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CITY OF YPSILANTI 
COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 

                                 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – ONE SOUTH HURON ST. 
YPSILANTI, MI  48197 

                         TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2014 

                         7:00 P.M. – OPEN SESSION 
                          

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – 

 

II. ROLL CALL – 

 
Council Member Jefferson P A Council Member Robb  P A 

Council Member Moeller  P A Council Member Vogt  P A 
Council Member Murdock P A Mayor Schreiber   P A 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson P A 
 

III. INVOCATION – 

 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – 

 
“I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the Republic for 

which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 
 

V. AGENDA APPROVAL – 

 
VI. INTRODUCTIONS – 

 
VII. PRESENTATIONS – 

 

Eastern Washtenaw Safety Alliance 
  

VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – 
 

IX. REMARKS BY THE MAYOR – 

 
X. MINUTES – 

 
Resolution No. 2014-196, approving minutes of August 7, 2014  

 
XI. ORDINANCES - FIRST READING  

Ordinance No. 1227   
1. Ordinance to Amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-454(b) of the Code of 

Ordinances to increase water rates by 3.5% within the City of Ypsilanti.  

 
A. Resolution No. 2014-197, determination 

B. Open Public Hearing 

C. Resolution No. 2014-198, close public hearing. 
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Ordinance No. 1228  

2. Ordinance to Amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-455(a) of the Code of 

Ordinances to increase sewage disposal service rates by 3.5% within the City of 
Ypsilanti. 

A. Resolution No. 2014-199, determination 

B. Open Public Hearing 
C. Resolution No. 2014-200, close public hearing. 

 
Ordinance No. 1229 

3. Ordinance to Amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-499 to decrease the 
restricted debt retirement and capital improvement fund surcharge on water and 

sewer service bills within the City of Ypsilanti by adding a surcharge of 65% to each 

water and sewage bill for billings to be deposited in a restricted debt retirement and 
capital improvements fund. 

 
A. Resolution No. 2014-201, determination 

B. Open Public Hearing 

C. Resolution No. 2014-202, close public hearing. 
 

 
XII. ORDINANCES – SECOND READING   

Ordinance No. 1230 
Ninde-River Alley Vacation 

A. Resolution No. 2014-203, determination 

B. Open Public Hearing 
C. Resolution No. 2014-204, close public hearing. 

 
XIII. CONSENT AGENDA –             Resolution No. 2014-205  

 

1. Resolution No. 2014-206, approving Ordinance No. 1226, an ordinance to adopt the 
International Property Maintenance Code, to amend Chapter 50 entitled, “Fire 

Prevention and Protection” by amending Article II, “Fire Prevention Code”, Section 
50-33, “Additions, Insertions, and Changes to update the rules regarding “Open 

Source Fires and Open Burnings”. (Second Reading) 

 
2. Resolution No. 2014-207, renewing agreement with Michigan Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) to maintain all state trunk lines and bridges within the City’s 
jurisdiction. 

 
3. Resolution No. 2014-208, designating official representative and alternate for the 

Michigan Municipal League (MML) Annual Convention.   

 
4. Resolution No. 2014-209, approving DDA Streetscape Agreement. 

 
XIV. RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS - 

 

1. Resolution No. 2014-210, approving a request to extend purchase agreement with 
Herman & Kittle LLC for purchase and development of 1.7 acres for family housing. 

  
2. Resolution No. 2014-211, approving OHM proposal for construction engineering for 

Phase I Prospect Road Priority Road Improvement Project (PRIP). 
 

3. Resolution No. 2014-212, awarding contract to Cadillac Asphalt, LLC for Phase I of 

the Prospect Road PRIP Project. 
 

4. Resolution No. 2014-213, approving LDFA extension. 
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XV. LIASON REPORTS – 

 
A. SEMCOG Update 

B. Washtenaw Area Transportation Study 

C. Washtenaw Metro Alliance 
D. Urban County 

E. Freight House 
 

XVI. COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS – 
 

XVII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR – 

 
XVIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER – 

 
XIX. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION - 

 

XX. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR - 
 

XXI. ADJOURNMENT – 
 

Resolution No. 2014-214, adjourning the Council meeting. 
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Resolution No. 2014 – 196 

September 2, 2014 
 

 
 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the Minutes of August 7, 2014 be approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:       
 
SUPPORTED BY:      
 
 
YES:   NO:         ABSENT:        VOTE:  
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CITY OF YPSILANTI 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – ONE SOUTH HURON ST. 
YPSILANTI, MI  48197 

                         THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2014 
                        7:00 P.M. – OPEN  SESSION 

                          
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. 

 
II. ROLL CALL – 

 
Council Member Jefferson Present  Council Member Robb  Present 
Council Member Moeller  Present   (7:20) Council Member Vogt  Present 

Council Member Murdock Present  Mayor Schreiber   Absent  
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Present 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson moved, supported by Council Member Vogt, to excuse the 
absence of Mayor Schreiber.  On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 
III. INVOCATION – 

 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – 
 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the Republic for 
which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

 
V. AGENDA APPROVAL – 

 

Council Member Murdock moved, supported by Council Member Robb, to add audience 
participation directly before the Charter Amendments and after Resolution 2014-183.  On 

a voice vote the motion carried. 
 

Agenda approved as amended. 

 
VI. INTRODUCTIONS – 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson introduced the following individuals; Assistant City Attorney 

Dan DuChene, City Attorney Jesse O’Jack, Finance Director Marilou Uy, DPS Director Stan 

Kirton, Fire Chief Max Antouard, Community Development Director Teresa Gillotti, and 
Chair of the Charter Commission Kim Hoppe. 

 
VII. PRESENTATIONS – 

 
1. CAFR Presentation – Edward Sell, Jr., City of Monroe Finance Director, GFOA State 

Representative 

2. Special Presentation on Eastern Washtenaw Safety Alliance – City Manager Ralph 
Lange 
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VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – 
 

1. Kim Hoppe, 1303 Grant St, stated that the Charter Commission acknowledge 

Council’s Authority to request charter amendments and are in complete support 
of Amendments 1-4, 6 and 8.  Ms. Hoppe stated that the Commission has 

concerns with Amendments 5 and 9 as it may reduce transparency.  Ms. Hoppe 
stated that Amendments 7 and 10 may have the unintended consequence of 

intimidating volunteer commission and board members.  Ms. Hoppe stated that 

adding too many amendments to the ballot may confuse voters causing them to 
vote no on all Amendments.  Ms. Hoppe concluded by repeating the support of 

the Commission for Amendments 1-4, 6 and 8. 
 

IX. REMARKS BY THE MAYOR – 
 

None 

 
X. MINUTES – 

 
Resolution No. 2014-172, approving minutes of July 8 and July 14, 2014.  

 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 

That the Minutes of July 8 and July 14, 2014 be approved. 
 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Moeller 
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked for the first paragraph of page 13in the July 8th minutes, be made 
clearer. 

 
On a voice vote, the minutes were approved as amended. 

 

XI. ORDINANCES - FIRST READING  
Ordinance No. 1226  

1. Ordinance to Amend the Ypsilanti City Code regarding open source fires or open 
burnings to include the use of outdoor fireplaces, to prohibit sky lanterns, and to 

reflect the requirements of NFPA 1. 
 

A. Resolution No. 2014-173, determination 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
That an ordinance to adopt the International Property 

Maintenance Code, entitled "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 

CHAPTER 50 OF THE YPSILANTI CITY CODE, ENTITLED “FIRE 
PREVENTION AND PROTECTION,” BY AMENDING ARTICLE II, 

“FIRE PREVENTION CODE,” SECTION 50-33 “ADDITIONS, 
INSERTIONS, AND CHANGES TO UPDATE THE RULES 

REGARDING OPEN SOURCE FIRES AND OPEN BURNINGS" be 
approved on First Reading. 

 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Robb 
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 

 
B. Open Public Hearing 
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None 

 

C. Resolution No. 2014-174, close public hearing. 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 

That the public hearing on an ordinance to adopt the 

International Property Maintenance Code, entitled "AN 
ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 50 OF THE YPSILANTI CITY 

CODE, ENTITLED “FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION,” BY 
AMENDING ARTICLE II, “FIRE PREVENTION CODE,” SECTION 

50-33 “ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, AND CHANGES TO UPDATE 
THE RULES REGARDING OPEN SOURCE FIRES AND OPEN 

BURNINGS" be officially closed. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Robb 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 
 

On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 
Fire Chief Anthouard stated that there are two main changes to the ordinance; first is to authorize the 

use of outdoor fireplaces, and second to ban sky lanterns which are considered an uncontrolled burn.  
Chief Anthouard added that this ordinance change will sync City Ordinance with the National Fire 

Protection Standards the City adopted. 
 

On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-173 was as follows: 

 
Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 
Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 
Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 

 

 
 

XII. CONSENT AGENDA –             Resolution No. 2014-175  
 

1. Resolution No. 2014-176, approving Ordinance No. 1225, an ordinance to amend the 
Ypsilanti City Code to prohibit the operation of motor vehicles and motorcycles 

without insurance consistent with MCL 500.3101, MCL 500.3102, and MCL 500.3103.  

(Second Reading) 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

That an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 

CHAPTER 102 "TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES" OF THE YPSILANTI 
CITY CODE, BY ADDING ARTICLE V "MOTOR VEHICLE AND 

MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE REQUIRED", INCLUDING SECTION 
102-225 SETTING FORTH DEFINITIONS AND SECTION 102-226 

MAKING IT A VIOLATION TO OPERATE OR PERMIT THE 

OPERATION OF A MOTOR VEHICLE OR MOTORCYCLE WITHOUT 
THE INSURANCE REQUIRED BY STATE LAW, CREATION OF A 
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PRESUMPTION, AND SETTING FORTH THE PENALTIES” be 
approved at Second and Final Reading. 

 

 
2. Resolution No. 2014-177, approving Michigan Municipal League (MML) Liability and 

Property Pool insurance coverage, effective 8/1/2014-8/1/2015, and authorizing 
payment. 

 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 

THAT, the invoice submitted for payment to the Michigan 
Municipal League Liability and Property Pool for issuance of 

coverage beginning August 1, 2014 and ending August 1, 2015 in 
the amount of $321,019 be approved. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Manager is authorized 
to sign and approve payment of the invoice. 

 
 

3. Resolution No. 2014-178, recognizing September as “Turn the Towns Teal”, a 
National Awareness for Ovarian Cancer campaign and allowing volunteers to tie teal 
ribbons around the City of Ypsilanti. 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
WHEREAS, ovarian cancer is the deadliest of gynecologic 

cancers and a leading cause of cancer-related death in women.  

The survival rate has barely improved over the past 40 years, 
when “War on Cancer” was declared. 

 
WHEREAS, due to lack of early detection, less than 20 percent 

of ovarian cancer is diagnosed early, when it is most treatable; 

and  
 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Ovarian Cancer Alliance (MIOCA), a 
nonprofit and partner member of the Ovarian Cancer National 

Alliance, promotes saving lives through early detection, 

improved treatment outcomes, community outreach and 
education; and  

 
WHEREAS, “Turn the Towns Teal” is a campaign promoting 

awareness of ovarian cancer and its symptoms, and is held in 
conjunction with National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 

from September 1 to September 30; and  

 
WHEREAS, “Turn the Towns Teal” this is the 8th year of the 

campaign and it features teal ribbons tied throughout the city 
as well as awareness posters and information cards provided for 

establishments that are interested; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Ovarian Cancer Alliance (MIOCA), will 

cover all expenses incurred by this campaign and there will be 
no cost to the city.  
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and City Council 
supports this national campaign and approves of teal ribbons 

being tied throughout the city on September 1st and removed on 

September 30, 2014, along with lawn signs, awareness posters 
and information cards being provided for establishments that 

are interested. 

 
 

4. Resolution No. 2014-179, approving appointment of Jake Albers to Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 

THAT, the following individuals be appointed to the City of 
Ypsilanti Boards and Commissions as indicated below: 

 
           TERM 

 
NAME         BOARD            EXPIRATION 

 

Jake Albers (replacing Tony Bedogne)  ZBA    5/1/2017 
1533 Collegewood 

Ypsilanti, MI  48197 
 

5. Resolution No. 2014-180, approving MuniRent Intergovernmental Agreement 

contract.  
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 

WHEREAS, the city needs to minimize its overhead costs, and; 
 

WHEREAS, to accomplish this goal, the city needs to own the 

least amount of heavy equipment possible, and; 
 

WHEREAS, there are times that the city needs to use expensive 
heavy equipment that does not make sense for it to own, and; 

 
WHEREAS, the city needs as many options to rent this type of 

equipment as possible, and; 

 
WHEREAS, entering into this contract with MuniRent provides 

the city with many more possible options to rent heavy 
equipment at a reasonable cost,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council 
approves that the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign 

the attached contract, excepting paragraph 5.3 of the 
Intergovernmental Agreement, subject to review and approval 

by the City Attorney; and 
 

That the City Manager is authorized, under this agreement, to 

rent equipment needed by the city from other governmental 
agencies or rent out equipment owned by the city to other 

governmental agencies and to sign any and all other documents 
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so required, subject to review and approval by the City 
Attorney. 

 

6. Resolution No. 2014-181, correcting the comprehensive city fee schedule adopted by 
Resolution 2014-130 on June 3, 2014 to add a $50 lien filing cost to judgments, 

waived if the judgment is paid within 30 days; and increase the Administrative 
Hearing Bureau costs to $250, as provided in Resolution 2014-030 dated January 21, 

2014. 

 
IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 

that:  
 

the comprehensive city fee schedule adopted by resolution 2014-
130, June 3, 2014 be corrected to add a $50 lien filing cost to 

judgments, waived if the judgment is paid within 30 days; and 

increase the Administrative Hearing Bureau costs to $250, as 
provided in Council Resolution 2014-030, dated January 21, 2014. 

 

7. Resolution No. 2014-182, approving proposal for OHM design services – Border to 
Border TAP Grant. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 

WHEREAS, Ypsilanti City Council is working with Washtenaw 
County Parks and Recreation on completing segments of the 

county-wide Border to Border trail; and 
 

WHEREAS, Ypsilanti has received two Natural Resources Trust 
Fund grants to complete segments of the Border to Border trail 

including the Heritage Bridge Project linking Riverside Park to 

Michigan Avenue and The Rivers’ Edge Linear Park and trail 
which traverses the extent of the Water Street Redevelopment 

Area ending on South Grove Street; and 
 

WHEREAS, on-street connections are needed for pedestrians 

and bicyclists first on Michigan Avenue, and later on S. Grove 
street connecting to North Bay Park; and 

 
WHEREAS, completion of these two connections in conjunction 

with the larger Border to Border trail work this year will meet 

goals in the City’s Master Plan, Non-Motorized Transportation 
Plan and Parks and Recreation Plan;  

 
WHEREAS, the City applied for an was awarded a 

Transportations Alternatives Program (TAP) grant in the 
amount of $647,426.01 to construct the Michigan avenue mid-

block crossing and Grove Road non-motorized improvements; 

and 
 

WHEREAS, OHM has put forth a proposal to provide engineering 
design services for the Grove Road project,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ypsilanti City 
Council approves the OHM proposal for engineering design 
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services for the TAP grant project: Border to Border trail non-
motorized links in City of Ypsilanti  

 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 

 
On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-175 was as follows: 

 

Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 
Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

 
 

XIII. RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS - 

 
1. Resolution No. 2014-157, approving 6 and 12 S. Washington (Birdscolors) OPRA 

application. (postponed 7/8/14)  
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:  
 

WHEREAS, the Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Act, Public Act 

146 of 2000 (the “Act”), provides for a tax incentive to 
encourage the redevelopment of obsolete buildings through the 

establishment of an Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District; 
and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 146 of 2000, the City of Ypsilanti is a 
Qualified Local Governmental Unit eligible to establish one or 

more Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Districts; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Ypsilanti legally established 

an Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District that includes parcel 
#11-11-39-102-016 and parcel #11-11-39-102-017 (6-12 S. 

Washington St.) as part of a broader district including the three 
DDA districts on June 5, 2012 after a public hearing held on the 

same date as provided by section 3 of Public Act 146 of 2000; 
and  

 

WHEREAS, the parcel at 6 and 12 S. Washington Street have 
been certified functionally obsolete by the City Assessor per P.A. 

146 in September 2013; and  
 

WHEREAS, the application relates to a rehabilitation program 

that when completed constitutes a rehabilitated facility within 
the meaning of Public Act 146 of 2000 and that is situated 

within an Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District established 
in the City of Ypsilanti eligible under Public Act 146 of 2000 to 

establish such a district; and 
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WHEREAS, the owners of the above referenced parcels, 
Birdscolors, LLC  have submitted an application for an obsolete 

property as defined in section 2(h) of Public Act 146 of 2000 

requesting an exemption for a period of 12 years as a function 
of the Act; and  

 
WHEREAS, the application included all of the items described 

under "Instructions" (a) through (f) of the Application for 

Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate; and 
 

WHEREAS, Birdscolors, LLC are not delinquent in any taxes 
related to the facility; and 

 
WHEREAS, the owners of the above referenced parcel have 

proposed to rehabilitate currently vacant, fire-damaged, and 

functionally obsolete structure into first floor commercial space, 
and upper story residential; and  

 
WHEREAS, the commencement of the rehabilitation of the 

facility did not occur before the establishment of the Obsolete 

Property Rehabilitation District; and 
 

WHEREAS, the taxable value of the property proposed to be 
exempt plus the aggregate taxable value of property already 

exempt under Public Act 146 of 2000 and under Public Act 198 
of 1974 (IFT's) does not exceed 5% of the total taxable value of 

the City of Ypsilanti; and 

 
WHEREAS the rehabilitation includes improvements 

aggregating approximately 100% of the true cash value of the 
property at commencement of the rehabilitation as provided by 

section 2(l) of Public Act 146 of 2000. 

 
WHEREAS, the review committee met on June 2, 2013 and 

recommends approval of the application for a period of twelve 
years (2015-2026); and  

 

WHEREAS, the application is not recommended for an 
extension; and 

 
WHEREAS the completion of the rehabilitated facility is 

calculated to, and will at the time of issuance of the certificate, 
have the reasonable likelihood to, increase commercial activity, 

create employment, increase commercial activity, revitalize 

urban areas, and increase number of residents in the 
community in which the facility is situated.  

 
WHEREAS, the application was approved at a public hearing as 

provided by section 4(2) of Public Act 146 of 2000 on July 8, 

2014; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ypsilanti City 
Council herby grants an Obsolete Property Rehabilitation 

Exemption for a period of 12 years beginning December 31, 
2014 and ending December 30, 2026 for the real property, 
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excluding land, located in the Obsolete Property Rehabilitation 
District which include parcel #11-11-39-102-016 and parcel 

#11-11-39-102-017 (6-12 S. Washington St.) pursuant to the 

provisions of PA 146 of 2000, as amended, subject to 
completion of the renovations by within three years of final 

approval of exemption certificates by the State Tax 
Commission, and to the taxes on the property being paid on  

time. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Robb 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 
 

Community Development Director Gillotti provided an update of the application process for the former 
Elbow Room space.  Ms. Gillotti informed Council the applicant has made the changes to the pro-forma 

lowering its projection from 3% to 1% to adjust for the changing millage rate.  Ms. Gillotti stated that she 

had spoken with Fiscal Director Uy and that she was in agreement with the 1% projection.  Ms. Gillotti 
explained that the pro-forma does not include revenue projections developed by the first floor restaurant 

instead it lists revenue as a rental space. 
 

Council Member Robb asked what makes the first floor functionally obsolete. 

 
Ms. Gillotti responded the building as a whole is considered functionally obsolete.  Ms. Gillotti explained 

that the Assessor determines what percentage of the second floor is obsolete, and the second floor space 
is in such a condition that renders the entire building obsolete. 

 
Council Member Robb stated the last business to request an OPRA exemption was Sidetrack. 

 

Ms. Gillotti responded the Thompson Block was the most recent request. 
 

Council Member Robb responded the Thompson Block request was a repeat of a 2006 request.  Mr. Robb 
explained Sidetrack provided projected revenue developed from the proposed project.  Mr. Robb stated 

that the City would essentially be investing $120,000 in this project and the applicant has not provided a 

business plan.  Mr. Robb explained that if it is the applicant’s plan to construct a restaurant on the first 
floor a business plan for that restaurant should have been provided.  Mr. Robb cited the Maurer’s OPRA 

application, stating projections were based on rentals because that was the plan for the space.  Mr. Robb 
added approving an OPRA exemption without a business plan essentially says the City will approve a 12 

year exemption without question. 

 
Ms. Gillotti responded the Maurers know what will be charged for rent as well as costs of construction.  

The Maurers do not provide business plans of projected tenants, essentially this is the same thing, the 
only difference is the applicants are the renters. 

 
Council Member Robb asked why Sidetrack was required to present a business plan. 

 

Ms. Gillotti responded everyone is asked to provide a pro-forma and Sidetrack already knew that 
information.  Ms. Gillotti explained that Sidetrack also needed to show why a building which houses a 

successful business on its first floor would require an OPRA exemption. 
 

Council Member Robb asked at the end of three years does the City expect to have complete a restaurant 

or white space first floor retail. 
 

