed appropriate for such purposes when such agreements have
been adopted by all such cooperating Political Subdivisions; and

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Trust (Interlocal Agreement), as

amended, and an Information Statement relating to the Michigan
Liquid Asset Fund Plus (the “"Fund”) have been presented to this

council; and

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Trust, as amended, authorizes Political

Subdivisions to adopt and enter into the Declaration of Trust and
become participants of the Fund; and

WHEREAS, this Council deems it advisable for the Local Unit to adopt

and enter into the Declaration of Trust and become a participant of the
Fund for the purpose of the joint investment of the Local Unit's money

and those of other Political Subdivisions so as to enhance the
investment earnings accruing to each Political Subdivisions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:
1. The Local Unit shall join with other Political Subdivisions in

accordance with the provisions of Public Act 20, the Surplus

Funds Investment Pool Act and the Urban Cooperation Act of

1967, as such laws are applicable, by becoming a participant of a

Fund in entering into the Declaration of Trust, which Declaration
of Trust is adopted by reference thereto with the same effect as if

it had been set out verbatim in this resolution. A copy of the
Declaration of Trust shall be filed with the minutes of the

meeting at which this resolution was adopted.

2. The Local Unit is hereby authorized to invest its available funds

from time to time and to withdraw such funds from time to time

in accordance with the provisions of the Declaration of Trust. The
following officers and officials of the Local Unit are authorized to

take such actions and execute any and all such documents as

they may deem necessary and appropriate to effectuate the entry

by the Local Unit into the Declaration of Trust and the adoption
thereof by the Local Unit.

Name

Title

Frances McMullan

City Manager




Andrew Hellenga City Clerk

Rheagan Basabica Finance
Director/Treasurer

3. The following offices and officials of the Local Unit and their
respective successors in office each are hereby designated as

“Authorized Officials” with full power and authority to effectuate the
investment and withdrawal of monies of the Local Unit from time to

time in accordance with the Declaration of Trust.

Name Title

Frances McMullan City Manager

Andrew Hellenga City Clerk

Rheagan Basabica Finance
Director/Treasurer

The Secretary of the Council shall advise the Fund of any changes in

authorized officials in accordance with procedures established by the
Fund.

1. The Trustees of the Fund are hereby designated as having official

custody of the Local Unit’s monies which are invested in
accordance with the Declaration of Trust.

2. Authorization is hereby given for members of this Council and
officials of the Local Unit to serve as Trustees of the Fund from

time to time if elected as such pursuant to the Declaration of
Trust.

3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict
with the provisions of this resolution being the same are hereby

rescinded.
RESULT: CARRIED.
MOVER: Council Member Anthony Morgan
SECONDER: Council Member Steven Wilcoxen
AYES: Steven Wilcoxen, Anthony Morgan, Lois Richardson, Brian Jones-Chance,
Jennifer Symanns, and Annie Somerville
ABSENT: Nicole Brown

Resolution No. 2021-060, requesting the Michigan State Legislature to approve
Senate Bill 207 to sunset no reason virtual meetings on June 30, 2021.

Council Member Annie Somerville moved, seconded by Council Member
Brian Jones-Chance, to approve Resolution No. 2021-060

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, the COIVD-19 Pandemic has touched every individual living
in this city, county, state, country, and planet; and




Whereas, the Center for Disease Control has advised that wearing a

mask and keeping socially distance will help stop the spread of COVID-
19; and

Whereas, Washtenaw County reported 633 new cases of COVID-19 the

week of March 4, 2021, with 125 of those diagnosis being in the 48197
and 48198 Zip Codes; and

Whereas, the Michigan Legislature and Governor have amended the

Open Meetings Act to allow for no reason virtual meetings until March
31, 2021; and

Whereas, upon its expiration public bodies throughout the state will be
forced to begin meeting in person, creating a risk to public health; and

Whereas, the fear of exposure might limit the public’s desire to
participate in public meetings lowering its involvement in the decision

making process at the local level, creating less transparency, the very
reason for sunshine laws such as the Open Meetings Act; and

Now therefore be it resolved that the Ypsilanti City Council implore the
Michigan State Legislature to adopt Senate Bill 207 and Governor

Whitmer sign it to law, allowing for no reason virtual meetings until
June 30, 2021.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Ypsilanti City Council direct the
City Clerk to forward this resolution to the Michigan House, Michigan

Senate, the Office of the Governor, and the City’s Lobbyist.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Annie Somerville

SECONDER: Council Member Brian Jones-Chance

AYES: Brian Jones-Chance, Annie Somerville, Steven Wilcoxen, Lois Richardson,
Anthony Morgan, and Jennifer Symanns

ABSENT: Nicole Brown

Resolution No. 2021-061, honoring International Transgender Day of Visibility.