Ms. Gillotti responded both levels must be rehabilitated.  Ms. Gillotti added the first floor could be a 
restaurant or white space retail. 
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Council Member Robb replied based on the information provided, the first floor should be a restaurant as 
the pro-forma lists the need for restaurant equipment. 

 

Ms. Gillotti responded it is the applicant’s intent to house a restaurant on the first floor. 
 

Council Member Robb said that he is trying to understand what the City is going to hold the applicant to. 
 

Ms. Gillotti explained the intent of the OPRA exemption is to bring a building to usable quality.  Ms. 

Gillotti stated that she would consider a building rehabilitated and able to be occupied meets the terms of 
an OPRA exemption. 

 
Council Member Robb replied the applicant’s return on investment is based on the need for restaurant 

equipment.  Mr. Robb said that if the applicant no longer needs restaurant equipment the return on 
investment will be improved.  Mr. Robb explained that he is not against this application however he 

would like clarification of what the City can expect in three years. 

 
Ms. Gillotti answered that she is expecting an occupied upper story residential space and at minimum a 

lower floor that is finished and ready for rental. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if the rehabilitation should be complete within three years. 

 
Ms. Gillotti responded yes. 

 
On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-157 was as follows: 

 
Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

2. Resolution No. 2014-183, approving proposal from Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment, Inc. 
(OHM) for additional design engineering services for the Prospect Corridor Road 

Improvement Project. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
WHEREAS, Federal Surface Transportation Program - Urban 

funding had originally been programmed for repairs including 
full depth reconstruction, asphalt milling and overlay,  selective 

curb/gutter replacement and drainage improvements  for 

Prospect  Road between Holmes Road and South Grove Road in 
the 2015 construction season; and 

 
WHEREAS, recent State Legislation allocated funds to the 

Priority Road Improvement Program (PRIP); and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti was a awarded a grant through 

the PRIP in the amount of $1,900,000 for the reconstruction of 
Prospect Road between Holmes Road and Grove Road; and 
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WHEREAS, additional design engineering services are needed to 
accommodate the increased scope of work afforded by the PRIP 

Grant for this road project; and    

  
WHEREAS, Orchard, Hiltz and McCliment (OHM) has provided an 

exemplary level of service to the City of Ypsilanti on similar 
street improvement projects, and possesses a depth of 

experience with the infrastructure in the project area; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to secure additional design 

engineering services as proposed by OHM for the amount of 
$42,500 to be added to the original design engineering services 

proposal of a not to exceed amount of $105,800 to keep this 
project on schedule; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council 
approves the additional design engineering and geotechnical 

testing services proposal submitted by Orchard, Hiltz & 
McCliment, Inc., 34000 Plymouth Road, Livonia, MI bringing the 

total design engineering to a not to exceed cost of $148,300; 

and  
 

THAT the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign this 
contract, subject to review and approval by the City Attorney; 

and  
 

THAT the City Manager is authorized to sign any change orders 

that may be needed to maintain the project’s schedule, subject 
to review and approval by the City Attorney.    

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Vogt 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 

 
DPS Director Kirton stated he is requesting Council approve an additional $42,500 for construction on 

Prospect Rd. 
 

Council Member Murdock asked if the additional funding will be used to repair dilapidated curbs along 

that stretch of Prospect. 
 

Mr. Kirton responded yes, the additional funding will be used for curb repair as well as repairs of five 
driveways. 

 
Council Member Jefferson asked if they would be ADA compliant. 

 

Mr. Kirton answered yes. 
 

Council Member Murdock asked if the project will follow the complete streets process. 
 

Marcus McNamara, OHM, responded the project has two phases; the current project being bid out 

consists of mill and overlay with curb and driveway repairs as needed from Michigan Ave to Grove on 
Prospect Rd.  Mr. McNamara explained the project is not required to follow the complete streets process.  

Mr. McNamara added that the balance of this project and the TAP grant project will follow the complete 
streets process. 

 
On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-183 was as follows: 
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Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

Assistant City Attorney Dan DuChene provided Council a brief overview of the proposed Charter 
Amendments.  Mr. DuChene stated that charter amendments, both generally and procedurally, require a 

3/5ths vote.  Mr. DuChene added that state law requires that each amendment be separate on the ballot. 
 

Council Member Murdock stated a Charter Commission was formed four years ago and placed a total 

Charter revision on the ballot in 2012 which was narrowly defeated.  Mr. Murdock added the commission 
disband rather than issue another proposal.  Mr. Murdock said that he has been in contact with 

commission members who informed him that much of the revision was technical in nature.  Mr. Murdock 
explained the less controversial items of the revision may have passed and the 11 proposed amendments 

were designed to model those items. 

 
Mr. DuChene stated originally there were 12 amendments which have been cut to 11.  Mr. DuChene 

informed Council that the City Attorney’s office has been in contact with the Attorney General’s Office 
through this process to avoid procedural back-up. 

 
Council Member Murdock stated there is an August 12th deadline to submit the amendments to the 

county clerk to be placed on the November ballot. 

 
City Attorney Barr stated Ypsilanti is a home rule city and is allowed a City Charter approved by the 

electorate.  Mr. Barr explained charters must be created by a Charter Commission and approved by the 
Governor and the Attorney General before the charter goes to a ballot.  Major changes to the charter 

require a revision and the formation of a charter commission to complete that process.  Mr. Barr added 

that amendments do not require a commission but must focus on a single issue. 
 

Council Member Vogt asked members of the City Attorney’s office if they had concerns with the proposed 
amendments in a legal sense or otherwise. 

 

Mr. Barr responded the amendment referring to how the City sells real estate is designed to make the 
process easier.  Mr. Barr said it is not the purpose of the City Attorney’s office to involve itself with policy 

decisions.  The City Attorney examines the legality and, as stated by Mr. DuChene, all of the proposed 
charter amendments have been approved by the Attorney General.  Mr. Barr added he has provided an 

opinion regarding council members sitting on Boards and Commissions, and the present status of the law 
is that it is not legal.  However, both Ypsilanti Township and Ann Arbor allow this practice.  Mr. Barr 

stated regarding the process of removing Board and Commission members, per general law the Mayor 

recommends and Council approves termination of said member.  Mr. Barr concluded that these are policy 
decisions and should be decided by Council. 

 
Council Member Murdock suggested a review of each proposed amendment to discuss concerns of 

Council and those raised by the Charter Commission. 

 
3. Resolution No. 2014-184, approving proposed charter amendment to remove the 

mandatory revision process. 
 

IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 
that: 
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WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 

117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 
members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 
amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 

regular or special election, and; 

 
WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 
limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 

includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 
be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 

for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 
that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 

each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 
purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 

against the proposed amendment, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article XI, Section 11.07 
of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 

 

11.07. Revision. 
This Charter may be revised as provided by State 

law. 
 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 

provides as follows: 
 

11.07. Charter revision question.  
The question of whether there shall be a general 

revision of the City Charter shall be submitted to 

the voters of the City of Ypsilanti at the 8th general 
City election after the effective date of this Charter 

and at every 8th general City election thereafter 
and may be submitted at other times in the manner 

provided by law. 
 

Members of the Commission shall be elected at the 

same time as the vote on the question. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 
proposed amendment shall be as follows: 

 

Shall Article XI, Section 11.07 of the Ypsilanti City 
Charter be amended to remove a mandatory 

charter revision process every 8th general city 
election and instead provide that the Charter may 

be revised as provided by State law, being MCL 
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117.18 et seq., which provides that revisions may 
be initiated by City Council or by initiatory petition? 

 

Yes ____ No ____ 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 
certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 

and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 
General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 

ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 

the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 
of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 
shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 
must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 

location. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Moeller 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Murdock 
 

Council Member Murdock explained the Charter currently has a provision requiring a charter revision be 

on the ballot every 16 years.  Mr. Murdock stated this seems unnecessary, Council, following the 
amendment process, can make changes and citizens have the ability to petition for charter amendments. 

 
 On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-184 was as follows: 

 

Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 
Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

 
4. Resolution No. 2014-185, approving  proposed charter amendment to permit the 

publication of ordinances and notices by newspaper, posting in at least three 

conspicuous places within the city, or placing such on the City’s website in a manner as 
to make it easily accessible to the public. 

 
IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 

that: 
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WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 

members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 
charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 

amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 
regular or special election, and; 

 

WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 
the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 

limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 
includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 

be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 
for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 

that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 
each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 

purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 
against the proposed amendment, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the fourth sentence of 

Article II, Section 2.06 of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be 
amended as follows: 

 

A Member charged with conduct constituting 
ground for forfeiture of office shall be entitled to a 

public hearing on demand, and notice of such 
hearing shall be published at least one week in 

advance of the hearing.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Article II, Section 2.10(d) 

of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 
 

"Publish" Defined.  As used in this Section, the term 

"publish" means publishing as provided in Section 
11.13: (1) The ordinance or a brief summary, and 

(2) the places where copies of it have been filed 
and the times when they are available for public 

inspection. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Article V, Section 5.05(a) 

of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 
 

(a) Notice and Hearing. The City Council shall 
publish the general summary of the budget and a 

notice stating: 

(1) The times and places where copies of 
the message and budget are available for 

inspection by the public, and 
(2) The time and place, not less than two 

weeks after such publication, for a public 
hearing on the budget. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Article V, Section 5.12(a) 

of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 

 
(a) Notice and Hearing. The City Council shall 

publish the general summary of the capital 
program and a notice stating: 

(1) The times and places where copies of 

the capital program are available for 
inspection by the public, and 

(2) The time and place, not less than two 
weeks after such publication, for a public 

hearing on the capital program. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the fourth paragraph of 

Article X, Section 10.07 of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall 
be amended as follows: 

 
When approval of the voters of the City is required, 

the ordinance as approved by the City Council shall 

be published not less than 30 days before the 
election at which it is submitted to the voters. The 

City Council may not call a special election unless 
the expense (as determined by the City Council) of 

holding the election has first been paid to the 
Treasurer by the grantee. 

 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that Article XI, Section 11.03 of 
the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 

 
(a) Within six months after the effective 

date of this Charter, the Planning 

Commission shall review a list of all real 
property owned by the City and shall 

designate certain parcels as protected lands 
based on the character of the land as 

parkland, likely parkland or 

environmentally sensitive land such as 
wetlands or riverfront. 

 
Protected lands may not thereafter be sold or 

disposed of without a vote of the people or the 
potential for a vote of the people. Land will be 

considered sold or disposed of when there has 

been a binding grant of rights in the land for any 
period of time to any individual or organization 

which is likely to significantly affect the character 
or use of the land during the period of the grant or 

after. A parcel with a market value of $500,000 or 

more may not be sold or disposed of without a vote 
of the people. A parcel of protected land with a 

market value of less than $500,000 may not be 
sold or disposed of until 45 days after a public 

hearing before the City Council on the question. 
There shall be a prominent notice of the public 
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hearing published. If petitions with signatures 
amounting to ten percent of the vote cast for 

Mayor in the most recent election are filed in the 

office of the City Clerk requesting a vote of the 
people on the sale or disposition, the City Council 

shall either cancel the proposed sale or disposition 
or schedule a vote of the people. A majority of 

affirmative votes shall be required to approve the 

sale or disposition of land. 
 

(b)In accordance with State law, no park or 
cemetery or any parts of a park or cemetery 

may be sold except where the park is not 
required under an official master plan of the 

City unless approved by a majority of the 

voters voting thereon at a general or special 
election. 

 
BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that Article XI of Ypsilanti City 

Charter shall be amended by adding a new Section 11.13 

that reads as follows: 
 

 11.13 Publication defined. 
Unless otherwise required by law or this Charter, 

the requirement contained in this Charter for the 
publishing or publication of notices, ordinances, or 

proceedings of city council or other city boards, 

commissions, or authorities is met by publishing 
(a) at least once in a newspaper published in the 

English language for news of general character, 
with general circulation at regular intervals in the 

city for at least one (1) year immediately prior to 

the publication of the notice, ordinance, or 
proceeding; (b) by posting in at least three (3) 

conspicuous places within the city; or (c) placing 
such on the City’s website in a manner as to make 

it easily accessible to the public. If an applicable 

law requires a different method of publication, 
then that law will control. 

 
Prima facie evidence of such publication, and when 

this Charter requires the mailing of notices, must 
be in the form of an affidavit of the officer or 

employee responsible for such mailing or posting. 
 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 

provides as follows: 

 
2.06. Judge of qualifications (fourth sentence). 

A Member charged with conduct constituting 
ground for forfeiture of office shall be entitled to a 

public hearing on demand, and notice of such 

hearing shall be published in one or more 
newspapers of general circulation in the City at 

least one week in advance of the hearing. 
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2.10(d) "Publish" Defined. 

As used in this Section, the term "publish" means 

to print in one or more newspapers or equivalent 
media of general circulation in the City: (1) The 

ordinance or a brief summary, and (2) the places 
where copies of it have been filed and the times 

when they are available for public inspection. 

 
5.05 City Council action on budget. 

(a) Notice and Hearing. The City Council shall 
publish in one or more newspapers of general 

circulation in the City the general summary of the 
budget and a notice stating: 

(1) The times and places where copies of 

the message and budget are available for 
inspection by the public, and 

(2) The time and place, not less than two 
weeks after such publication, for a public 

hearing on the budget. 

 
5.12 City Council action on capital programs 

(a) Notice and Hearing. The City Council shall 
publish in one or more newspapers of general 

circulation in the City the general summary of the 
capital program and a notice stating: 

(1) The times and places where copies of 

the capital program are available for 
inspection by the public, and 

(2) The time and place, not less than two 
weeks after such publication, for a public 

hearing on the capital program. 

 
10.07 Limitation on a franchise (fourth paragraph) 

When approval of the voters of the City is required, 
the ordinance as approved by the City Council shall 

be published in a daily newspaper or equivalent of 

general circulation in the City not less than 30 days 
before the election at which it is submitted to the 

voters. The City Council may not call a special 
election unless the expense (as determined by the 

City Council) of holding the election has first been 
paid to the Treasurer by the grantee. 

 

11.03 Protected lands 
(a) Within six months after the effective 

date of this Charter, the Planning 
Commission shall review a list of all real 

property owned by the City and shall 

designate certain parcels as protected lands 
based on the character of the land as 

parkland, likely parkland or 
environmentally sensitive land such as 

wetlands or riverfront. 
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Protected lands may not thereafter be sold or 
disposed of without a vote of the people or the 

potential for a vote of the people. Land will be 

considered sold or disposed of when there has 
been a binding grant of rights in the land for any 

period of time to any individual or organization 
which is likely to significantly affect the character 

or use of the land during the period of the grant or 

after. A parcel with a market value of $500,000 or 
more may not be sold or disposed of without a vote 

of the people. A parcel of protected land with a 
market value of less than $500,000 may not be 

sold or disposed of until 45 days after a public 
hearing before the City Council on the question. 

There shall be a prominent notice of the public 

hearing published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City. If petitions with signatures 

amounting to ten percent of the vote cast for 
Mayor in the most recent election are filed in the 

office of the City Clerk requesting a vote of the 

people on the sale or disposition, the City Council 
shall either cancel the proposed sale or disposition 

or schedule a vote of the people. A majority of 
affirmative votes shall be required to approve the 

sale or disposition of land. 
 

(b)In accordance with State law, no park or 

cemetery or any parts of a park or cemetery 
may be sold except where the park is not 

required under an official master plan of the 
City unless approved by a majority of the 

voters voting thereon at a general or special 

election. 
 

11.13. 
Article XI of the Ypsilanti City Charter does not 

currently contain a Section 11.13. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 

proposed amendment shall be as follows: 
 

Shall sections 2.06, 2.10(d), 5.05(a), 5.12(a), 
10.07, and 11.03 of the Ypsilanti City Charter be 

amended and Section 11.13 be added to permit the 

publication of ordinances, notices, or proceedings 
by one or more of the following methods: (a) at 

least once in a newspaper published in the English 
language for news of general character, (b) by 

posting in at least three (3) conspicuous places 

within the city, or (c) placing such on the City’s 
website in a manner as to make it easily accessible 

to the public? 
 

Yes ____ No ____ 
 



 

City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 7, 2014 

 20 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 
certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 

and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 
General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 

ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 

submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 
general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 

the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 
of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 
shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 

must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 
location. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Moeller 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Murdock 
 

Council Member Murdock stated this amendment awards the City the ability to use electronic notification 

and newspaper publication which provides more options for notifying the public. 
 

On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-185 was as follows: 
 

Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 
Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  
 

VOTE: 

 
Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 

 
 

5. Resolution No. 2014-186, approving proposed charter amendment to provide the city 
clerk act as city manager in the absence of the city manager. 

 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 

members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 
charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 

amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 
regular or special election, and; 
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WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 
the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 

limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 

includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 
be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 

for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 
proposition, and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 
that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 

each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 
exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 

purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 
against the proposed amendment, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article IV, Section 4.02 of 
the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 

 
The City Clerk will serve as Acting City Manager 

during a vacancy or absence in the office of the 

City Manager until Council designates a different 
qualified person to perform the duties of the City 

Manager, whether permanently or on an interim 
basis. 

 
For the purposes of this Section, “absence” means 

when the holder of an office is not present in office 

for an appreciable amount of time and is otherwise 
unable to fulfill the duties of said office. An absence 

may include incapacity, and extended illness, or 
when the office holder cannot otherwise be located 

during an emergency. Also for the purposes of this 

Section, “vacancy” means when an office is 
unoccupied. A vacancy may operate by death, 

resignation, or abandonment. 
 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 

provides as follows: 
 

4.02. Acting city manager.  
The Council shall designate a qualified person to 

perform the duties of the City Manager during a 
vacancy or absence in the office. In the event of an 

emergency, the City Clerk will serve as Acting City 

Manager until the next Council meeting. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 
proposed amendment shall be as follows: 

 

Shall Article IV, Section 4.02 of the Ypsilanti City 
Charter be amended to provide that the City Clerk 

automatically serves as Acting City Manager during 
a vacancy or absence in the office of the City 

Manager until otherwise designated by City 
Council? 
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Yes ____ No ____ 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 
certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 

ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 
the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 

of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 

shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 
must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 

location. 
 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Moeller 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 
 

City Manager Lange stated this is how the City currently functions and asked what the procedure would 
be for this amendment. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson stated this amendment adds the term “absence” to the Charter. 
 

Assistant City Attorney DuChene stated the purpose of this amendment was to define what an absence 
is.  Mr. DuChene cited the second paragraph of the resolution defining an absence as not being present 

for some time and unable to perform duties of the office, examples being incapacitated, an extended 

illness, or cannot be otherwise located. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if the Charter currently provides for this. 
 

Mr. DuChene responded the issue is the current charter does not define an emergency.  Mr. DuChene 
stated he assumes the Clerk, when acting in the City Manager’s absence, is doing so under direction. 

 

Mr. Lange responded yes.  Mr. Lange asked if something was to happen to him while the Clerk was on 
vacation would Council choose an interim City Manager. 

 
Mr. DuChene responded yes. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if the amendment would automatically give charge to the Clerk during 
the absence of the City Manager. 

 
Mr. DuChene responded yes, until action is taken by Council. 

 
On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-186 was as follows: 
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Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

 
6. Resolution No. 2014-187, approving proposed charter amendment to permit city 

council to discontinue city Boards and Commissions. 
 

IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 

that: 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 

members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 
charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 

amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 
regular or special election, and; 

 
WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 

limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 
includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 

be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 
for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 

that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 
each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 

purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 
against the proposed amendment, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the first paragraph of 

Article IX, Section 9.03 of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be 
amended as follows: 

 

The Council may create or discontinue, by 
ordinance, boards and commissions as the Council 

deems necessary or of benefit to the City of 
Ypsilanti. Council will provide for the duties and 

functions of boards and commissions, subject to 

law. The boards and commissions shall not 
administer any activity, department, or agency of 

the City government unless specifically required to 
do so by State statute, but shall serve solely in an 

advisory capacity or in the capacity of a quasi-
judicial appeal board. 
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The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 

provides as follows: 

 
9.03. Boards (first paragraph).  

The Council may create, by ordinance, boards and 
commissions which the Council deems necessary or 

of benefit to the City of Ypsilanti and provide for 

their duties and functions subject to law. The 
boards and commissions shall not administer any 

activity, department, or agency of the City 
government unless specifically required to do so by 

State statute, but shall serve solely in an advisory 
capacity or in the capacity of a quasi-judicial 

appeal board. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 

proposed amendment shall be as follows: 
 

Shall the first paragraph of Article IX, Section 9.03 

of the Ypsilanti City Charter be amended to allow 
for the discontinuance of City boards and 

commissions by City Council? 
 

Yes ____ No ____ 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 

certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 
Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 

and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 
General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 

ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 

submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 
general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 

the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 

of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 
and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 

amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 
shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 

must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 
location. 

 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock 
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 

 
City Attorney Barr explained this provision provides Council the ability to discontinue a Board or 

Commission that has failed to achieve its goal or that is no longer necessary. 
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On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-187 was as follows: 
 

Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 
Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  
 

VOTE: 

 
Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 

 
 

7. Resolution No. 2014-188, approving proposed charter amendment to allow 
ordinances immediate effect upon 2/3 council vote. 

 

IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 
that: 

 
WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 

117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 
proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 

members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 
amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 

regular or special election, and; 
 

WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 
limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 

includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 
be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 

for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 
that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 

each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 
exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 

purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 

against the proposed amendment, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article II, Section 2.10(c) 
of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 

 

(c) Effective Date. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Charter, every adopted ordinance shall become 

effective after publication at the expiration of 30 
days after adoption or at any later date specified 

therein. An ordinance may become effective 
immediately after adoption upon publication if all 

of the following apply: 

i. The ordinance does not adopt or amend 
an administrative code, provide for a fine or 

other penalty, or establish a rule or 
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regulation for violation of which a fine or 
other penalty is imposed. 

ii. A resolution, which is adopted by 

affirmative vote of 2/3 of the Members of 
Council present at the meeting at which the 

ordinance is enacted, provides for the 
ordinance to have an immediate effect upon 

adoption. 

iii. Such a resolution provides for the reason 
that the ordinance takes effect immediately 

upon adoption and publication. 
 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 
provides as follows: 

 

2.10. Ordinances in general.  
 

(c) Effective Date. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Charter, every adopted ordinance shall become 

effective after publication at the expiration of 30 

days after adoption or at any later date specified 
therein. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 

proposed amendment shall be as follows: 
 

Shall Article II, Section 2.10(c) of the Ypsilanti City 

Charter be amended to permit City Council to, after 
a resolution that so declares and provides for the 

reason is passed by 2/3 of the Members of City 
Council present, have an ordinance (other than an 

ordinance that adopts or amends an administrative 

code, provides for a fine or other penalty, or 
establishes a rule or regulation for violation of 

which a fine or penalty is imposed) become 
effective immediately upon publication? 

 

Yes ____ No ____ 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 
certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 

ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 

the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 
of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 



 

City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 7, 2014 

 27 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 
shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 

must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 
location. 

 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock   
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 

 
Council Member Murdock explained that on several occasions Council needed to act quickly on an issue 

requiring an emergency ordinance.  This provision would still require a public hearing, however, if passed 
by a 2/3rds vote would take effect immediately. 

 

On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-188 was as follows: 
 

Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 
Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  
 

VOTE: 
 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

8. Resolution No. 2014-189, approving proposed charter amendment to provide for 

council meetings once a month instead of every 30 days. 
 

IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 
that: 

 

WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 
members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 

amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 
regular or special election, and; 

 
WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 
limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 

includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 

be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 
for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 

that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 
each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 
purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 

against the proposed amendment, 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the first sentence of 
Article II, Section 2.08(a) of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be 

amended as follows: 

 
(a) Meetings. The Council shall meet regularly one 

or more times every calendar month, at such times 
and places as the Council may prescribe by rule. 

 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 
provides as follows: 

 

2.08. Procedure. 
(a) Meetings. The Council shall meet regularly one 

or more times every 30 days, at such times and 
places as the Council may prescribe by rule.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 

proposed amendment shall be as follows: 

 
Shall the first sentence of Article II, Section 

2.08(a) of the Ypsilanti City Charter be amended to 
provide that City Council must meet at least once a 

month rather than the current requirement that 

City Council must meet at least once every 30 
days? 

 
Yes ____ No ____ 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 

certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 
ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 
the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 

of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 

shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 
provision amended as required by law. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 
must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 

location. 
 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock  

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 
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Council Member Murdock stated this amendment is designed to spread out Council Meetings affording 
individuals the ability to take vacations without conflicting with meetings. 

 

On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-189 was as follows: 
 

Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 
Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  
 

VOTE: 
 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

 

9. Resolution No. 2014-190, approving proposed charter amendment to allow city 
council members to serve on city Boards and Commissions. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: 

 

WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 
members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 
amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 

regular or special election, and; 

 
WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 
limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 

includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 

be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 
for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 

that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 
each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 
purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 

against the proposed amendment, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the second paragraph of 

Article IX, Section 9.03 of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be 
amended as follows: 

 
All members of the City boards and commissions 

established under this Charter, by statute or 

otherwise, shall be appointed by the Mayor, 
subject to the approval and confirmation by a 

majority vote of the City Council. Council Members 
may be appointed to serve on a board or 

commission when permitted by law. Whenever any 
statute or law requires that the appointment of 
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members of a board or a commission established 
under this Charter, by statute or otherwise, be by 

the chief executive or administrative officer of the 

City, such chief executive or administrative officer, 
for the purposes of such appointment, shall be 

deemed to be the Mayor, and an appointment in 
such cases shall be subject to the approval and 

confirmation by a majority vote of the City Council. 
 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 

provides as follows: 

 
All members of the City boards and commissions 

established under this Charter, by statute or 
otherwise, shall be appointed by the Mayor, 

subject to the approval and confirmation by a 
majority vote of the City Council. Council Members 

may be appointed by the Council to serve on a 

board or commission only when the service is 
required by State law. Whenever any statute or law 

requires that the appointment of members of a 
board or a commission established under this 

Charter, by statute or otherwise, be by the chief 

executive or administrative officer of the City, such 
chief executive or administrative officer, for the 

purposes of such appointment, shall be deemed to 
be the Mayor, and an appointment in such cases 

shall be subject to the approval and confirmation 
by a majority vote of the City Council. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 
proposed amendment shall be as follows: 

 
Shall the second paragraph of Article IX, Section 

9.03 of the Ypsilanti City Charter be amended to 

allow members of City Council to serve on City 
boards and commissions when permitted by law? 

 
Yes ____ No ____ 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 
certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 
ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 
the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 

of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 
shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 

must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 
location. 

 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock 
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Robb 

 
Council Member Murdock stated the formation of this amendment began in 1996 with the adoption of the 

last City Charter.  Mr. Murdock stated that this issue was discussed at length by the last Charter 
Commission and was narrowly defeated by a 5 to 4 vote.  Mr. Murdock added that this amendment was 

asked for by the Planning Commission and is supported by staff.   

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson stated that amendment does not say that a Council Member must sit on a 

board or commission, it only allows it. 
 

Council Member Murdock stated the current charter stated that Council may not sit on Boards or 

Commissions.  Mr. Murdock added that appointments would still be under the discretion of the Mayor. 
 

On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-190 was as follows: 
 

Council Member Jefferson No  Council Member Robb  Yes 
Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  No 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  
 

VOTE: 
 

Yes: 4 No:  2 (Jefferson, Vogt)  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Failed 

 
10. Resolution No. 2014-191, approving proposed charter amendment to provide that 

city candidates for office file petitions on the 15th Tuesday before the primary 
election, or according to state law. 

 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 
members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 

amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 
regular or special election, and; 

 
WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 

limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 
includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 

be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 
for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 
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WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 
that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 

each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 
purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 

against the proposed amendment, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the third paragraph of 

Article III, Section 3.06 of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be 
amended as follows: 

 
Nominating petitions shall be filed with the City 

Clerk not later than 4:00 p.m., local time, on the 
fifteenth Tuesday preceding the regular City 

primary election, or as provided by state law. The 

City shall publish notice of the last day and time for 
filing nomination petitions at least one (1) week 

and not more than three (3) weeks before that 
date. 

 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 
provides as follows: 

 
Nominating petitions shall be filed with the City 

Clerk not later than 4:00 p.m., local time, on the 
twelfth Tuesday preceding the regular City primary 

election. The City shall publish notice of the last 

day and time for filing nomination petitions at least 
one (1) week and not more than three (3) weeks 

before that date. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 

proposed amendment shall be as follows: 
 

Shall the third paragraph of Article III, Section 
3.06 of the Ypsilanti City Charter be amended to 

provide that candidates for City office file their 

petition with the City Clerk on the fifteenth 
Tuesday before the primary election, as is the 

current deadline provided by state law, or as state 
law may otherwise provide in the future? 

 
Yes ____ No ____ 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 
certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 

ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 
the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 
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of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 
and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 

amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 

shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 
provision amended as required by law. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 
must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 

location. 
 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock   
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Robb 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked what the amendment means by “15th Tuesday”. 
 

Assistant City Attorney DuChene responded the Charter currently states petitions must be filed by the 
12th Tuesday prior to the primary election.  Mr. DuChene added State law has been changed requiring 

petitions be filed by the 15th Tuesday before the primary, this amendment changes the Charter to mirror 

State law. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if it was the 15th Tuesday of the year. 
 

Mr. DuChene responded the 15th Tuesday before the election. 
 

Council Member Murdock explained Council, under the current system needs to file in May, the proposed 

amendment would require an individual file in April. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if the language in this amendment can be made clearer. 
 

Mr. DuChene replied it was written to mirror State law and if State law changes the Charter would adjust 

to the new law, hence the language “…or according to State law”. 
 

City Attorney Barr stated if the language of this amendment is changed it would need to be re-submitted 
to the Attorney General and would not be complete by the election. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson stated the language was confusing to her and she worried that it may 
confuse voters. 

 
On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-191 was as follows: 

 
Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 

Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 
 

 
11. Resolution No. 2014-192, approving proposed charter amendment to allow sale of 

land after a public hearing by resolution. 
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IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 
that: 

 

WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 
members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 

amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 
regular or special election, and; 

 
WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 
limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 

includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 

be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 
for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 

that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 
each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 
purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 

against the proposed amendment, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article II, Section 2.09 of 

the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as follows: 
 

In addition to other acts required by law or by 
specific provision of this Charter to be done by 

ordinance, those acts of the City Council shall be by 

ordinance which: 
(a) Adopt or amend an administrative code 

or establish, alter, or abolish any City 
department, office or agency; 

(b) Provide for a fine or other penalty or 

establish a rule or regulation for violation of 
which a fine or other penalty is imposed; 

(c) Levy taxes; 
(d) Grant, renew, or extend a franchise; 

(e) Regulate the rate charged for its 
services by a public utility; 

(f) Authorize the borrowing of money; 

 (g) Regulate land use and development; or 
 (h) Amend or repeal any ordinance 

previously adopted. 
 

Council may provide for the conveyance or lease of 

any City land by resolution after a public hearing is 
held, where notice of such public hearing is 

published at least seven days prior. 
 

Acts other than those referred to in this Section 
may be done either by ordinance or by resolution 
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as long as they conform to the specific provision of 
this Charter. 

 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 
provides as follows: 

 

2.09. Action requiring an ordinance. 
In addition to other acts required by law or by 

specific provision of this Charter to be done by 
ordinance, those acts of the City Council shall be by 

ordinance which: 

(a) Adopt or amend an administrative code 
or establish, alter, or abolish any City 

department, office or agency; 
(b) Provide for a fine or other penalty or 

establish a rule or regulation for violation of 
which a fine or other penalty is imposed; 

(c) Levy taxes; 

(d) Grant, renew, or extend a franchise; 
(e) Regulate the rate charged for its 

services by a public utility; 
(f) Authorize the borrowing of money; 

(g) Convey or lease or authorize the 

conveyance or lease of any land of the City; 
(h) Regulate land use and development; or 

(i) Amend or repeal any ordinance 
previously adopted. 

 
Acts other than those referred to in the preceding 

sentence may be done either by ordinance or by 

resolution as long as they conform to the specific 
provision of this Charter. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 

proposed amendment shall be as follows: 

 
Shall Article II, Section 2.09 of the Ypsilanti City 

Charter be amended to provide that an action of 
City Council to convey or lease City-owned land 

may be by resolution following a public hearing 

rather than by ordinance, which is currently 
required? 

 
Yes ____ No ____ 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 

certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 
ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 
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the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 
of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 

amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 
shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 

must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 
location. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock   

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Robb  

 
On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-192 was as follows: 

 
Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 
Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 

 

 
12. Resolution No. 2014-193, approving proposed charter amendment to allow city 

council to remove members of boards and commissions by 2/3 vote. 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: 

 
WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 

117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 
proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 

members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 
amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 

regular or special election, and; 
 

WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 
the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 

limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 

includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 
be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 

for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 
proposition, and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 
that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 

each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 
exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 

purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 
against the proposed amendment, 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article IX, Section 9.03 of 

the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended to add a new third 

paragraph as follows: 
 

In addition to those reasons and limitations set 
forth in the ordinances creating the board or 

commission, members of City boards and 

commissions appointed under this Section may be 
removed from office upon a 2/3 affirmative vote of 

City Council for misfeasance, malfeasance, or 
nonfeasance in office, or as otherwise authorized 

by statute. 
 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 

provides as follows: 
 

Article IX, Section 9.03 of the Ypsilanti City Charter does not 

currently contain a third paragraph. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 
proposed amendment shall be as follows: 

 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.03 of the Ypsilanti City 
Charter be amended to add a third paragraph to 

allow City Council to remove members of City 
boards and commissions for misfeasance, 

malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office, or as 
otherwise authorized by statute with a 2/3 

affirmative vote? 

 
Yes ____ No ____ 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 

certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 
ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 
the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 

of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 
and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 

amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 

shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 
provision amended as required by law. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 
must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 

location. 
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OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 

 
On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-193 was as follows: 

 
Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  

 
VOTE: 

 
Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 

 

13. Resolution No. 2014-194, approving proposed charter amendment to provide that 
legislation to confirm a special assessment roll within the City by resolution, when 

permitted by law. 
 

IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 

that: 
 

WHEREAS, Section 21(1) of the Home Rule City Act (HRCA), MCL 
117.21(1), authorizes a city council to adopt a resolution 

proposing to amend the city charter by a three-fifths vote of its 
members-elect, and the resolution proposing to amend the city 

charter must set forth the exact wording of the proposed 

amendment to be submitted to the city voters for approval at a 
regular or special election, and; 

 
WHEREAS, The resolution must set forth the ballot language for 

the proposed charter amendment—with each proposal being 

limited to a single subject, and if the subject of a proposal 
includes more than one related proposition, each proposition shall 

be separately stated as a ballot proposal to afford an opportunity 
for a separate vote of the city voters for or against each 

proposition, and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 21(2) of the HRCA, MCL 117.21(2), requires 

that the ballot language for the submission to the city voters of 
each proposed amendment shall be limited to 100 words, 

exclusive of caption, shall be a true and impartial statement of the 
purpose of the amendment, and shall not create prejudice for or 

against the proposed amendment, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Article VIII, Section 

8.03(b)(4) of the Ypsilanti City Charter shall be amended as 
follows: 

 

(4) A final special assessment roll shall be 
confirmed by the Council only after a public 

hearing has been held by the Council for the 
purpose of reviewing such roll and hearing 

any objections. The meeting shall be held 
not less than ten (10) days after notice has 
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been published and sent by first class mail 
to all property owners in the proposed 

special district as shown by the current 

assessment roll of the City. After such 
hearing the Council may, by resolution, 

confirm such special assessment roll or may 
make any corrections necessary and 

confirm it as corrected; or the Council may 

refer it for revision or may annul it and 
direct a new assessment roll to be made. In 

either case the special assessment 
procedure set forth in this Section shall be 

followed as in respect to the previous 
original assessment. Such action confirming 

the special assessment roll must be by 

ordinance only if so required by applicable 
law. Upon confirmation of a special 

assessment roll, the special assessments 
shall be final. 

 

The current charter section(s) being altered by this amendment 
provides as follows: 

 

(4) A final special assessment roll shall be 
confirmed by the Council only after a public 

hearing has been held by the Council for the 
purpose of reviewing such roll and hearing 

any objections. The meeting shall be held 
not less than ten (10) days after notice has 

been published and sent by first class mail 

to all property owners in the proposed 
special district as shown by the current 

assessment roll of the City. After such 
hearing the Council may, by ordinance, 

confirm such special assessment roll or may 

make any corrections necessary and 
confirm it as corrected; or the Council may 

refer it for revision or may annul it and 
direct a new assessment roll to be made. In 

either case the special assessment 

procedure set forth in this Section shall be 
followed as in respect to the previous 

original assessment. Upon confirmation of a 
special assessment roll, the special 

assessments shall be final. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ballot language for the 

proposed amendment shall be as follows: 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.03(b)(4) of the 
Ypsilanti City Charter be amended to provide that 

City Council may confirm a special assessment roll 

within the City by resolution, when permitted by 
law, rather than by ordinance as is currently 

required? 
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Yes ____ No ____ 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall transmit a 
certified copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of 

Michigan for approval of the proposed amendment (MCL 117.22) 
and transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Attorney 

General of the State of Michigan for approval of the proposed 

ballot language for the proposed amendment (MCL 117.21). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Ypsilanti at the 

general election to be held in the City on November 4, 2014, and 
the City Clerk is directed to give notice of the election and notice 

of registration in a manner prescribed by law and to do all things 

and to provide all supplies necessary to submit the Charter 
amendment to a vote of the electors as required by law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed charter amendment 

shall be published in full, together with the existing charter 

provision amended as required by law. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposed charter amendment 
must be posted, in full, in a conspicuous place in each polling 

location. 
 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 
 

On a roll call, the vote for Resolution 2014-194 was as follows: 
 

Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Moeller  Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 
Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Absent 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  
 

VOTE: 

 
Yes: 6 No:  0  Absent:  1 (Schreiber)   Vote:  Carried 

 
 

XIV. LIASON REPORTS – 
 

A. SEMCOG Update - Discussion of support for the transit millage in Macomb, Oakland, 

and Wayne Counties which passed in all three counties. 
B. Washtenaw Area Transportation Study - None 

C. Washtenaw Metro Alliance - None 
D. Urban County - None 

E. Freight House - None 

 
XV. COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS – 

Robb 
 When a citizen submits a ticket online the complaint is given a number which will 

show up in a report.  Mr. Robb stated he asked Assistant to the City Manager 

Savage to create a column providing length of time the ticket is open and there 
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are several tickets that have been open for an unacceptable length of time.  Mr. 
Robb asked what the road blocks are so they may be addressed.  Mr. Robb 

added during the mayoral election each candidate described their vision of 

Ypsilanti and each candidate said they envisioned a clean, pretty, and safe 
community we need to provide that to citizens.  Mr. Robb expressed 

dissatisfaction that these issues have not been rectified and there must be 
something done to reduces time to answer a citizen’s complaint. 

 

 Stated during the budget session in May it was decided each month the plan to 

raise 4 million dollars and remove a 1.7 million dollar deficit be May 1, 2016 be 
reviewed and no review has occurred.  Mr. Robb added this is the most 

important issue facing the community and action must be taken to ensure that 
these goals are met. 

 
 Stated the link to “Mayor and City Council” and the “Clerk’s Department” have 

been removed from the front page of the website causing several citizens to 

complain.  Mr. Robb asked that the website be restored to its original format. 

Jefferson 
 Agreed with Mr. Robb regarding the City’s response time to citizen complaints.  

Mr. Jefferson said when he first became a Council Member it would take no 

longer than two weeks to address issues raised during “Council Proposed 
Business”.  Mr. Jefferson added he feels two weeks is ample time to address a 

problem. 

 Stated he has received two requests to change the name of Hawkins St. to S.L. 

Roberson Blvd.  Mr. Jefferson stated S.L. Roberson was a mentor of his and Mr. 
Roberson never wanted his name to be on a street sign and said he would honor 

that request. 
Richardson 

 Stated that Council voted to allow front yard gardens, however there is an 

ordinance prohibiting grass length over 12 inches. Ms. Richardson stated on her 
street a front yard garden, growing tomatoes, has become overgrown with 

weeds.  Ms. Richardson asked for Council to revisit this issue. 

 
Council Member Vogt responded there is something in the ordinance restricting 

noxious weeds, the City just needs to enforce it. 
 

City Attorney Barr asked the address of the offending property. 

    
   Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson responded 329 Worden. 

 
   Council Member Moeller asked for clarification of the ordinance and how   

   it applies to front yard gardens. 
 

   Mr. Barr responded Council passed an urban garden ordinance and  

   Council Member Vogt is correct noxious weeds are not permitted. 
 

Council Member Jefferson stated, per the ordinance gardens must be a certain 
distance from the sidewalk. 

 

 Stated the shrubs at the corner of Ferris and Hamilton by Town center have 

been trimmed however the width of the shrubs is the problem not the height.  
Ms. Richardson stated it is difficult to see oncoming traffic when exiting and 

asked that the issue be examined.  
 

XVI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR – 
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None 

 

XVII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER – 
 

 Staff will acquire the second dvd of the Eastern Washtenaw Safety Alliance and 

present it at a later date. 
 Announced Herman Kittles was given a partial allocation and is subject to 

reapplication in October.  Staff suggests extending the inspection period until 

after the allocation in February 2015.  Staff will continue to be involved in the 
process and has a meeting scheduled for next week.  MSHDA offered Council a 

tour of property in Grand Rapids built using tax credits to see the quality of the 

work. 
 

Council Member Murdock asked if Herman Kittles would have to redo their plan 
in order to receive full allocation. 

 

Mr. Lange responded this would not be necessary. 
 

Council Member Murdock asked if this would change Herman Kittles eligibility. 
 

Mr. Lange responded Herman Kittles is applying for both 4% and 9% categories, 

they are aware Council will reject any plan under the 50%-60% average so they 
would forego the points awarded under the scoring matrix to meet that criteria. 

 
Council Member Jefferson asked if Herman Kittles is going to reapply in October. 

 
Mr. Lange replied yes. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if the property in Grand Rapids used tax 
credits for construction. 

 
Mr. Lange responded yes. 

 

 Stated he spoke with DTE regarding damaged DTE light poles in downtown and 

DTE will begin repairs in two weeks for poles deemed dangerous.  Mr. Lange 
stated another group of poles requiring paint will occur sometime after that. 