Council Member Steven Wilcoxen moved, seconded by Council Member
Annie Somerville, to approve Resolution No. 2021-061

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, the International Transgender Day of Visibility was founded
by US based transgender activist Rachel Crandall of Michigan in 2009;

and

Whereas, the purpose of Transgender Day of Visibility is a time to
celebrate transgender and non-binary people around the globe and
acknowledge the courage it takes to live openly and authentically; and



Whereas, activists use this day to bring awareness to the
discrimination and violence that trans people face; and

WHEREAS, the Human Rights Campaign recording forty-four deaths of
transgender and non-binary people in 2020 as a result of violence; and

WHEREAS, these victims, like all of us, were loving partners, parents,
family members, friends, and community members; and

WHEREAS, transgender and non-binary people face significant cultural,
legal, and economic challenges, but continue to bravely share their
stories, and push for equality; and

WHEREAS, it is on all of us to fight for change at every level and take
action to support trans gender and gender non-conforming people.

Now therefore be it resolved that the Ypsilanti City Council recognize

March 31, 2021 as International Transgender Visibility Day and vow to
continue the fight to achieve equality and inclusion for all people.

RESULT: CARRIED.

MOVER: Council Member Steven Wilcoxen

SECONDER: Council Member Annie Somerville

AYES: Steven Wilcoxen, Annie Somerville, Lois Richardson, Brian Jones-Chance,

and Jennifer Symanns
ABSTAINED: Anthony Morgan
ABSENT: Nicole Brown

Resolution No. 2021-062, authorizing the City Manager to approve a special
events application to allow the Annual Vintage Volkswagen Festival to occur in
Riverside Park on June 13, 2021.

Council Member Annie Somerville moved, seconded by Council Member
Jennifer Symanns, to approve Resolution No. 2021-062

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, the Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Club has submitted
application to hold its annual festival in Riverside Park on June 13,
2021, a month following the normal date of the first weekend in May
the festival is usually held; and

WHEREAS, in exchange for postponing their event they ask that the
City lower their rental fees to a class 2 level, lowering the fees by $200;
and

Whereas, the sponsors have agreed to adhere to social distancing an
mask protocols; and



Now therefore be it RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
YPSILANTI, THAT the City Manager is authorized to approve a special
events application, with contingencies, to allow the Annual Vintage
Volkswagen Festival to occur in Riverside Park on June 13, 2021.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Sponsors agree to monitor the public
and to comply with any additional measures as required by the City.

RESULT: DEFEATED.
MOVER: Council Member Annie Somerville
SECONDER: Council Member Jennifer Symanns
AYES: Annie Somerville
NAYS: Steven Wilcoxen, Lois Richardson, Anthony Morgan, and Brian Jones-Chance
ABSTAINED: Jennifer Symanns
ABSENT: - Nicole Brown
G. Discussion on returning to in-person meeting.

H. Scheduling Evaluations for the City Manager and City Clerk.

X.  LIAISON REPORTS

SEMCOG Update General Assembly on Thursday.

Washtenaw Area Transportation Study Meeting tomorrow.

Urban County None

Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority Meeting Thursday. W Cross
streetlights | summer movies.

Friends of Rutherford Pool Discussion about opening the pool. Now to
manage safety measures.

PwpndPE

o

Xl. COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS
Somerville
¢ Nothing
Symanns

¢ Thanked City Manager about violation compliant
e Issue with baring dog

Wilcoxen
e Facebook establish a community garden at Candy Cain Park. How
would you go about establishing.
o Parks and Rec has quidelines.
e Penn Dan- 2nd round of funding, Due to COVID there was a reduction
- update to public engagement.
Jones-Chance
e March 27 clean up of Parkridge park
¢ Question of large asset purchases
Morgan
e YPAC- March 25th new officers
Mr. Yapp
Athena Johnson- Plan to fill the seat
Fee schedule for permits (parkin

Meeting with Joe about potential update




Mayor Pro-Tem Brown
¢ Nothing

Xll.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR

Support for this
e Calling State of Emergency

Xlll.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER

e Thanked Council Member Wilcoxen for inviting her to join steering
committee.

XIV. COMMUNICATIONS
A. Departmental Budget Presentations - April 13, 2021 at 6:30 pm.

XV. ADJOURNMENT
A. Resolution No. 2021-063, adjourning the City Council Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:42 P.M.

B. Please click here to access the City Council Contact Form. This form can be used to
submit any comments/concerns you might have about this agenda.


https://www.cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Council-Member-Contact-Form-15/City-Council-Contact-Form-74