 
 Stated the current contract with DTE does not address the redistribution of light 

poles, such as on Hewitt and Water streets.  Mr. Lange added as soon as the 

retrofitting has been complete the City will begin that process. 
 Stated street lights on Washington will be replaced with LED lights for under 

$25,000.  Mr. Lange will provide Council with a return on investment once those 

numbers are available to him. 

 DTE began retrofitting the 176 streetlights but no report has been provided.  The 

DTE team will provide a report by Monday. 
 Stated the fourth floor of City Hall has had the lenses of the light fixtures 

replaced and the quality is much better. 

 Stated the urgent road repairs have begun throughout the City. 

 Informed Council the ground breaking for Water Street will be on August 14 at 4 

p.m. 
 Stated the City has received the Recreation Center contract from the County. 

 Informed there are four officers in the field training program and at least three 

of the four are doing very well. 
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 One of the new police officers has recorded 50 drunken driving arrests in less 

than a year. 
 Stated DPS is beginning the hiring process for two employees. 

 The Police Department command structure is at 4 Lt. and 2 Rd. Sergeants and 

the Fire Department has 3 Captains and 2 Lt. as a result overtime hours are 

decreasing. 

 Stated the new MML insurance contract provides a savings of $50,000. 

 The TAP grant is providing the City with $100,000 worth of savings. 

 Staff has been working on closing the 2013-2014 Fiscal Year. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked Mr. Lange to provide Council with an information letter and 

provide bullet points during “Communications from the City Manager”. 
 Stated he and Community Development Director Gillotti attended a brokers event 

and have several solid leads. 

 The Parkridge Center has received 501(c)3 status. 

 The New York Times is doing a story on how the City feels about Michigan 

Leadership in Congress retiring. 
 The City Manager’s Office Intern, Jessica Teng, has accepted another position 

and the City Manager’s Office is in the process on hiring a new intern. 

 The Peninsular Dam inspections have been complete and the City is waiting on a 

report. 

 
XVIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – 

 
None 

 

XIX. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR – 
 

None 
 

XX. ADJOURNMENT – 
 

Resolution No. 2014-195, adjourning the Council meeting. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
That the City Council Meeting be adjourned, on call, by the 

Mayor or two (2) members of Council. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Vogt 
 

On a voice vote, the motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 



 
August 12, 2014 

 
 
VIA EMAIL and USPS 
 
CITY OF YPSILANTI 
City Council 
One South Huron Street 
Ypsilanti, Michigan  48197-5400 
 
 Re: YCUA Water and Sewer Rate Changes 
 
 
Dear Council Member: 
 
 At the regular meeting of the YCUA Board of Commissioners on August 27, 2014, the Board will 
consider a recommendation to the Ypsilanti City Council for the following rate adjustments for City 
Division customers: a water rate increase of 3.5%, a sewer rate increase of 3.5%, and a surcharge 
decrease of 2%.  This would decrease the surcharge to 65%.  The combined effect of these rate 
adjustments, which will be effective October 16, 2014, would be a 2.31% increase in a City Division 
customer’s bimonthly bill. 
 
 The three ordinances approving these rate adjustments are included in this correspondence for 
your consideration.  Also included is the document summarizing the budget highlights related to the 
September 1, 2014 fiscal year budget, which the YCUA Board of Commissioners will also consider at 
their August 27, 2014 regular meeting.  Note that although the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
has increased its rate to YCUA by 5.2% effective July 1, 2014, we are able to limit the water rate increase 
to YCUA customers to 3.5% due to containment of operating costs. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

JEFF CASTRO, Director 
Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority 

 
 
 
JC/kks 
Enclosures 
cc w/encl.: YCUA Board of Commissioners 
  Mr. Ralph Lange 
  Ms. Frances McMullan 
  Mr. Thomas E. Daniels 
cc:  Mr. Dwayne Harrigan 
  Ms. Venita Terry 



YCUA  
2014-15 Budget Highlights 

Item A. 
 
Water Sales         

City Division:  The budget projects that water sales in the city will remain about the same as 
the last two years.  The city division is overwhelmingly domestic and institutional with little 
industry; domestic and institutional use is staying level.   
 
Township Division:  The budget projects water sales in the Township to be remain about the 
same as the last fiscal years. Due to the wet summer, usage is down around 5% from FY 2012.     

 
Sewer Sales 

City Division:  The budget projects sewer sales from within the city to remain about the same 
as the current year for the same reason as stated above.  We are projecting WTUA sales to be 
at about 9.8 million gallons per day, the same as the 2013 budget. 
 
Township Division:  The budget projects sewer sales from within the Township to remain 
about the same as the current year.  The Township has had a decrease of about 3% in sales 
since FY 2012.   As mentioned above, we are projecting WTUA sales to be at flat. 

                                                                                                                                                                         
 
Revenue 

Operating Income is projected to increase by 2.1%. This is necessary to cover operational 
costs, debt principle, required capital costs, and debt requirements.   
 

     
Operating Expense Changes 
 Purchased Water $  600,000   5.20% DWSD rate increase 
 Depreciation  $  600,000 
 Debt/interest   $  200,000    
 Other operating Exp.  ($200,000) 
  
City Customers- 2.26% Increase 
 Minimum Bill ($77.36)  2.26% increase on bill   $1.71/bill or $.86/mth 
 Average Bill ($151.12) 2.31% increase on bill   $3.41/bill or $1.71/mth 

(Comprised of 3.5% increase water/3.5% increase sewer/ 2% decrease in surcharge) 
 
Township Customers- 3.50% Increase 

Minimum Bill ($50.71) 3.50% increase on bill  $1.71/bill or $.86/mth 
Average User ($101.23) 3.50% increase on bill  $3.42/bill or $1.71/mth 

(Comprised of 3.5% increase water/ 3.5% increase sewer/ 0% change in surcharge)
        

 
7/14/14 



YCUA City Division

Current Charges:

Minimum User residential 
6 units(4488 gallons) per 2 month billing cycle
water sewer Total

6 units $23.66 $21.64 $45.30
surcharge (67%) $16.09 $14.50 $30.35

Total $39.51 $36.14 $75.65

Average User residential
16 units(11,968 gallons) per 2 month billing cycle
water sewer Total

6 units $23.66 $21.64 $45.30
10 units $22.26 $20.89 $43.15
surcharge (68%) $30.77 $28.50 $59.26

Total $76.69 $71.03 $147.71

PROPOSED: 10/16/14
Water rate 3.50%
Sewer rate 3.50%
surcharge 65.00%
Effect on a minimum and average city customer with a proposed 3.50% water rate increase, a  
sewer rate increase of 3.5%.  Surcharge decrease to 65%.

Minimum User residential (proposed)

6 units(4488 gallons) per 2 month billing cycle
water sewer Total

6 units $24.49 $22.40 $46.89
surcharge (65%) $15.92 $14.56 $30.48

Total $40.40 $36.96 $77.36

increase $0.89 $0.82 $1.71
increase/mo $0.45 $0.41 $0.86

cumulative rate increase 2.26%

Average User residential (proposed)
16 units(11,968 gallons) per 2 month billing cycle
water sewer Total

6 units $24.49 $22.40 $46.89
10 units $23.08 $21.62 $44.70
surcharge (67%) $30.92 $28.61 $59.53

Total $78.49 $72.63 $151.12

increase $1.80 $1.61 $3.41
increase/mo $0.90 $0.80 $1.70

cumulative rate increase 2.31%



  

 

Resolution No. 2014 – 197 
September 2, 2014 

           
 
 
 
   
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-454(b) of 
the Code of Ordinances to increase water rates by 3.5% within the City of Ypsilanti, be 
approved on First Reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
YES: NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE:   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



  

 

Resolution No. 2014 – 198 
September 2, 2014 

           
 
 
 
   
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the public hearing on the proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, 
Section 106-454(b) of the Code of Ordinances to increase water rates by 3.5% within 
the City of Ypsilanti, be officially closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
YES: NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE:   
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ORDINANCE NO. 1227 

 

An Ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-454(b) of the Code of 

Ordinances to increase water rates within the City of Ypsilanti. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

  

That Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-454(b) of the Code of Ordinances shall be amended 

as follows: 

 

(b) For all billings rendered prior to October 16, 2014, existing rates shall prevail.  For all 

billings rendered from October 16, 2014, water charges shall be as follows for each bi-

monthly (two month) period:  

 

(1)     Minimum bi-monthly readiness-to-serve rates based upon size of meter and use 

of up to the allowed usage of water: 

 

Meter Size/Inch  Allowed Usage Water Rate 

  Cubic Feet 

___________________________________________________________ 

5/8 - 3/4          600  $      24.49 

1        1,000          44.48 

1-1/2        2,100        115.31 

2        4,000        253.21 

3        9,000        520.06 

4      16,200        985.03 

6      36,000     2,044.99 

8      66,000     3,729.79 

10    102,000     5,671.43 

12    150,000     9,386.64 

 

(2)     Bimonthly consumption rates in excess of allowed usage: 

 

Rate per 100 C.F.       After 

Bi-monthly Water                                       10/16/14 

 

All consumption in excess     $2.31 

of allowed usage per 100 cf 
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* * * * * * * * 

 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force upon publication in the Washtenaw Now 

(formerly Ypsilanti Courier).  

 

 

MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE YPSILANTI CITY COUNCIL THIS ____ DAY OF 

______________, 2014. 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Paul T. Schreiber, Mayor 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Frances McMullan, City Clerk 

 

 

     ATTEST 

 

I do hereby confirm that the above Ordinance No. _1227___ was published in the 

_Washtenaw Now (formerly Ypsilanti Courier)__ on the ___ day of ________, 2014. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Resolution No. 2014 – 199 
September 2, 2014 

           
 
 
 
   
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-455(a) of 
the Code of Ordinances to increase sewage disposal service rates by 3.5% within the 
City of Ypsilanti, be approved on First Reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
YES: NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE:   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



  

 

Resolution No. 2014 – 200 
September 2, 2014 

           
 
 
 
   
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That public hearing on the proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 
106-455(a) of the Code of Ordinances to increase sewage disposal service rates by 
3.5% within the City of Ypsilanti, be officially closed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
YES: NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE:   
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ORDINANCE NO. 1228 

 

 An ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-455(a) of the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Ypsilanti, to increase sewage disposal service rates.  

 

 BE IT ORDERED BY THE CITY OF YPSILANTI, that: 

 

 That Section 106-455(a) of Chapter 106, Article V of the Code of Ordinances shall be 

revised as follows: 

 

       (a)   For all billings rendered prior to October 16, 2014, existing rates for 

sewage disposal services shall prevail.  For all billings rendered from October 16, 2014, rates for 

sewage disposal services shall be as shown in Schedule A: 

  

Schedule A: 
  CAPITAL CHARGE OM&R  TOTAL  
 
Meter Size Allowed Usage Contract  All Contract All Contract All 

(inch) Cubic Feet Community Others Communities Others Community Others 
 

5/8-3/4 600 $1.28 $1.28 $17.07 $21.12 $18.34 $22.40 

1 1000 $2.15 $2.15 $28.53 $35.96 $30.68 $38.11 
1-1/2 2100 $4.70 $4.70 $58.53 $73.94 $63.24 $78.64 

2 4000 $8.54 $8.54 $112.92 $142.12 $121.46 $150.66 

3 9000 $19.24 $19.24 $246.43 $317.99 $265.67 $337.24 
4 16200 $34.63 $34.63 $470.07 $573.12 $504.71 $607.75 

6 36000 $76.96 $76.96 $1,013.52 $1,275.47 $1,090.49 $1,352.43 

8 66000 $141.06 $141.06 $1,849.80 $2,329.84 $1,990.86 $2,470.90 
10 102000 $214.79 $214.79 $2,863.34 $3,605.31 $3,078.13 $3,820.10 

12 150000 $320.61 $320.61 $4,214.71 $5,305.87 $4,535.33 $5,626.48 

 

 

 

For all usage in excess of allowed usage the rate per 100 cubic feet shall be as follows: 
 
 

  CAPITAL CHARGE  OM&R  TOTAL 

 
Contract Communities $0.215   $1.847  $2.063 

All Others  $0.215   $1.947  $2.162 

 

 

 

 

  * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force upon local publication in Washtenaw Now 

(formerly Ypsilanti Courier). 
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MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE YPSILANTI CITY COUNCIL THIS 

_________________ DAY OF ____________________, 2014. 

 

 

  

     __________________________________ 

     Paul T. Schreiber, Mayor 

 

 

     __________________________________ 

     Frances McMullan, City Clerk 

 

 

 

     ATTEST 

 

 I do hereby confirm that the above Ordinance No. _1228___ was published in the 

_Washtenaw Now (formerly Ypsilanti Courier)  on the _____ day of _____________________, 

2014. 

 

 



  

 

Resolution No. 2014 – 201 
September 2, 2014 

           
 
 
 
   
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-499 of the 
Code of Ordinances to decrease the restricted debt retirement and capital improvement 
fund surcharge on water and sewer bills within the City of Ypsilanti by adding a 
surcharge of 65% to each water and sewage bill for billings to be deposited in a 
restricted debt retirement and capital improvements fund, be approved on First 
Reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
YES: NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE:   

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

Resolution No. 2014 – 202 
September 2, 2014 

           
 
 
 
   
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the public hearing on the proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, 
Section 106-499 of the Code of Ordinances to decrease the restricted debt retirement 
and capital improvement fund surcharge on water and sewer bills within the City of 
Ypsilanti by adding a surcharge of 65% to each water and sewage bill for billings to be 
deposited in a restricted debt retirement and capital improvements fund, be officially 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
YES: NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE:   
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ORDINANCE NO. 1229 

 

 

An Ordinance to amend Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-499 of the Code of 

Ordinances to decrease the restricted debt retirement and capital improvement fund surcharge 

on water and sewer service bills. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

  

 That, effective October 16, 2014, and not before, Chapter 106, Article V, Section 106-499 of 

the Code of Ordinances be amended to read as follows: 

 

  A surcharge of sixty-five percent (65%) is hereby added to each water and 

sewage bill for billings rendered on or after October 16, 2014.  The proceeds of sixty-five 

percent (65%) of gross billings shall be deposited in a restricted debt retirement and capital 

improvements fund. The funds in this account shall be used for debt retirement on authority of 

the YCUA Board and for capital improvements on approval of City Council. 

   

 * * * * * * * *    

 

 This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force upon local publication in __Washtenaw 

Now (formerly Ypsilanti Courier)__.  

 

 

MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE YPSILANTI CITY COUNCIL THIS ___________ 

DAY OF ____________________, 2014. 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Paul T. Schreiber, Mayor 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Frances McMullan, City Clerk 

 

 

     ATTEST 

 

I do hereby confirm that the above Ordinance No. _1229___ was published in the _Washtenaw Now 

(formerly Ypsilanti Courier) on the _____ day of _____________________, 2014. 

 



   Resolution No. 2014-203 
September 2, 2014 

 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL  OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
  
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: that an ordinance entitled "An 
ordinance to vacate a certain 14 foot wide, 130 foot long alley from Ninde Street heading 
east to N. River Street to the extent of the southerly parcel boundaries of 11-11-09-131-
005 (46-50 E. Cross) and 11-11-09-131-043 (52-56 E. Cross) and the northerly parcel 
boundaries of 11-11-09-131-021 and 11-11-09-131-022 in the City of Ypsilanti, Michigan" 
be approved on Second and Final Reading. 
 
 
 
 

OFFERED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
YES:            NO:             ABSENT:            VOTE: 



   Resolution No. 2014-204 
September 2, 2014 

 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL  OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
  
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that the public hearing on an 
ordinance entitled "An ordinance to vacate a certain 14 foot wide, 130 foot long alley from 
Ninde Street heading east to N. River Street to the extent of the southerly parcel 
boundaries of 11-11-09-131-005 (46-50 E. Cross) and 11-11-09-131-043 (52-56 E. Cross) 
and the northerly parcel boundaries of 11-11-09-131-021 and 11-11-09-131-022 in the 
City of Ypsilanti, Michigan" be officially closed. 
 
 
 
 

OFFERED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
YES:            NO:             ABSENT:            VOTE: 
 



 
CITY OF YPSILANTI 

 
Ordinance No. 1230 

 
 
 

An ordinance to vacate a certain 14 foot wide, 130 foot long alley from Ninde Street 
heading east to N. River Street to the extent of the southerly parcel boundaries of 11-11-
09-131-005 (46-50 E. Cross) and 11-11-09-131-043 (52-56 E. Cross) and the northerly 
parcel boundaries of 11-11-09-131-021 and 11-11-09-131-022 in the City of Ypsilanti, 
Michigan 
 
 

1. THE CITY OF YPSILANTI ORDAINS That: 
 

  a. Pursuant to the Ypsilanti City Code Section 94-271, et al, any alley that 
may be owned by the city of Ypsilanti in the property described below be and the 
same hereby is vacated: 

 
 A strip of land commencing at the southwestern corner of parcel 11-

11-09-131-005 (legally described as: W 50 FT OF LOTS 313 & 314 
EXC N 16.50 FT FOR STREET SHOWERMAN & COMPTON'S 
ALLOTMENT OF PART OF FRAC'L SECTION 9, T 3 SOUTH OF RANGE 
7 EAST), thence easterly 130 feet running along southern boundary 
of said lot to the southeastern corner of parcel 11-11-09-131-043 
(legally described as: E 82 FT OF LOTS 313 & 314 EXC N 16.50FT 
FOR STREET, SHOWERMAN & COMPTON'S ALLOTMENT OF PART OF 
FRAC'L SEC 9, T3S-R7E. COMBINES ON 2/07/2013 FROM 11-11-09-
131-004 & 11-11-09-131-042), thence southerly 14 feet to the 
northeastern corner of parcel 11-11-09-131-022 (legally described 
as: THE EAST 1/2 OF LOTS 315 & 316, EXC N 14 FT THEREOF, 
SHOWERMAN & COMPTON'S ADD'N), thence westerly 130 feet 
running along the northern boundary of said lot to the northwestern 
corner of parcel 11-11-09-131-021 (legally described as: THE WEST 
1/2 OF LOTS 315 & 316, EXC N 14 FT THEREOF, SHOWERMAN & 
COMPTON'S ADD'N), thence northerly to the point of beginning. 

   
  b. The city reserves all rights and an easement for installation and 

maintenance of utilities within the entire former right-of-way. 
    

 c. The Ypsilanti City Clerk shall record a certified copy of such resolution of 
vacation and this ordinance with the Washtenaw County Register of Deeds and 
send a copy to the State Treasurer. 



 d. No further City action or expense to transfer title to the alley and amend 
the plat is authorized. The affected property owners may institute such legal action 
as may be necessary to properly obtain title and amend the plat. 

  
2.  Severability.   If any clause, sentence, section, paragraph, or part of this 
ordinance, or the application thereof to any person, firm, corporation, legal entity, or 
circumstances, shall be for any reason adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to 
be unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not effect, impair, or invalidate the 
remainder of this Ordinance and the application of such provision to other persons, 
firms, corporations, legal entities, or circumstances by such judgment shall be confined 
in its operation to the clause, sentence, section, paragraph, or part of this Ordinance 
thereof directly involved in the case or controversy in which such judgment shall have 
been rendered and to the person, firm, corporation, legal entity, or circumstances then 
and there involved.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent of this body that 
the Ordinance would have been adopted had such invalid or unconstitutional provisions 
not have been included in this Ordinance. 

3. Repeal.   All other Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance 
are, to the extent of such inconsistencies, hereby repealed. 

4.  Savings Clause.  The balance of the Code of Ordinances, City of Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, except as herein or previously amended, shall remain in full force and effect.  
The repeal provided herein shall not abrogate or affect any offense or act committed or 
done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any pending fee, assessments, litigation, 
or prosecution of any right established, occurring prior to the effective date hereof. 
 
5. Copies to be available.   Copies of the Ordinance are available at the office of 
the city clerk for inspection by, and distribution to, the public during normal office 
hours.  A complete copy of the ordinance is also available for inspection on the City’s 
website, www.cityofypsilanti.com. 

6. Publication and Effective Date. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance, or 
a summary of this Ordinance, to be published by printing the same in the publication of 
record.  This Ordinance shall become effective after publication at the expiration of 30 
days after adoption. 

 
 
 
 
 
MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE YPSILANTI CITY COUNCIL THIS ________ DAY 
OF ___________________, 2014. 
 ______________________________ 
 Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
 



 Attest 
 
I do hereby confirm that the above Ordinance No. ___ was published in The Washtenaw 
Now (formerly Ypsilanti Courier) on the __________ day of ______________________, 
2014. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
 
 
 CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTING 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the Ordinance passed at the regular 
meeting of the City Council held on the _____ day of ________________, 2014. 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
 
Notice Published:  __July 31 and August 7, 2014___ 
 
First Reading:  ____July 8, 2014________________ 
 
Second Reading: __September 2, 2014__________ 
 
Published: ________________________________ 
 
Effective Date:  _____________________________ 



 

Resolution No. 2014 –205 
September 2, 2014 

 
 

 

 

 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the following items be approved: 
 

 

1. Resolution No. 2014-206, approving Ordinance No. 1226, an ordinance to adopt the 
International Property Maintenance Code, to amend Chapter 50 entitled, “Fire 

Prevention and Protection” by amending Article II, “Fire Prevention Code”, Section 
50-33, “Additions, Insertions, and Changes to update the rules regarding “Open 

Source Fires and Open Burnings”. (Second Reading) 

 
2. Resolution No. 2014-207, renewing agreement with Michigan Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) to maintain all state trunk lines and bridges within the City’s 
jurisdiction. 

 

3. Resolution No. 2014-208, designating official representative and alternate for the 
Michigan Municipal League (MML) Annual Convention.   

 
4. Resolution No. 2014-209, approving DDA Streetscape Agreement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY: _____________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  __________________________________________________ 
 
 
YES:  NO:  ABSENT:   VOTE:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Barr, 

  Anhut &  

Associates, P.C. 
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105 Pearl Street 

Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
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Fax (734) 483-3871 

www.barrlawfirm.com 

   e-mail: jbarr@barrlawfirm.com 
    

                

               e-

mail: barranhut@voyager.net 
 

John M. Barr 

Karl A. Barr 

Daniel J. DuChene 

Jesse O’Jack ~ Of Counsel 

William F. Anhut ~ Of Counsel – Retired 

Jennifer A. Healy ~ Legal Assistant 

R E Q U E S T   F O R   L E G I S L A T I O N 

 

        DATE:  July 18, 2014 

 

FROM: Jesse O'Jack, Assistant Ypsilanti City Attorney 

 

SUBJECT:  Adoption of ordinance to amend Chapter 50 of the Ypsilanti City Code by amending 

Article II, "Fire Prevention Code," Section 10.1.5 "Open source fires or open burnings," to include 

the use of outdoor fireplaces, prohibit sky lanterns, and reflect the requirements of NFPA 1, 

Uniform Fire Code 

 

SUMMARY/BACKGROUND 

 

 The City of Ypsilanti has adopted by reference and enforces NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code, 

2006 Edition, as amended by Section 50-33 "Additions, insertions, and changes."  The 

current NFPA edition is the 2012 edition.  The current amendments regarding open source 

fires or open burnings do not include the use of outdoor fireplaces or sky lanterns and is 

based on the 1996 edition of BOCA  However, rather than update the entire NFPA code to 

the current edition, the recommendation is to wait until the  NFPA 2015 edition is released 

and then do a complete adoption at that time.  However, as a temporary measure until the 

adoption of the NFPA 2015 edition,  it is recommended that Section 10.1.5 "Open sources 

fires or open burnings" of Section 50-33 of the Ypsilanti City Code be updated separately 

without waiting until the 2015 NFPA edition is released to include regulating the use of 

outdoor fireplaces, prohibiting sky lanterns, and to reflect the requirements of NFPA 1, 

Uniform Fire Code. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Proposed Ordinance 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:   Adoption of the ordinance 

 

 

 

DATE RECEIVED:     7/18/14                  AGENDA ITEM NO.    2014-173      

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 

 

FOR AGENDA OF:   8/7/14                FINANCE DIR. APPROVAL       

SECOND READING:  9/2/14 

 

COUNCIL ACTION TAKEN: 
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Resolution No. 2014-206 
September 2, 2014 

 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
 That a ordinance to adopt the International Property Maintenance Code, entitled 
"AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 50 OF THE YPSILANTI CITY CODE, ENTITLED 
“FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION,” BY AMENDING ARTICLE II, “FIRE 
PREVENTION CODE,” SECTION 50-33 “ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, AND CHANGES TO 
UPDATE THE RULES REGARDING OPEN SOURCE FIRES AND OPEN BURNINGS" be 
approved on Second and Final Reading. 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERED BY: ____________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: __________________________________________ 
 
YES:            NO:             ABSENT:            VOTE:   
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City of Ypsilanti 
 

Ordinance No. 1226 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 50 OF THE YPSILANTI CITY CODE, ENTITLED 
“FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION,” BY AMENDING ARTICLE II, “FIRE 
PREVENTION CODE,” SECTION 50-33 “ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, AND CHANGES TO 
UPDATE THE RULES REGARDING OPEN SOURCE FIRES AND OPEN BURNINGS. 
 
THE CITY OF YPSILANTI HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1: Amendments, additions, and deletions to Chapter 50, “Fire 
Prevention and Protection,” Article  II  “Fire  Prevention Code,” of the Code 
of Ordinances, City of Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
 
That Chapter 50, “Fire Prevention and Protection,” of the Ypsilanti City Code, Article II, 
“Fire Prevention Code,” Section 50-33, “Additions, insertions, and changes,” is hereby 
amended as follows: 
 

Sec. 50-33. Additions, insertions, and changes.  
 

That the NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code, 2006 Edition is amended and 

changed in the following respects:  

Section 1.13 Certificates of Fitness, page 1-22, line 1. Change "Certificates 

of Fitness" to read "Certificates of Occupancy" in the title and all further 

references to "Certificate of Fitness" found in sections 1.13.1, 1.13.2, 

1.13.3, 1.13.4, 1.13.5.1, 1.13.5.2, 1.13.5.3, 1.13.5.4, 1.13.6, 1.13.7, 

1.13.8, 1.13.9, 1.13.10 and (1), (3), (4), 1.13.11, 1.13.12.1, and 

1.13.12.3 change to "Certificate of Occupancy."  

 

Section 10.1.5, page 1-54. Delete section and replace with: "Open source 

fires or open burnings are prohibited within the city so that:  

Section 10.1.5 Open source fires or open Burnings.  Open source fires or 

open burnings are prohibited within the city except where specifically 

permitted as follows: 

A. No person shall may kindle, authorize or maintain a rubbish 

fire or bonfire on public or private land or on any street or alleyway 

within the city.  

B. No The burning of leaves, trees, logs, brush or stumps is 

prohibited will be allowed within the city. 

C. Cooking fires using solid fuel such as charcoal, wood and 

wood the like materials, shall are prohibited  not be allowed on 

balconies or covered patios or within 10 feet of any structure in 
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multiple-family buildings or in any business districts. Gas fired 

cooking units such as propane grills are permitted will be allowed.  

D. Use of an outdoor fireplace equipped with a spark arrester is 

permitted if it complies with the following: 

1.   The outdoor fireplace must be used in accordance 

with the manufacturer's recommendations;  

2. The fireplace is not located within 25 feet of any 

structure; and 

3. The fireplace is maintained in good condition. 

E. Barbecues, outdoor fireplaces, and grills may not be used for 

the disposal of rubbish, trash, or combustibles. 

F. Burning that is offensive or objectionable because of smoke 

or odor emission must be extinguished immediately.  The Fire 

Department is authorized to order the extinguishment of illegal 

open burning or fires and any burning or fires creating a hazard. 

G. The use of sky lanterns is prohibited.  For the purposes of 

this subsection, a sky  lantern means any airborne paper lantern, 

also known as Kongming Lantern or Chinese lantern, sky candle, or 

fire balloon which is constructed from oiled rice paper on a bamboo 

frame, and contains a small candle or fuel cell composed of a waxy 

flammable material, which when lit, the flame heats up the air 

inside the lantern, thus lowering its density and causing the lantern 

to rise into the air, or any similar device. 

H. The following fires are approved: 

 1. Small cooking fire contained in a vessel designed for 

that use so long as it complies with the subsections above. 

 2. Outdoor fireplaces that comply with the subsections 

above. 

 3. Salamanders or other devices used for heating 

construction or other workers so long as no nuisance is created. 

 4. Controlled wild fire burns may be allowed by the Fire 

Marshall when this action is necessary to protect rare plants 

dependent on fire for seed production. 

 5. Open fire for recognized ceremonial purpose only may 

be permitted after obtaining approval from the Fire Official subject 

to the following: 

a. The fire must be constantly attended; and 

b. A garden hose, fire extinguisher or other 

approved fire extinguishing equipment must be 

available for immediate use.   

6. Small fires used by municipal firefighters for training 

purposes. 

 Excepted fires. 
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1. Small cooking fires contain in a vessel designed for 

that use so long as there is no conflict with  article "C" of 

this section.  

2. Salamanders or other devices used for heating 

construction or other workers so long as no nuisance is 

created.  

3. Controlled wild fire burns may be allowed by the fire 

marshal when this action is necessary to protect rare plants 

dependent on fire for seed production.  

4. Small fires used by public firefighters for training 

purposes." 

I. Fees.  Persons who cause the fire department to respond 

due to a violation of this section are responsible for the Fire 

Department's costs and expenses as set forth in Chapter 38 

"Emergency Services," Article III "Recovery of certain emergency 

response costs," Division 4 "Incidents involving the response of the 

Fire Department." 

 

Section 10.13 Vacant Buildings and Premises, page 1-58. Delete sections 

10.13.1 through 10.13.3 and replace with a reference stating "See 

Ypsilanti City Code, Chapter 18, Article VI, Division 5 Vacant Buildings."  
 

 
Section 2.  Severability. 
 
 If any clause, sentence, section, paragraph, or part of this ordinance, or the 
application thereof to any person, firm, corporation, legal entity, or circumstances, is for 
any reason adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or 
invalid, such judgment will not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this 
Ordinance and the application of such provision to other persons, firms, corporations, 
legal entities, or circumstances by such judgment will be confined in its operation to the 
clause, sentence, section, paragraph, or part of this Ordinance thereof directly involved 
in the case or controversy in which such judgment has been rendered and to the 
person, firm, corporation, legal entity, or circumstances then and there involved.  It is 
hereby declared to be the legislative intent of this body that the Ordinance would have 
been adopted had such invalid or unconstitutional provisions not have been included in 
this Ordinance. 
 
Section 3.  Repeal. 
 
 All other Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the 
extent of such inconsistencies, hereby repealed. 
 
 

https://library.municode.com/HTML/13981/level2/PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE.html#PTIICOOR_CH18BUBURE
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Section 4.  Savings Clause. 

 

 The balance of the Code of Ordinances, City of Ypsilanti, Michigan, except as 
herein or heretofore amended, shall remain in full force and effect.  The repeal provided 
herein will not abrogate or affect any offense or act committed or done, or any penalty 
or forfeiture incurred, or any pending fee, assessments, litigation, or prosecution of any 
right established, occurring prior to the effective date hereof. 

 

Section 5.  Copies to be available. 

 

 Copies of the ordinance are available at the office of the city clerk for inspection 
by, and distribution to, the public during normal office hours. 

 

Section 6.  Publication and Effective Date. 

 

 The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance, or a summary of this Ordinance, to be 
published by printing the same in the Washtenaw Now (formerly Ypsilanti Courier).  
This Ordinance shall become effective after publication at the expiration of 30 days 
after adoption. 

    
MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE YPSILANTI CITY COUNCIL THIS ____ DAY OF 
________, 2014. 
 

               _________________________________ 
              Paul Schreiber, Mayor 

 
           

 _________________________________ 
       Frances McMullan, City Clerk 

 
 
 Attest 
 
I do hereby confirm that the above Ordinance No. ___ was published in the Washtenaw 
Now (formerly Ypsilanti Courier) on the ___ day of __________, 2014. 
 

             
_________________________________ 

      Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
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 CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTING 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the Ordinance passed at the regular 
meeting of the City Council held on the ___ day of ________, 2014. 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
       Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
 
 

Notice Published:  _July 24, 2014_______________ 
 
First Reading:  __August 7, 2014________________ 
 
Second Reading: __September 2, 20140___________ 
 
Published: ________________________________ 
 
Effective Date:  _____________________________ 
 

  

   
 



 

 
 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
 

 

 
From:  Stan Kirton, DPS Director_                    Date: September 2, 2014 

 
 

Subject:  MDOT Contract No. 2014-0435 for State Trunk Line Maintenance Contract 
 

 

Summary and Background:   
 

This a request for City Council to approve MDOT Contract No. 2014-0435 which renews the 
agreement with Michigan Department of Transportation and the City of Ypsilanti for the City of 

Ypsilanti to maintain all state trunk lines and bridges within the City’s jurisdiction.  The contract 

term is from October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2019.      
 

The contract documents submitted for signatures have been reviewed by the City Attorney's 
office. 

 
 

Attachments: MDOT Contract No. 2014-0435, Copy of AFSCME Contract 

 
Recommended Action: Approval 

 
Date Received: August 19, 2014__ Agenda Item No.: ___2014-________________ 

 

City Manager Comments: _________________________________________ 
 

For Agenda of __September 2, 2014    _ 
 

Finance Director Approval ________________________________________ 

 

Council Action Taken: _____________________________________________ 



Resolution No. 2014-207 
September 2, 2014 

       
 
        

 

 

 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING MDOT STATE TRUNK LINE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
WHEREAS a State Trunk Line Maintenance Contract (MDOT NO. 2014-0435) is made and entered 

into by and between the Michigan Department of Transportation and the City of Ypsilanti; and 
 

WHEREAS MDOT has found that contracting with the City of Ypsilanti for the maintenance of 
state trunk lines and bridges within its jurisdiction is in the best public interest; and 

 

WHEREAS the term of the contract is October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2019; and  
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council approves the MDOT Contract NO. 
2014-0435 State Trunk Line Maintenance Contract; and 

  

FURTHER, that the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign the necessary contract 
documents, and that the City Manager is authorized to sign any change orders, subject to 

approval by the City Attorney. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

OFFERED BY:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

 

SUPPORTED BY: ________________________________________________ 
 

 
YES:                    NO:                     ABSENT:                            VOTE: 









































































 Resolution No. 2014 – 208 
September 2, 2014 

 
 

 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
THAT _______________________________________________ be appointed as Delegate and   
 
________________  ___________________________ be appointed as Alternate for the Annual  
 
Convention of the Michigan Municipal League to be held October 15-17, 2014 in Marquette,  
 
Michigan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
YES:  NO:   ABSENT:        VOTE:    
 
 







 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________

________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Barr, 

  Anhut &  

Associates, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

105 Pearl Street 

Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

(734) 481-1234 

Fax (734) 483-3871 

www.barrlawfirm.com 

   e-mail: jbarr@barrlawfirm.com 
    

                

               e-

mail: barranhut@voyager.net 
 

John M. Barr 

Karl A. Barr 

    ~~~~~~~ 

Jesse O’Jack ~ Of Counsel 

William F. Anhut ~ Of Counsel – Retired 

Jane A. Slider ~ Legal Assistant 

 
R E Q U E S T   F O R   L E G I S L A T I O N 

 
        DATE:  August 27, 2014 
 
FROM:  John M. Barr, Ypsilanti City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT:   DDA Streetscape Agreement 
 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND 
 
  Staff and the DDA have been working on an agreement to assign 

responsibility for streetscape maintenance. The parties have been operating under 
the agreement for some time but I found that the actual written agreement has not 
been executed. The attached agreement has been approved by the DDA board. 

 
  I recommend council approval of the agreement so the city can execute.  I 

have approved the agreement as to form. 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Streetscape Agreement 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the Agreement 

 

 
DATE RECEIVED:  8/27/14         AGENDA ITEM NO.           
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
 
FOR AGENDA OF:                     FINANCE DIR. APPROVAL       
 
COUNCIL ACTION TAKEN: 



 

 Resolution No. 2014-209 
September 2, 2014 

   
 
  

 
 

Resolution to approve DDA Streetscape Maintenance Agreement 
 

Whereas, the Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has made improvements 
to the Cross Street Area, and 
 
Whereas, the City of Ypsilanti and the DDA desire to provide for maintenance 
responsibilities of the Cross Street Area improvements, and 
 
Whereas, the DDA board of directors have approved such an agreement that is approved 
as to form by the city attorney, and  
 
Whereas, staff has approved the agreement. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: 
 
The attached Agreement for Cross Street Streetscape Maintenance is approved and the 
Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign for and on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 
 
 

OFFERED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
YES:            NO:             ABSENT:            VOTE: 
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AGREEMENT 
FOR CROSS STREET  STREETSCAPE MAINTENANCE 

 
 This Agreement between the CITY OF YPSILANTI, a Michigan municipal 
Home-rule corporation of One South Huron Street, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197, 
referred to as "CITY", and the YPSILANTI DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, A Michigan municipal authority, whose address is 1 South Huron 
Street,  Ypsilanti, MI 48197 referred to as "DDA". 
 

DDA and agrees to provide Streetscape maintenance services in the DDA 
area(s) of the city of Ypsilanti in an area described as: 
 

West Cross Street from Normal to Washington Streets 
East Cross Street from Rice to River Streets 
as shown on attached map marked Exhibit A 

 
  

Maintenance Services. 
 
 DDA will perform the following services: 
 
A.  Care for all plantings in area, including but not limited to rain gardens, 
islands, grass,  plants.  Care shall include watering, cutting grass (except as set 
out herein), plant (but not tree) pruning, leaf and plant waste removal, fertilize 
as necessary, spraying for insects and disease as necessary, after warranty 
period. 
B.  Furnishing and planting all plants in planters and islands and “bump-outs” as 
needed by existing containers and per a plan to be agreed upon. 
 
 
CITY will perform the following services: 
 
A. Regular street sweeping as required by Michigan Department of 
Transportation guidelines. 
B. Striping along cross walks, except for State trunk lines. 
C.  Tree pruning as required and disposal of tree pruning debris as well as leaf 
removal, after maintenance period. 
D.  Tree replacement, after maintenance period. 
 
BOTH PARTIES will: 
 
A.  Refer any issues or problems with street lights to Detroit Edison Company for 
solution. 
B.  Partner on maintenance, repair or replacement of seat wall fixtures.   
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 Standard of Performance:  The DDA shall perform the Contract 

faithfully and diligently and perform the services in a competent, professional, 
satisfactory and proper manner and during the Contract term or extensions 
thereof, use every best effort and endeavor to promote the interests of the CITY 
and devote such time, attention, skill, knowledge and ability as is necessary to 
most effectively and efficiently carry out and perform the Contract. 

 The parties understand and agree that the CITY or the DDA may 
terminate this Contract at any time with 30 days notice.   
  This Contract is to be performed in Washtenaw County, Michigan, 
and all legal venues shall exclusively lie therein. 
 

Independent DDA:  The relationship of the DDA to the CITY is and shall 
continue to be that of an independent contractor and no liability or benefits such as 
worker's compensation, pension rights, or other rights or liabilities arising out of or 
related to a contract for hire or employer/employee relationship shall arise or 
accrue to either party as a result of the performance of this Contract. 
 

Waiver of Liability:  The DDA hereby waives any claim against the CITY and 
agrees not to hold the CITY liable for any personal injury or damage incurred by it, 
its employees or associates on this project which is not held by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be directly attributable to the sole and/or gross 
negligence or malicious intentional conduct of any employee of the CITY acting 
within the scope of their employment.  It further agrees to hold the CITY harmless 
from any such claim by its employees or associates. 
  The City agrees not to hold the DDA liable for any personal injury 
or damage incurred by it, its employees or associates on this project which is not 
held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be directly attributable to the sole 
and/or gross negligence or malicious intentional conduct of any employee of the 
DDA acting within the scope of their employment.  It further agrees to hold the 
DDA harmless from any such claim by its employees or associates.  
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 For the purpose of the hold harmless indemnity and insurance 
provisions contained in this Contract, the term "CITY" shall be deemed to include 
the City of Ypsilanti and all other associated, affiliated, allied or subsidiary entities, 
or commissions, officers, agents, representatives and employees. 

 
 Insurance: The CITY shall maintain insurance and the DDA, prior to 

commencing work, shall provide at DDA’s own cost and expense the following 
insurance to the CITY in insurance companies licensed and/or approved in the 
State of Michigan, which insurance shall be evidenced by certificates and/or 
policies as determined by the CITY.  All policies and certificates of insurance shall 
be approved by the Department of City Manager of the CITY prior to the 
inception of any work. 

Each certificate or policy shall require that, thirty days prior to 
cancellation or material change in the policies, notice thereof shall be given to the 
CITY of registered mail, return receipt requested, for all of the following stated 
insurance policies.  All such notices shall name the DDA and identify the contract 
number. 
  
 Worker's Compensation insurance with Michigan statutory limits and 
employers' liability insurance with minimum limits of $100,000 each accident. 
  
 General Liability insurance with a minimum limit of liability per occurrence of 
$1,000,000 Combined Single Limit (Bodily Injury/Property Damage). 
 This insurance shall indicate on the Certificate of Insurance the following 
coverages: 

(a) Premises - Operations 
(b) Independent DDA and Sub- 

     DDAs 
(c) Products and Completed Operations 
(d) Broad Form Contractual 
(e) Broad Form Liability Endorsement 

 
Protective Liability Insurance:  Owners and DDAs.  The DDA shall provide 

a duplicate of the insurance policy to the City Manager.  This insurance contract 
shall name the CITY as the additional insured and remain in effect until the 
contract is accepted by the CITY.   
 The insurance shall provide minimum limits of liability per occurrence of 
$300,000.  Combined Single Limit:  Said insurance shall provide that the term 
"Owner" or CITY shall be deemed to include all authorities, boards, bureaus, 
commissions, divisions, departments, districts and offices of the CITY and the 
individual members, employees and agents thereof in their official capacities. 
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Conflict of Interest:  The DDA covenants that neither said corporation nor 
any officer, agent or employee of the corporation has any interest nor shall they 
acquire any interest, directly or indirectly, which would conflict in the manner or 
degree of performance with the Contract. 

 
 Equal Opportunity:  The DDA has knowledge of and agrees to comply with 

the provisions of the Ypsilanti City Ordinance 538, Affirmative Action. 
 

 The DDA further agrees to perform this Contract in accord with all 
federal, state and local laws and will not discriminate against any person on the 
basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, color, national origin, religion, handicap 
status, heights, weight, marital status, or other criteria which is not relevant to the 
particular job. 
 

 The DDA further agrees not to discriminate against any employee or 
applicant for employment because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
national origin, disability as set forth in the American's With Disability Act, age, 
height, weight, or marital status (except insofar as it relates to a bonafide or 
occupational qualification reasonable necessary to the normal operation of the 
business).  Breach of this provision may be regarded as material breach of the 
Agreement. 

 Living Wage: 
  A. (1) Living Wages be paid according to the Ypsilanti Living 
Wage Ordinance No. 892 (The Ordinance), and 
   (2)  Suitable notices be posted in the work place; and 
   (3)  Evidence of compliance including payroll records be 
provided to the Ypsilanti Personnel Department within 10 days of written request 
from the Ypsilanti Personnel Department. 
  B. In the event of violation of the provisions of The Ordinance 
or this contract this contract may be modified or terminated to comply with the 
provisions of The Ordinance, including withholding of moneys in amount equal to 
Living Wages not paid in accordance with The Ordinance and the City may also 
take action to recover the amount of the contract provided to any person found 
to have violated The ordinance. 
  C. Any employee shall have a separate cause of action to 
enforce the provisions of this contract and The Ordinance and any rights 
conferred under The Ordinance, in law and or equity, and any court of 
competent jurisdiction upon proper proof and the prevailing of the employee in 
such action, shall award actual damages, wage restitution, interest and actual 
attorney fees. 
  D. The City shall have the right to enforce this contract and The 
Ordinance in law or equity by court process including specific performance. 
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19. Not in Default to City.  The DDA hereby certifies that the DDA is 
not in default to the CITY, and that there are no unpaid taxes, real or personal, 
owed to the CITY by the DDA, and the DDA has no other unfulfilled obligations 
to the CITY and is compliance with all Ypsilanti City codes and ordinances.  The 
parties understand that a breach of this provision is a material breach of the 
contract. 
 

 

 
     DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
     BY:         
 
Dated: ____________________  
 
 
 CITY OF YPSILANTI, a Michigan Home-Rule City 
 
    BY:          
     Paul Schreiber, Mayor 
 
    BY:           
     Frances McMullan, Clerk   
Dated:  ___________________,  
 
2011 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
      
 JOHN M. BARR  P-10475 
Ypsilanti City Attorney 
 
 



REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
Sept 2, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From:    Teresa Gillotti, Director Community and Economic Development 
 
Subject:  Request to extend purchase agreement with Herman & Kittle LLC, for purchase 

and development of 1.7 acres for family housing  
 

 
Background 
On January 21, 2014, City Council approved a non-binding Letter of Intent with Herman & Kittle 
Properties, Inc (HKP). for the purchase and development of a portion of the Water Street 
Redevelopment area for family housing.  On Tuesday, February 25, 2014, City Council held a 
work session to discuss the proposal changes, site visits to other HKP properties, and other 
concerns and questions that remained from council, staff, and the public in attendance.  On 
March 4, 2014, City Council held a public hearing on the potential sale, and ultimately approved 
the purchase agreement for 1.7 acres to be developed as multi-family housing in the southern 
portion of the Water Street redevelopment area. 
 
The purchase agreement was contingent on Herman and Kittle receiving and accepting an 
allocation from MSHDA to finance the project.  The attached letter from MSHDA provides 
information on the allocation of HOME funds in the amount of $2.1 million dollars.  HKP did 
accept this allocation, although it represents about half the requested amount.  MSHDA is 
aware that a second allocation is needed, and based on a series of conversations with MSHDA 
in the last month or so; MSHDA has invited HKP to apply for the additional funding.  HKP is 
requesting an amendment to the purchase agreement to extend the inspection, governmental 
approvals and other related sections to accommodate the fall application to MSHDA.  With the 
amendment approved by City Council, HKP will proceed with an application to MSHDA in 
October of 2014 for the additional funding needed to fully finance the project.  
 
Previous scoring 
The HOME funds that complement the 4% tax credit bonds had a total allocation of $18 million 
last year.  The funds are released as part of a competitive scoring process that distributes 
funding based on ranking projects.  Water Street Flats ranked six in the round. One of elements 
that adversely affected the project scoring was the lack of a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT).  
Projects are scored based on a variety of factors including maintaining a low soft debt (HOME 
funds) to permanent mortgage ratio during the lifetime of the affordability period.  MSHDA uses 
this ratio as a guide due to the fact that HOME funds are a limited resource and wants to 
ensure the developers are leveraging these funds most efficiently. Use of the Brownfield Tax 
Increment financing, provides annual reimbursement of eligible brownfield, infrastructure and 
site preparation costs.  An estimated brownfield TIF reimbursement for this project showed 
reimbursement for about 20-23 years which would finance the roads, sewer, water, cleanup, 
site prep, geopiers, etc.  After that 20-23 year period, a dramatic increase in annual operating 
expenses for the project after that period, until year 35 of the affordability period.  Without a 
means to stabilize the expenditure after that time frame, the project scored lower than 
expected due to the fact that MSHDA’s debt would be exposed after the TIF expired.  This 



forced MSHDA to not underwrite the full benefit of the TIF in their underwriting, requiring a 
lower than expected permanent mortgage. 
 
What would change with a new application? 
Herman and Kittle will be reapplying for tax credits through two simultaneous applications in 
October.  Both rounds have similar timelines (see below), but do differ in some ways.  The 4% 
LIHTC and HOME funds is similar to the round where HKP received the partial allocation this 
year.   
 
The second application will be in a revised 9% tax credit round.  This round would feature some 
minor but preferred changes to the applications.  The 9% round provides significantly more 
equity into the project, which makes the following items more realistic relative to the bond 
application.  Those listed below are intended to be included in the application in Oct.  
Confirmation of these items will be available after the HKP investor’s meeting prior to Council’s 
meeting on Sept. 2. 
  

 Enterprise Green Certification – Allows additional 10 points.  We would revert back to 
the original plan, no Enterprise Green Certification, but rather the MSHDA Green 
certification for the 4% bond round. 

 20% Market Rate units, which equates to 16 units (currently modeled with one 50% 
AMI unit) – Allows additional 5 points. This is subject to approval by HKP senior 
management team.  . 

 Increased Equal Employment Opportunity Targets of 18.05% minority contractors and 
6.9% female contractors 

  
Project details: 
The project will be nearly a $12 million investment into the Water Street Redevelopment Area.  
The investment total includes infrastructure improvements including the extension of River 
Street south, South Street from River to Park, Lincoln between South and the Ring Road, and 
the Ring Road from River to Lincoln, as shown below.  Additionally, the project will include 
geopiers to support the 4-story building, as the soil is not compact enough due to the presence 
of deleterious material in existing fill soil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No substantial changes are expected to the project.  Eighty units are proposed ranging from 1- 
to 4 bedrooms.  All 3 and 4 bedroom units will be located on the first floor.   One of the 80 
units will be priced at 50% of the Area Median Income (AMI), while the other 79 will be priced 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street 
Flats 



at 60% AMI, as previously proposed in March.  The only change would be the three items listed 
above, otherwise no other details change. 
 
Revised Project Timeline 

 Submit Preliminary Assessment / 9% Application                   10/15/2014 OR 10/1/2015 
 Threshold Rankings Released                                               2/19/2015 
 Site Plan Approval                                                               May / June of 2015 
 Final Board Approval                                                           May / June of 2015 
 Close on Property                                                               09/2015 
 Commence Construction                                                      09/2015 
 Construction Completion / Cert of Occupancy                        09/2016                 

 
Amendment details 
The amendment to the purchase agreement does two key things: 
 

 Allows for HKP to apply to MSHDA for additional financing.  If the allocation is not 
received the from MSHDA by March 31, 2014 the agreement will terminate 

 Changes other time frames in the agreement to either match or restart from this new 
date including: governmental approvals period, and closing. 

 
Mike Rodriguez from Herman and Kittle will be attending Tuesday’s meeting to answer any 
additional questions, or you can direct them to Teresa Gillotti at tgillotti@cityofypsilanti.com or 
734-483-9646. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

 MSHDA HOME Award letter 

 Term Sheet 
 Fully executed Purchase Agreement  
 Resolution 

 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:     COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  _________ 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: _________________________ 
 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________  

mailto:tgillotti@cityofypsilanti.com
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FIRST AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE REAL ESTATE 

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE REAL ESTATE is 

made and entered into between the City of Ypsilanti, a Michigan municipal corporation, whose 

address is One South Huron Street, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197 (“City”) and Herman & Kittle 

Properties, Inc., an Indiana corporation, whose address is 500 East 96
th

 Street, Suite 300, 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 (“Purchaser”). 

RECITALS: 

WHEREAS, Purchaser and City did previously enter in an Agreement to Purchase Real 

Estate dated March 10, 2014 (the “Original Agreement”);  

WHEREAS, the Original Agreement provided in Section 6(c) that Purchaser’s obligation 

to proceed was contingent upon it receiving a Required Allocation (as defined in the Original 

Agreement) and thereafter informing the City that it has received the Required Allocation in such 

amounts and on such terms and conditions as Purchaser may require; and 

WHEREAS, Purchaser received an allocation from MSHDA but it was not of a sufficient 

amount and MSHDA has invited Purchaser to reapply for the next round of funding; and 

WHEREAS, the parties wish to extend the date by which Purchaser must advise City in 

writing whether it has received the Required Allocation until March 31, 2015 and to otherwise 

amend the Original Agreement as hereinafter provided. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein 

and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt, adequacy and sufficiency of which is 

hereby acknowledged and with the intent to be legally bound, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

 

1. Defined Terms/Recitals.  The Recitals above-referenced are acknowledged to be 

true, correct and complete and otherwise incorporated herein by reference. All capitalized terms 

used herein which are not otherwise defined, shall have the meanings given them in the Original 

Agreement. 

2. Extended Allocation Date.  The date by which Purchaser must inform City that 

Purchaser has received a Required Allocation on terms and conditions acceptable to it is hereby 

extended from the date stated in Section 6(a) of the Original Agreement to 5:00 p.m. EST on 

Tuesday, March 31, 2015 (“Extended Allocation Date”). 

3. Waiver of Certain Contingencies. By execution hereof Purchaser acknowledges 

that it has satisfied itself with respect to the state and quality of title as set forth in paragraph 5 

and otherwise has satisfied itself with respect to the physical inspection contingencies set forth in 

paragraph 6(a). 

4. Required Allocation Notice. On or before the Extended Allocation Date, 

Purchaser shall provide written notice to City that Purchaser has not received the Required 

Allocation on terms and conditions satisfactory to it and, if such notice is timely given, this 
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Agreement shall terminate and each party shall be released of its obligations hereunder, except 

those which specifically survive such termination. In the absence of such written notice, 

Purchaser shall be deemed to have received the Required Allocation on the Extended Allocation 

Date, at which point Purchaser shall be obligated to increase the Deposit as set forth in Paragraph 

6(d). 

5. Extension of Governmental Approval Period.  Expiration of the Governmental 

Approval Period: The expiration of the Governmental Approval Period, originally being 150 

days after the expiration of the Inspection Period is hereby amended such that the Governmental 

Approval Period shall expire on Aug 31, 2015. 

6. Closing.  The date of Closing as stated in Section 9 of the Original Agreement is hereby 

amended such that the closing (“Closing”) shall be consummated within one hundred eighty (180) days 

from the Extended Allocation Date; provided, however, that Purchaser shall have the option to extend 

Closing by three (3) thirty (30) day extensions by depositing Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars of 

additional earnest money for each thirty (30) day extension (which earnest money shall become part of 

the Deposit).  The Closing shall take place at a time and location that is mutually agreeable to the parties.  

If the date for Closing falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, Closing shall occur on the next 

immediately following business day.  

 

7. Reaffirmation. All of the terms of the Agreement are hereby reaffirmed and the 

parties confirm that the Original Agreement is otherwise in full force and effect and unamended 

except as provided herein. 

8. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each 

of which shall be deemed to constitute an original, but all of which, when taken together, shall 

constitute one and the same instrument, with the same effect as if all of the parties to this 

Agreement had executed the same counterpart.  
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have caused their signatures to be placed on 

the day and year set forth below their signatures. 

 

IN THE PRESENCE OF:  CITY OF YPSILANTI, a Michigan municipal 

corporation 

 

    BY:   

 

    Its:   

 

    Dated: , 2014 

 

    and 

 

 

    BY:   

 

    Its:   

 

    Dated: , 2014 

 

 

    HERMAN & KITTLE PROPERTIES, INC., an 

Indiana corporation 

 

    BY:   

 

    Its:   

 

    Dated: , 2014 

 
22879462.1\099368-00037  



Resolution No. 2014- 210 
September 2, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
WHEREAS, The Ypsilanti City Council approved purchase agreement for 1.7 acres of the 
Water Street Redevelopment Area with Herman and Kittle Properties (HKP) for 
development of family housing contingent on receipt of a MSHDA allocation by Aug. 15, 
2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, Herman and Kittle Properties was awarded and received a $2.1 million 
allocation from MSHDA for the Water Street Flats project; and 
 
WHEREAS, MSHDA has invited Herman and Kittle Properties to apply for additional 
funding in their October funding round and HKP intends to apply; and 
 
WHEREAS, HKP has requested an extension of key dates with in the executed purchase 
agreement to reapply for funding to fully finance the project; and 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ypsilanti City Council approve the 
attached amendment to the Purchase Agreement with Herman & Kittle Properties to sell 
and develop 1.7 acres of the Water Street Redevelopment Area as presented in the 
agreement and attachments; and 

 
FURTHER, that the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign the Purchase Agreement 
extension 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY: 
 
SUPPORTED BY: 
 
 
YES:   NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE: 
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RICK SNYDER MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITYGOVERNOR

August l4, 2014

Mr. Michael Rodriguez
Herman &Kittle Properties
500 E. 96 h̀ Street, Suite 300
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240

Re: MSHDA Development No. 3636
Water Street Flats

Mr. Rodriguez:

On behalf of the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (the "Authority"), 1 am pleased
to inform you that. the Authority has awarded you with HOME funds, subject to the following
conditions, provided under National Affordable Housing Act of 1990 in connection with the.
acquisition and/or rehabilitation/construction of the above Development. The Development to be
acquired and/or rehabilitated/constructed is situated on property located in the City of Ypsilanti,
Washtenaw County, and is more particularly described on the attached Exhibit A (the
"Property"). The Development consists of SO housing units and related facilities that. will be
rehabiltated for an estimated Total Development Cost of Eleven Million Seven Hundred Sixty-
Seven Thousand Seven Hundt•ed Fifty-Seven Dollars ($11,767,757).

The conditions to this award are as follows:

A. Conditional Award. This award is subject to final approval by the Authority of the
Mortgagor's application for a mortgage loan and issuance of a mortgage loan commitment for the
proposed transaction. If the Mortgagor fails to meet all the Authority's underwriting guidelines
and to obtain the Authority's final approval within six months of the date of this Award Letter,
then the award of HOME funds shall be subject to termination at any time thereafter at the option
of the Authority.

B. Effectiveness of Award. This Award of HQME funds shall become effective only if an
original of this document is returned to the Authority before August 15, 201.4 with acceptance
endorsed on the Award Letter by such signatories as are properly authorized to bind the parties
named herein.

C. Environmental Clearance. This Award Letter is expressly conditioned on satisfactory
completion of the environmental review requirements as provided in 24 CFR Part 58 and the
issuance of a validly executed HUD form 7015.16 for the Development. This Award Letter does
not constitute sate approval by any state or federal authority, nor a commitment of funds. The

735 East Michigan Avenue, P.O. Box 30044, Lansing, Michigan 48909
michigan.gov/mshda ~ 517.373.8370 •FAX 517.335.4797 •TTY 800.382.4568

~y ~ ltih~ 1~cu,;n~ I:~u1alflNLent]M



Mr. Michael Rodriguez
August ] 4, 2014
Page 2

D. Mortgagor and Sponsor agree that they shall not commit any fiends or undertake any
project as prohibited by 24 CFR §58.22 until HUD form 7015.16 is issued.

The general terms of the HOME Loan are as fellows:

1. Amount of A~~vard. The amount of the HOME award shall not exceed Two Mi(lio❑ One
Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars ($2,l $0,000). The final amount of the award will be
determined by the Authority prior to closing. The award shall be made in the form of a
repayable loan to the Mortgagor (the "HOME Loan").

2. HOME Program Requirements. The Mortgagor agrees to comply with the
requirements of the HOME Arogram, as contained in Title 24, Part 92, Code of Federal
Regulations (24 CFR 92.1, et seq), for the period of affordability for the Development. The
period of affordability for the Development sha11 be twenty (20) years, beginning after ̀ 'project
completion" (the "Period of Affordability"), which is defined by 24 CFR 92.2 as the date upon
which all of the following have been satisfied: (a) all requirements necessary for the transfer of
title and completion of construction have been performed; (b) the Development complies with all
applicable HOME requirements, including the property standa~~ds contained in 24 CFR 92.251;
(c) the final draw of HOME funds in connection with the construction of the Development has
been made; and (d) the Development's completion information has been entered in the
disbursement and information system established by HUD.

3. HOME Specific Activity. The proceeds of the HOME Laan shall be used solely in
connection with the property that has been vacant, in order to sell, rent or redevelop such
property.

4. Low and Moderate Tenants. The Mortgagor must agree to restrict the occupancy of all
units at this Development to individuals and families whose incomes do not exceed 60 percent of
area median income. In addition, the units shall be restricted to households whose incomes do
not exceed 50 percent of area median income. These income restrictions will be in the form of a
covenant running with the land.

S. HQIVIE Rental Requirements. For the Period of Affordability, the monthly rents to be
paid by the tenants of al] HOME-Assisted units at the Development may not exceed the lesser of
(i) existing Section 8 Fair Market Rents for comparable units in the area as established by HUD
under 24 CFR 888.1 ] 1, less monthly utility allowances, or (ii) one-twelfth (1/1.2) of thirty
percent (3Q%) of the adjusted income of a family whose annual income equals 65% of area►nedian gross income, as determined by HUD, adjusted for family size. In addition, the monthly
rents to be paid by the tenants of the "Low" HOME-Assisted Units may not exceed the lesser of
(i) existing Section 8 Fair Market Rents for comparable units in the area as establis(ied by HUD
under 24 CFR $88.111, less monthly utility allowances, or (ii) one-twelfth (1/12) of thirty
percent (3Q°/a) of the adjusted income of a family whose annual income does not exceed 50% of
area median gross income, as determined by HUD. The rents for the HOME-Assisted. Units will
be controlled by the Authority's Office of Asset Management in accordance with these
requirements. Pursuant to 24 CFR 92.252(1)(2), existing tenants who no longer qualify as low
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income families must pay as rent not less than. thirty percent (30°fo) of the family's adjusted
monthly income, as recertified annually, but not to exceed, however, the market rent for
comparable, unassisted units in the neighborhood.

6. Term of Affordability. Tlie term of affordability for the restrictions shall be Fifteen (15)
years from the date of "project completion" as defined in 24 CFR 92.2.

7. Development Cost Analysis. Attached as Exhibit B and made a part of this Award
Letter is a Development Cost Analysis and Proforma reflecting the Total Development Cost,
including a detail of the estimated costs and proposed sources of funding. The Mortgagor and
the Authority may agree to adjust these costs and. funding sources prior to closing if necessary to
facilitate the consummation of the proposed transaction.

$. Interest Rate. The HOME Loan shall bear interest at the rate of Three and 00/] 00
percent (3%) per annum.

9. Loan Term. The term of the HOME Loan shall not exceed fifty (50) years after the
HOME Loan closing.

10. Commitment Fee. A 2%loan commitment fee will be charged.

11. Relocation. If the Development is occupied and any tenants will be displaced as a result
of the acquisition, construction, or rehabilitation of the Development by the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagor agrees to comply with the relocation requirements of 24 CFR Part 42 and 49 CFR
Part 24, as well as 24 CFR §570.606.

12. Other HOME Requirements. The Mortgagor must agree that it shall not refuse to
lease any dwelling unit in the Development to a participant or holder of a voucher or certificate
of eligibility under Section 8 of the U.S. Housing Act of 1937 because of tl~e status of the
prospective tenant as such a participate or holder. The Mortgagor must also agree to comply
with all applicable HOME, Community Development Black Grant (CDBG) and other
regulations and requirements applicable to the use of HOME Funds and to enter into a regulatory
agreement with the Authority prior to closing in the form of a covenant running with the land.

13. Assignment or Transfer of Award. This award of HOME finds to the Mortgagor shall
not be assignable or transferable by the Mortgagor or the Sponsor without the prior written
consent of the Authority.

14. Survival of Award. This Award of NOME funds shall not be considered merged upon
the closing of the HOME Loan, and al( terms and conditions of this Award Letter, whether or not
embodied in the documents signed at closing, shall survive the closing of the HQME Loan.

I.S. Designation of Subordinate Funds. The Authority reserves the express right, in its sole
discretion, to substitute alternate fundinb sources to replace some or all of the HOME finds. In
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the event that the Atrthority does substitute an alternate source of funds, the Borrower shall
comply with all requirements necessary for the Authority to use said alternate source of funds.

16. Fraud Pec~alties. The Sponsor and Mortgagor acknowledge that any false pretense,including any fatse statement or representation, or the fraudulent obtaining of money, real or
personal property, or the fraudulent use of an instrument, facility, article, or other valuable thing
or service pursuant to his/her/its participation in any Authority program, is punishable by
imprisonment for up to ten years or by a fine up to $5,000 or both.

Sincerely,

I~HIGAN STATE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

ay:
ris Lavr~na

Its:. hief Housing Investment Offcer

Accepted on ~` ~~~~~~ j ~~ , by: MORTGAGOR:

Its: ~'~ f~ n ~~ -r ~ -~'j~.~., ~ -~ ~+ ~ t~e~ ~ ~~ (~~ ~~ ~(

SPt

lts:



Exhibit A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Part of Section 9, T3S, R7E, City of Ypsilanti, Washtenaw County, Michigan, described as: Commencing atthe East 1/4 corner of said Section; thence 5149'34"W 328.02 feet along the East line of said Section;
thence N88g10'26"W ~43b.81 feet to the Plate of Beginning; thence 581437`17"W 321,33 feet; thenceN2°22'02"E 272.82 feet; thence S88°03'48"E 297.91 feet; tf~ence S2°22'02"W 96.64 feet; thence
Southerly 49.33 feet along a 263.0 foot radius curve to the left, the long chord of which bears
S3°00'20"E 49.25 feet; thence S8°22'43"E 70.70 feet to the Place of Beginning.

EASEMENT DESCRlPTf~N:

An Easement for ingress, egress and utilities in part of Section 9, T35, R7E, City of Ypsilanti, WashtenawCounty, Michigan, described as: Commencing at the East 1/4 corner of said Section; thence 51449'34"W328,02 feet along the East line of said Section; thence N88°10'6"W 1369.75 feet to the Place of
Beginning; thence S8°22'43"E 54.12 feet; thence 581°37'17"W 467.04 feet; thence N2°22'02"E 9b6.31
feet to the South right of way line of Michigan Street X99 feet wide); thence S87°58'19"E 66.0 feet alongsaid South line; thence 52°22'02"W 548.18 feet; thence 588°03'48"E 580.82 feet to the West line of ParkStreet (66 feet wide); thence S2°d0'11"W 66.01 feet along said West line; thence N88°04'28"W 216.56feet; thence 52422'02"W 97.14 feet; thence Southerly 36.95 feet along a 197,D foot radius curve to theleft, the long chard of which bears S3°00'20"E 36.89 feet; thence SS°22'43"E 82.58 feet to the Place ofBeginning. Except that part of Section 9, T3S, R7E, City of Ypsilanti, Washtenaw County, Michigan,
described as: Commencing at the East 1/4 corner of said Section; thence Sl°49'34"W 328.02 feet alongthe Easi fine of said Section; thence N88°10'26"W 1436.81 feet to the Place of Beginning; thence
S81°3T17"W 327..33 feet; thence N2°22'02"E 272.82 feet; thence S88°03'48"E 297.91 feet; thence
52°22'02"W 96.64 feet; thence Southerly 4933 feet along a 263.0 foot radius curve to the left, the long
chord of which bears S3°00'20"E 49:25 feet; thence S8°22'43"E 70.70 feet to the Place of Beginning.









































































WATER STREET FLATS –PURCHASE AGREEMENT EXTENSION REQUEST 

Ypsilanti City Council – September 2, 2014 



Tonight’s presentation 

•Review of project details 
 

•Review previous purchase agreement 
 

•Summarize partial allocation/previous scoring 
 

•What would change in a new application? 
 

•Timeline for development 
 

•Impact on future development 
 

•Comments & questions 



Review of Project details 

• January 21, 2014 – City Council approves Letter of Intent 
• Feb. 25, 2014 – City Council holds a work session on Water Street Flats 
• March 4, 2014 – City Council holds a public hearing and approves 

purchase agreement to develop 1.7 acres into Water Street Flats 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



Review of Project details 

Location:   SE block of proposed River and South Street  
Use:   Family apartment units ranging from 1-4 bedrooms  
Taxes:  This is a taxable property. 
Orientation: Building fronts on River Street and the Huron River 
Access:  From proposed River and South Streets, with portions of Lincoln 
  and ring road to be built by Developer to City  
Utilities:  Oversized water and sewer lines expected to pull from Michigan  
  Ave. to the interior, built by Developer. 
Investment: Approximately $12.5 million.  
Parcel Size: 1.7 acres 
Purchase Price: $157,000 or $92,350/acre 
Unit count: 80 units  
Building Size Approx 130,212 sf 

 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
M-17
Us highway 12



Existing Purchase agreement  

• Purchase agreement contingent on MSHDA allocation 
• MSHDA awarded the project $2.1 million in state HOME funds 
• Project still needs about $2 million in additional funds 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



How does the allotment and scoring work? 

• HOME funds are a pot of money distributed per competitive grant 
• $18 million allotted, distributed based on ranking of projects and their 

requested amounts 
• Water Street Flats scored 6 – received partial allocation 

 
How could it have scored better? 
• Payment in Lieu of Taxes ensures better scoring  

o City wanted a taxable property 
o Brownfield tax increment financing needed to address 

contamination, need for geopiers in fill soil, and for additional site 
infrastructure 

• MSHDA requires 35-50 year proforma – so there can be no “bubble” 
• Brownfield TIF reimbursement estimated at 20-23 years 
• Bump in operating expenses when brownfield TIF expires 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



How can the project score better? 

Two bites at the apple in October 
 
A. Status quo – 4% tax credits + HOME funds 

Project will be identical to previous application.  Funding will depend on 
scoring in comparison to other applicants 
 

B. Enhanced – 9% credit – more equity up front to allow for amenities 
• Enterprise Green certification 
• 20% market rate units (18 units) 
• Increased Equal Employment Opportunity Targets of 18.05% 

minority contractors and 6.9% female contractors 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



Revised Project Timeline 

Submit Preliminary Assessment / 9% Application                 10/15/2014 OR 10/1/2015 
Threshold Rankings Released                                                         2/19/2015 
Site Plan Approval                                                                                    May / June of 2015 
Final Board Approval                                                                               May / June of 2015 
Close on Property                                                                                                       09/2015 
Commence Construction                                                                                           09/2015 
Construction Completion / Cert of Occupancy                                                      09/2016 
 
Summary – previous construction start pushed back one calendar year  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



Amendment details 

The amendment to the purchase agreement does two key things: 
 
• Allows for HKP to apply to MSHDA for additional financing.  If the allocation is 

not received the from MSHDA by March 31, 2014 the agreement will terminate 
 
• Changes other time frames in the agreement to either match or restart from this 

new date including: governmental approvals period, and closing. 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



FU
TU

RE V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
Impact on Future Development 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street Flats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



FU
TU

RE V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
Construction has started! 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street Flats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



FU
TU

RE V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
80 units of family housing – 2015 expected start 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street Flats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



FU
TU

RE V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
East Side Recreation Center – Expected 2016 start 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street Flats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



FU
TU

RE V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
Bridge and linear trail and park – construction start Oct. 2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
What do committed projects mean for infrastructure build out? 

Water 
Street Flats 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street Flats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
What is the vision for the rest of the site? 

Water 
Street Flats 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street Flats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



V
ISIO

N FO
R W

ATER STREET 
Variety of Housing product 

Water 
Street Flats 

East 
Side 
Rec 

Center 

Family 
Dollar 

Water 
Street Flats 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same approach as the Recreation Center



QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 



 
 
 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
September 2, 2014 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
From: Stan Kirton, Public Services Director  
      

Subject: Approval of OHM Proposal for Construction Engineering for Phase I Prospect 
Road PRIP Project 
 

 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND:  
 

Priority Road Improvement Project (PRIP) funds have been programmed for road 
improvements to Prospect Road in the 2014 and 2015 construction seasons.  Phase I 
slated for the 2014 construction season includes 2.5 inch cold milling of the existing 
asphalt surface, hot mix asphalt overlay, select curb and gutter repairs, select sidewalk 
repairs, sidewalk ramp improvements and select subgrade repairs to South Prospect 
between Michigan Avenue and Grove Road.  Bids were solicited and opened on August 
21, 2014.  Cadillac Asphalt, LLC had the low bid of $348,537.21.  Staff is recommending 
acceptance of this bid to council. 
 
To keep this project on schedule for the 2014 construction season it is necessary to 
secure construction engineering services.  OHM has submitted a proposal for 
construction engineering and geotechnical testing for an amount not to exceed 
$53,300. 
 
The construction engineering services costs will be expended from account No. 202-7-
9041-975-02. 
 
Staff recommends council accept the proposal submitted by OHM for construction 
engineering services.   
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval 
ATTACHMENTS:  OHM Proposal, Resolution 
 

 
 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:             COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  Sept. 2, 2014_ 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: _________________________ 
 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________ 



Resolution No. 2014-211 
September 2, 2014 

 
 

 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 

WHEREAS, Priority Road Improvement Program Funds has been programmed for 
road improvements including; 2.5 inch cold milling of existing asphalt surface, hot mix 
asphalt overlay of the milled areas, select subgrade repairs, select sidewalk repairs, 
sidewalk ramp improvements, and select repairs to the curb and gutter for South 
Prospect Road in the 2014 construction season; and 
  

WHEREAS, the low bid for this project was submitted by Cadillac Asphalt, LLC in 
the amount of $348,537.21; and  

 
WHEREAS, Orchard Hiltz and McCliment has submitted a proposal to provide 

construction engineering services and geotechnical testing for a not exceed amount of 
$53,300; and   
 

WHEREAS, the construction engineering services will be expended from account 
number 202-7-9041-975-02 in the FY 2014-15 budget; and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council approves the 

proposal submitted by OHM for construction engineering and materials testing services 
to comply with regulations and directives mandated for the use of Priority Road 
Improvement Program Funds; and  
 

THAT the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign this contract, 
subject to review and approval by the City Attorney; and  

 
THAT the City Manager is authorized to sign any change orders that may be 

needed to maintain the project’s schedule, subject to review and approval by the City 
Attorney.    

 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:      
 
SUPPORTED BY:      
 
YES:   NO:   ABSENT:     VOTE:  









 
 
 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
September 2, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Stan Kirton, Public Services Director       
 

Subject: Contract with Cadillac Asphalt for Phase I of the Prospect Road PRIP Project  
 

 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND:  
 

Priority Road Improvement Program Funds in the amount of $1.9 million have been 
programmed for road improvements to Prospect Road in the 2014 (Phase I) and 2015 
(Phase II) construction seasons.  The project limits for Phase I of this project, which is 
slated for the 2014 construction season, are South Prospect Road between Michigan 
Avenue and Grove Road.   The scope of work for this project includes but not limited to, 
2.5 inch cold milling of the existing asphalt, hot mix asphalt paving of the milled 
surface, select subgrade repairs, select curb and gutter repairs, select sidewalk repairs, 
and sidewalk ramp improvements. 
 
Bids were solicited through MITN (Michigan Inter-governmental Trade Network) and 
five (5) sealed bids were received and opened on Thursday, August 21st, at 2:00 pm.  
The bids ranged from $513,732.56 to $348,537.21.  Ajax Paving Industries, Troy, MI, 
submitted a bid in the amount or $513,732.56; Barrett Paving Materials, Inc., Ypsilanti, 
MI, submitted a bid in the amount of $449,950.11; Pavex Corporation, Trenton, MI, 
submitted a bid in the amount of $438,907.87; Florence Cement Company, Shelby 
Township, MI, submitted a bid in the amount of $428,129.11; and Cadillac Asphalt, LLC, 
Belleville, MI, submitted a bid in the amount of $348,537.21.       
 
The engineers’ estimate for Phase I of this project was $382,140.00.  Staff recommends 
council accept the bid submitted by Cadillac Asphalt in the Amount of $348,537.21.  
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Bid Tabulation, Resolution, Engineers’ estimate 
 
 

 
 



 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:     COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  Sept. 2, 2014_ 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: _________________________ 
 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________ 



Resolution No. 2014 - 212 
September 2, 2014 

 
 

 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 

WHEREAS, Priority Road Improvement Program (PRIP) Funds has been 
programmed for road improvements to Prospect Road in the 2014 and 2015 
construction seasons; and 

 
WHEREAS, Phase I of this project slated for the 2014 construction season 

includes cold milling 2.5 inches of the existing pavement, Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) paving 
of the milled areas, select subgrade repairs, select curb and gutter repairs, select 
sidewalk repairs and sidewalk ramp improvements to South Prospect Road between 
Michigan Avenue and Grove Road; and  

 
WHEREAS, bids were solicited for Phase I on MITN (Michigan Inter-governmental 

Trade Network), and five (5) bids were received and opened on August 12, 2014, bids 
ranged from $513,732.56  to $348,537.21; and  
  

WHEREAS, the engineers’ (OHM) estimated the cost of Phase I at $382,140.00; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Cadillac Asphalt, LLC , 1785 Rawsonville Road, Bellelville, MI, 

submitted the low bid in the amount of $348,537.21; and   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council approves the 
execution of this contract with Cadillac Asphalt, LLC for the amount of $348,537.21; 
and  
 

THAT the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to sign this contract, 
subject to review and approval by the City Attorney; and  

 
THAT the City Manager is authorized to sign any change orders that may be 

needed to maintain the project’s schedule, subject to review and approval by the City 
Attorney.    

 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:      
 
SUPPORTED BY:      
 
YES:   NO:   ABSENT:     VOTE:  



Tabulation for Bids Received on 8/21/14 Cadillac Asphalt, LLC Florence Cement Company Pavex Corporation Barrett Paving Materials, Inc. Ajax Paving Industries, Inc.

Prospect - Grove to Michigan 1785 Rawsonville Rd. 12585 23 Mile Rd. 2654 Van Horn Rd. 5800 Cherry Hill 830 Kirts Blvd, Suite 100

City of Ypsilanti, Washtenaw County, State of Michigan Belleville, MI 48111 Shelby Twp., MI  48315 Trenton, MI  48183 Ypsilanti, MI  48198 Troy, MI  48084

OHM Job No.: 0094-13-0040
Phone:734-485-3176 Phone: 586-997-2666 Phone: 734-676-6220 Phone: 734-483-4775 Phone: 248-244-3300

Item Estimated Unit Unit Unit Unit Unit 

No. Description Quantity Price Amount Price Amount Price Amount Price Amount Price Amount 

1) Mobilization, Max. 10% 1 LS $10,690.00 $10,690.00 $38,000.00 $38,000.00 $23,260.00 $23,260.00 $28,000.00 $28,000.00 $63,000.00 $63,000.00 *

2) _Audio-Video Route Survey 1 LS $1,875.00 $1,875.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $1,045.00 $1,045.00 $1,270.00 $1,270.00 $1,100.00 $1,100.00 

3) Curb and Gutter, Rem  320 Ft $11.50 $3,680.00 $18.00 $5,760.00 $10.00 $3,200.00 $11.50 $3,680.00 $10.00 $3,200.00 

4) Pavt, Rem  1042 Syd $10.00 $10,420.00 $11.00 $11,462.00 $10.70 $11,149.40 $13.00 $13,546.00 $20.00 $20,840.00 

5) Sidewalk, Rem  378 Syd $9.00 $3,402.00 $14.00 $5,292.00 $15.00 $5,670.00 $9.00 $3,402.00 $18.00 $6,804.00 

6) Excavation, Earth  9 Cyd $25.00 $225.00 $50.00 $450.00 $50.00 $450.00 $25.00 $225.00 $100.00 $900.00 

7) _Subgrade Undercut and Refill, 1 inch x 3 inch 881 Cyd $39.38 $34,693.78 $40.00 $35,240.00 $53.62 $47,239.22 $52.00 $45,812.00 $35.00 $30,835.00 

8) _Aggregate Base, 8 inch, Mod 902 Syd $11.22 $10,120.44 $14.00 $12,628.00 $10.22 $9,218.44 $28.00 $25,256.00 $10.00 $9,020.00 

9) _Maintenance Aggregate, 21AA 168 Ton $23.01 $3,865.68 $20.00 $3,360.00 $25.00 $4,200.00 $10.00 $1,680.00 $35.00 $5,880.00 

10) Dr Structure Cover, Adj, Case 1  22 Ea $495.00 $10,890.00 $670.00 $14,740.00 $700.00 $15,400.00 $495.00 $10,890.00 $650.00 $14,300.00 

11) _Inside Structure, Pointing Up 15 Ea $170.00 $2,550.00 $125.00 $1,875.00 $500.00 $7,500.00 $170.00 $2,550.00 $250.00 $3,750.00 

12) _San Structure Cover, Adj, Case 1 8 Ea $575.00 $4,600.00 $980.00 $7,840.00 $950.00 $7,600.00 $575.00 $4,600.00 $850.00 $6,800.00 

13) Monument Box  1 Ea $350.00 $350.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $350.00 $350.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 

14) Gate Box, Adj, Case 1  13 Ea $395.00 $5,135.00 $165.00 $2,145.00 $400.00 $5,200.00 $395.00 $5,135.00 $650.00 $8,450.00 

15) Cold Milling HMA Surface  10960 Syd $1.57 $17,207.20 $2.60 $28,496.00 $1.82 $19,947.20 $3.25 $35,620.00 $1.75 $19,180.00 

16) Hand Patching  2 Ton $500.00 $1,000.00 $385.00 $770.00 $400.00 $800.00 $150.00 $300.00 $1,000.00 $2,000.00 

17) HMA, 2C  230 Ton $88.40 $20,332.00 $104.00 $23,920.00 $92.50 $21,275.00 $92.00 $21,160.00 $150.21 $34,548.30 

18) HMA, 3C  180 Ton $96.97 $17,454.60 $111.00 $19,980.00 $93.50 $16,830.00 $94.00 $16,920.00 $184.03 $33,125.40 

19) _HMA, 13A, Mod 1600 Ton $71.31 $114,096.00 $81.00 $129,600.00 $96.00 $153,600.00 $92.00 $147,200.00 $69.83 $111,728.00 

20) Driveway, Nonreinf Conc, 6 inch  160 Syd $31.05 $4,968.00 $41.40 $6,624.00 $45.00 $7,200.00 $31.05 $4,968.00 $41.40 $6,624.00 

21) Curb and Gutter, Conc, Det F2  320 Ft $20.85 $6,672.00 $39.00 $12,480.00 $35.00 $11,200.00 $20.85 $6,672.00 $29.95 $9,584.00 

22) Sidewalk Ramp, Conc, 6 inch  200 Sft $5.45 $1,090.00 $7.40 $1,480.00 $6.70 $1,340.00 $5.45 $1,090.00 $7.40 $1,480.00 

23) Sidewalk, Conc, 4 inch  2343 Sft $3.75 $8,786.25 $4.40 $10,309.20 $4.25 $9,957.75 $3.75 $8,786.25 $4.40 $10,309.20 

24) Sidewalk, Conc, 6 inch  732 Sft $3.95 $2,891.40 $5.15 $3,769.80 $5.25 $3,843.00 $3.75 $2,745.00 $5.15 $3,769.80 

25) _Detectable Warning, Mod 40 Ft $30.00 $1,200.00 $43.10 $1,724.00 $35.00 $1,400.00 $30.00 $1,200.00 $43.10 $1,724.00 

26) Pavt Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, 6 inch, Crosswalk  175 Ft $2.55 $446.25 $2.50 $437.50 $2.55 $446.25 $2.55 $446.25 $2.55 $446.25 

27) Pavt Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, 12 inch, Crosswalk  650 Ft $5.20 $3,380.00 $5.20 $3,380.00 $5.20 $3,380.00 $5.20 $3,380.00 $5.20 $3,380.00 

28) Pavt Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, 24 inch, Stop Bar  135 Ft $9.95 $1,343.25 $9.95 $1,343.25 $9.95 $1,343.25 $9.95 $1,343.25 $9.95 $1,343.25 

29) Pavt Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, Lt Turn Arrow Sym  3 Ea $145.00 $435.00 $145.00 $435.00 $145.00 $435.00 $145.00 $435.00 $145.00 $435.00 

30) Pavt Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, Only  3 Ea $155.00 $465.00 $155.00 $465.00 $155.00 $465.00 $155.00 $465.00 $155.00 $465.00 

31) Pavt Mrkg, Sprayable Thermopl, 4 inch, White  950 Ft $0.59 $560.50 $0.59 $560.50 $0.59 $560.50 $0.59 $560.50 $0.59 $560.50 

32) Pavt Mrkg, Sprayable Thermopl, 4 inch, Yellow  5775 Ft $0.59 $3,407.25 $0.59 $3,407.25 $0.59 $3,407.25 $0.59 $3,407.25 $0.59 $3,407.25 

33) Barricade, Type III, Hi Int., DS, Lighted, Furn 15 Ea $85.00 $1,275.00 $85.00 $1,275.00 $85.00 $1,275.00 $85.00 $1,275.00 $85.00 $1,275.00 

34) Barricade, Type III, Hi Int., DS, Lighted, Oper 15 Ea $0.01 $0.15 $0.01 $0.15 $0.01 $0.15 $0.01 $0.15 $0.01 $0.15 

35) Minor Traf Devices  1 LS $6,150.00 $6,150.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $4,150.00 $4,150.00 $8,500.00 $8,500.00 $20,789.00 $20,789.00 

36) Traffic Regulator Control  1 LS $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $3,340.00 $3,340.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $35,798.00 $35,798.00 

37) Pavt Mrkg, Longit, 6 inch or Less Width, Rem  100 Ft $0.95 $95.00 $0.95 $95.00 $0.95 $95.00 $0.95 $95.00 $0.96 $96.00 

38) Pavt Mrkg, Type R, 4 inch, White, Temp  2900 Ft $1.50 $4,350.00 $1.50 $4,350.00 $1.50 $4,350.00 $1.50 $4,350.00 $1.50 $4,350.00 

39) Pavt Mrkg, Type R, 4 inch, Yellow, Temp  3900 Ft $1.50 $5,850.00 $1.50 $5,850.00 $1.50 $5,850.00 $1.50 $5,850.00 $1.50 $5,850.00 

40) _Pavt Mrkg, Type R, 24 inch, Stop Bar 30 Ft $12.00 $360.00 $12.00 $360.00 $12.00 $360.00 $12.00 $360.00 $12.00 $360.00 

41) Plastic Drum, High Intensity, Furn  200 Ea $18.00 $3,600.00 $18.00 $3,600.00 $18.00 $3,600.00 $18.00 $3,600.00 $18.00 $3,600.00 

42) Plastic Drum, High Intensity, Oper  200 Ea $0.01 $2.00 $0.01 $2.00 $0.01 $2.00 $0.01 $2.00 $0.01 $2.00 

43) Sign Cover  15 Ea $35.00 $525.00 $35.00 $525.00 $35.00 $525.00 $35.00 $525.00 $35.00 $525.00 

44) Sign, Type A, Temp, Prismatic, Furn  36 Sft $6.00 $216.00 $6.00 $216.00 $6.00 $216.00 $6.00 $216.00 $6.00 $216.00 

45) Sign, Type A, Temp, Prismatic, Oper  36 Sft $0.01 $0.36 $0.01 $0.36 $0.01 $0.36 $0.01 $0.36 $0.01 $0.36 

46) Sign, Type B, Temp, Prismatic, Furn  870 Sft $5.00 $4,350.00 $5.00 $4,350.00 $5.00 $4,350.00 $5.00 $4,350.00 $5.00 $4,350.00 

47) Sign, Type B, Temp, Prismatic, Oper  870 Sft $0.01 $8.70 $0.01 $8.70 $0.01 $8.70 $0.01 $8.70 $0.01 $8.70 

48) Sign, Type B, Temp, Prismatic, Special, Furn  340 Sft $8.00 $2,720.00 $8.00 $2,720.00 $8.00 $2,720.00 $8.00 $2,720.00 $8.00 $2,720.00 

49) Sign, Type B, Temp, Prismatic, Special, Oper  340 Sft $0.01 $3.40 $0.01 $3.40 $0.01 $3.40 $0.01 $3.40 $0.01 $3.40 

50) Traf Loop  2 Ea $2,500.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 

51) _Surface Restoration, Seed 800 Syd $6.00 $4,800.00 $6.00 $4,800.00 $5.00 $4,000.00 $10.00 $8,000.00 $11.00 $8,800.00 

TOTAL BID AMOUNT $348,537.21  $428,129.11  $438,907.87  $449,950.11  $513,732.56  

CORRECTIONS

* Bidder's price exceeds max.
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Barr, 

  Anhut &  

Associates, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 R E Q U E S T   F O R   L E G I S L A T I O N 
 
        DATE:  August 29, 2014 
FROM: John M. Barr 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing an agreement with the Adrian/Tecumseh SmartZone as a 
Satellite SmartZone to support the 15-year extension of the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti 
SmartZone LDFA 
 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND 
 
 On June 3, 2014, Council adopted a resolution (No. 2014-135), which affirmed the 

continuing public purpose of the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti SmartZone LDFA to facilitate 
the development and support of new and existing technology-led busineses. 
Council also expressed support for an application to the MEDC for an extension of 5 
and/or 15 years. In doing so, Council indicated it would: 
1. Work with the LDFA and City of Ann Arbor to identify and negotiate an 

agreement with a Satellite SmartZone LDFA, which will allow the Satellite 
SmartZone to capture local taxes in its own distinct geographic area, and which 
is required by law for the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti SmartZone LDFA to qualify for a 
15-year extension; 

2. Assist the LDFA, to the extent necessary, to meet additional reporting 
requirements required by State Treasury and/or MEDC in connection with 
approval of the extension; and 

3. Work cooperatively with the City of Ann Arbor to amend the existing LDFA TIF 
and Development Plans to include, among other things, regional collaboration 
as determined by the MEDC. 

 
On June 2, the City Council for the City of Ann Arbor adopted a resolution affirming 
the continuing public purpose of the LDFA and similarly expressing its support for 
application to the MEDC for an extension of 5 and/or 15 years and its intent to 
work with the City of Ypsilanti and the LDFA to accomplish the necessary actions 
for approval of an extension. 
 
Since the adoption of this resolution, the LDFA has worked with a variety of parties 
to find, assess, and recommend a Satellite SmartZone for Council consideration. On 
August 21, 2014, the LDFA met and selected the Adrian/Tecumseh SmartZone as 
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the recommended satellite (see attached LDFA resolution). The recommendation 
was unanimously approved by the LDFA Board. 
 
The LDFA’s selection was based on several criteria: 
1. Level and likelihood of funding; 
2. Strategic advantage (complimentary to Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti); 
3. Attractive to the State of Michigan; 
4. Preparedness to move forward in the Satellite approval process; and 
5. History of entrepreneurship activity. 
 
The Cities of Adrian and Tecumseh have already established their LDFA. The 
proposed Satellite LDFA is multi-jurisdictional and includes both college/university 
communities as well as technology-focused businesses within its district, providing 
the potential for regional partnerships as well as cross-development of 
entrepreneur-driven technology programming. In addition, Adrian/Tecumseh’s 
technology focus includes agricultural technology, which is a new area of focus for 
the State of Michigan. Adrian/Tecumseh’s level of potential of funding meets the 
MEDC requirements. 
 
Attached for Council consideration is a resolution to enter into an agreement with 
the Adrian/Tecumseh SmartZone, which upon signing would officially recognize the 
host/satellite relationship. 
 
The MEDC has indicated that there are other host SmartZones interested in seeking 
approval for a 15-year extension, but there are only three 15-year extensions 
permitted by the legislation. Marquette/Houghton have already met the criteria, so 
there are only two remaining. Approval of the attached agreement by the city 
councils of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti would be sufficient for the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti 
SmartZone to qualify for the second. Since there are numerous communities 
interested in being selected for the limited number of 15-year extensions, time is of 
the essence for Council’s consideration. 
 
To assist Council in its consideration and continue the application process, the LDFA 
Board has also contemporarily worked on amending its existing LDFA TIF and 
Development Plans. The final document must be submitted to the MEDC no later 
than June 2015. To put the approval of the Satellite Agreement in context and as a 
point of reference as Council considers the Satellite Agreement, a working draft of 
proposed amendments to the current TIF and Development Plan is attached 
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(amendments in tracked changes). The focus of the amendments can be 
summarized as follows: 

 Extending the life of the Plan by 15 years. 
 Clarifying terms within the document and providing consistent references 

throughout. 

 Clarifying that funds may be expended anywhere within the cities of Ann Arbor 
or Ypsilanti consistent with the stated purposes of the Development Plan. 

 Modifying uses of TIF proceeds to include: 
o Payments for installation of technology-related infrastructure. 
o Talent recruitment and retention programs. 
o Utilization of grants and donations for collaborative opportunities. 

 Modifying bonding language to permit agreements with the city 
 
The LDFA Board also discussed potential to expand the existing TIF capture district 
in order to capture additional funds in support of the amended Plan’s authorized 
uses, but has not included it yet in the draft amendments. 
 
While the items relating to amending the existing LDFA TIF and Development Plans 
are not part of the agreement being considered with the attached agreement, the 
LDFA is interested in obtaining Council’s input on these items, since all 
amendments need to be negotiated with the MEDC and Treasury. Members of the 
LDFA Board will be available for Council input on the Plan amendments on the 
evening of the September 2, 2014 Council Meeting. 

ATTACHMENTS: -SmartZone LDFA Resolution selecting Adrian/Tecumseh satellite 
   -Adrian/Tecumseh Satellite SmartZone Plan 
   -Draft of proposed amendments to the TIF and Development Plan 
   -Resolution to enter into agreement with the Adrian/Tecumseh 

SmartZone 
   -Proposed Agreement 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Review and adoption 

 

 
DATE RECEIVED:                           AGENDA ITEM NO.           
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
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FOR AGENDA OF:                     FINANCE DIR. APPROVAL       
 
COUNCIL ACTION TAKEN: 



 

   Resolution No. 2014-213 
September 2, 2014 

 
 
 

Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with the Adrian/Tecumseh SmartZone as a Satellite 
SmartZone to Support the 15-Year Extension of the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti SmartZone LDFA 
 
IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: 
 
WHEREAS, The Cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, as host cities for the Ann 
Arbor/Ypsilanti SmartZone LDFA (the “Host Cities”), separately adopted resolutions 
which affirmed the continuing public purpose of the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti SmartZone 
LDFA (the “LDFA”) to facilitate the development and support of new and existing 
technology-led businesses and expressed support for an application to the MEDC for an 
extension of 5 and/or 15 years; 
 
WHEREAS, as part of their respective support for the LDFA’s application for an 
extension of its term, the Host Cities agreed to work with the LDFA to identify and 
negotiate an agreement with a satellite SmartZone LDFA, which will allow the satellite 
SmartZone to capture local taxes in its own distinct geographic area, and which is 
required by law for the LDFA to qualify for a 15 year extension; 
 
WHEREAS, on August 21, 2014, after negotiation with potential communities, and being 
fully advised of each of the potential communities attributes, the LDFA unanimously 
approved the selection of the Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA for recommendation to the Host 
Cities as a Satellite SmartZone, citing the following criteria as the basis of their 
recommendation: 

 Level and likelihood of funding.   
Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA meets MEDC requirements. 

 Strategic Advantage/Complimentary to Host Communities 
Multi-jurisdictional. District includes colleges/universities. Proximity to Ann 
Arbor/Ypsilanti and technology/renewable energy focus 

 Attractiveness to the State 
Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA Development Plan includes agricultural technology 
development as a focus 

 Preparedness to move forward in the Satellite approval process 
Satellite approvals already in place.    

 History of Entrepreneurship Activity 
Adrian Innovation Center at Adrian College.    

 
WHEREAS, a requirement of the Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA’s designation as a Satellite 
SmartZone is that the Host Cities and the Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA enter into an 
Agreement as required under Section 12b of the Local Development Financing Act (PA 



 

281 of 1986, as amended);  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council of the City of Ypsilanti 
accepts the recommendation of the LDFA and being fully apprised of the basis for that 
recommendation makes the following findings: 

1. That the selection of the Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA as a satellite provides unique 

characteristics and specialties through its public and private resources, including 

the location of Adrian College, Siena Heights University, and Jackson College 

within its TIF District and the opportunities for research partnerships and 

student/young entrepreneur involvement.  In addition, partnership with another 

mutli-jurisdictional LDFA provides opportunities for shared experiences. 

2. That the selection of the Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA as a satellite provides regional 

cooperation and collaboration benefits to the LDFA and the cities of Ann Arbor 

and Ypsilanti with joint focuses on technology (including expanding green 

technologies and agricultural technology) and entrepreneurial services. 

3. That the selection of the Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA as a satellite provides value and 

support to the LDFA by strengthening existing collaboratives, making available a 

new/expanded technical assistance and support through its Innovation Center at 

Adrian College, and agricultural and manufacturing resources. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Council of City of Ypsilanti, based on the 
findings stated in this Resolution and the negotiated terms of the attached Satellite 
Agreement, which incorporates the proposed Adrian/Tecumseh Executive Summary of 
its SmartZone Plan, agrees to enter into the Satellite Agreement with the 
Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA to create a SmartZone Satellite. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized and directed 
to execute the Satellite Agreement after approval as to form by the City Attorney. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Clerk is directed to provide a copy of this 
Resolution to the City Council of the City of Ann Arbor, the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti LDFA, 
and the Adrian/Tecumseh LDFA. 

OFFERED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
YES:            NO:             ABSENT:            VOTE: 
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY       

CITIES OF ANN ARBOR AND YPSILANTI               

COUNTY OF WASHTENAW                                          

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

FOR THE 

ANN ARBOR/YPSILANTI SMARTZONE 

 

Section I:  Introduction 

 

The State of Michigan, through PA 248 of 2000, has established the SmartZone program 

designed to foster the development of high technology enterprises through 

commercialization of university technologies and the establishment of new firms.  The 

SmartZone program facilitates the capture of certain taxes for use by a Local 

Development Finance Authority (LDFA) to create or promote the development and 

attraction of high-technology activities to the designated SmartZone.  The legislation 

allows the captured funds to be used to develop business incubators, improve property 

and market the area to attract high-tech businesses.  SmartZones have a competitive 

advantage over other economic development programs in that they require partnerships 

that link business development and location with the technologies and technology 

transfer functions of the state’s universities. 

 

In October, 2000, the Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority submitted a 

proposal for SmartZone status on behalf of the cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, and a 

variety of partners, including:  Washtenaw Development Council, University of 

Michigan, Eastern Michigan University, Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti Downtown 

Development Authorities, Small Business Development Center and Ann Arbor IT Zone. 

The proposal was designed to enhance existing efforts in high technology business 

formation and attraction being undertaken by the SBDC, universities and the IT Zone. 

 

On April 11, 2001, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation announced that 

this proposal had received SmartZone status – one of eleven designated across the state.   

 

Public Act 281 of 1986, as amended, governs SmartZone designation specifically, by 

Public Act 248 of 2000.  This legislation allows a community designated by the MEDC 

as a SmartZone to establish an LDFA, which may, in cooperation with the MEDC and 

the incorporating municipality(ies) implement a “certified technology park”, to be known 

by the term “SmartZone.”  Within a SmartZone, the LDFA may utilize tax increment 

financing to develop eligible projects within the SmartZone, in accordance with PA 281 



 

Adopted by LDFA 10/2/02 

Adopted by City of Ann Arbor 11/19/02 

Adopted by City of Ypsilanti 11/20/02 Page 3  

of 1986, as amended.  These projects are further subject to the ‘Development Agreement’ 

between the LDFA and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC). 

 

PA 248 of 2000 also anticipated the creation of multi-jurisdictional SmartZones, such as 

those proposed by Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti.  The creation of a multi-jurisdictional 

SmartZone also requires the approval of the County of Washtenaw.  The Ann 

Arbor/Ypsilanti SmartZone plan was adopted by the City of Ann Arbor and City of 

Ypsilanti on June 27, 2002 and the County of Washtenaw on July 17, 2002.  A map of 

the proposed SmartZone LDFA is attached as Appendix A.   

The schedule for adoption of the resolutions establishing the LDFA follows: 

 

  Public Hearing on Establishment 

   City of Ann Arbor   April 29, 2002 

   City of Ypsilanti   April 23, 2002 

  Adoption of Resolution Creating 

  Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti LDFA 

   City of Ann Arbor   June 27,2002 

   City of Ypsilanti   June 27,2002 

   County of Washtenaw   July 17,2002 

 

These resolutions are included as Appendix B. 

PA 248 of 2000 was amended in 2012 to allow existing SmartZone LDFAs to extend the 

life of the LDFA and the tax capture another 5 or 15 years. City of Ann Arbor on June 2, 

2014 and City of Ypsilanti on June 3, 2014 passed a resolution supporting the application 

for such extension.   

Section II:  Tax Increment Financing Plan Under PA 281 of 1986 

 

This plan will authorize the capture of certain tax increment revenues by the LDFA for 

purposes of funding the elements included in the Plan.  PA 281 of 1986, as amended, 

establishes and defines the activities that may be undertaken within such a Plan. The plan 

includes all the purposes allowed under the statute.  

 

1.  Boundaries of the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti SmartZone and Properties 
Subject to the Plan 

 

Upon final designationAs previously approved by the MEDC pursuant to PA 281 of 

1986, as amended, the LDFA District established by the Cities encompasses the 

boundaries of the SmartZone.  A map of the LDFA District is included as Appendix A.  

As a designated SmartZone and pursuant to the terms of the Development Agreement, 

public facilities may be developed for any eligible property within the SmartZone, and a 

business incubator or its equivalent may be located anywhere within these boundaries. 

 

Formatted: Font: Not Bold

Formatted: Font: Not Bold



 

Adopted by LDFA 10/2/02 

Adopted by City of Ann Arbor 11/19/02 

Adopted by City of Ypsilanti 11/20/02 Page 4  

It is anticipated that these boundaries may be amended from time-to-time, and may, at the 

recommendation of the ‘SmartZone Board”, and as approved by the member 

municipalities, be extended to other municipalities.  In that event, the terms of this plan 

shall apply to new members in their entirety. 

 

All property within these boundaries shall be subject to the terms of this plan, except that 

tax increments subject to the current tax increment financing plans of the Ann Arbor and 

Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authorities shall be regarded as ‘senior’. 

 

2.   Estimates of Captured Taxable Value and Tax Increment Revenue 

 

Beginning in 2003, the LDFA will capture ad valorem and specific tax levies on all new 

and incremental growth from the initial assessed value of Captured Property determined 

on the basis of assessments as of December 31, 2000.  The initial taxable value of the 

LDFA District is $261,776,313.  The LDFA will capture tax dollars for fifteen (15) years, 

commencing with levies imposed in 2003 2019 through the levies imposed in 20182034. 

 

The LDFA overlaps the development areas of the Downtown Development Authority in 

both Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti.  Each DDA captures tax increment revenues from the 

captured taxable values of their respective development areas, and is expected, for the 

purposes of this Plan, to continue to do so to the maximum extent permitted by law and 

their respective tax increment financing and development plans. 

 

Under this Plan, tax increment revenues subject to capture by the LDFA shall include, to 

the maximum extent permitted by Act 281 of 1986, as amended, the following:  Ann 

Arbor portion of the district – 50% of operating millage of local school districts and 50% 

of the State Education Tax levied upon the Captured Property.  Ypsilanti:  no revenue 

shall be captured at the present time.  The LDFA shall not capture tax revenues 

attributable to the levies of any other taxing jurisdiction. 

 

 3.  Anticipated Captured Revenue Stream 

 

Chart 1 estimates the amount of tax increment revenue available for disbursement to the 

LDFA and the impact of this Plan upon the local school districts and the State.  Based on 

current state law, this Plan shall have no direct impact upon the local school districts, as it 

has no direct impact upon the per pupil reimbursement from the State to the public 

schools.  The impact to the State School Aide Fund will be approximately $2445,000,000 

over the 15 years of the LDFA plan.  This translates to approximately $1,6003,000,000 

annually, or $0.79/student statewide. 

4.  Explanation of Procedure 

 

Comment [SS1]: Tom asks what does this 

mean?  Should we say Treasury is reimbursing 

School Aid Fund?  
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Tax increment financing for a SmartZone, or ‘certified technology park” permits the 

LDFA to capture tax revenues attributable to increases in the value of all real and 

personal property that is within the SmartZone and that has been made subject to the tax 

increment revenue calculation (Captured Property).  Act 281 of 1986 governs the tax 

increment finance procedure.  These procedures outlined below are effective as of the 

date of adoption of this Plan, but are subject to any changes imposed by future 

amendments to Act 281. 

 

Upon adoption of this plan by the Cities, the initial taxable value of the captured Property 

was established as of December 31, 2001.  In each year the Plan is in effect, the “Current 

Taxable Value” of Captured Property is determined. 

 

The amount by which the aggregate Current Taxable Value of Captured Property exceeds 

its Initial Taxable Value in any one year is the “Captured Taxable Value” of the 

SmartZone.  As discussed above, the LDFA District overlaps a DDA created in both Ann 

Arbor and Ypsilanti.  In Ann Arbor, the DDA captures tax increment revenues 

attributable to other than local school districts, intermediate school districts and the State 

Education Tax.  The Ypsilanti DDA captures these taxes, plus the taxes attributable to 

local school district operating millages, intermediate school district and the State 

Education Tax.  These captures of tax increment revenues by the DDA’s will be 

exempted from the annual calculations of the tax increment revenues available to be 

captured by the LDFA under this Plan.  Additionally, the intermediate school district tax 

capture has been exempted from this Plan, as such revenue supports direct student 

services, and is not subject to per pupil reimbursement from the State School Aide Fund. 

 

As a SmartZone, tax increment revenues authorized to be captured under this Plan from 

Captured Property may be used subject to required approvals of MEDC, to assure 

conformance with PA 281 as amended. 

 

Tax Increment Revenues in excess of the estimates set forth in this Plan, or in excess of 

the actual costs of this Amended Plan to be paid from Tax Increment Revenues will be 

considered surplus under Act 281.  Unless retained to further implementation of the 

Development Plan set forth in Section III pursuant to a resolution of the Authority, 

surplus tax increment revenues must revert proportionately to the respective taxing 

jurisdictions from which collected. 

 

5.  Operating and Administrative Expenditures 

 

As the LDFA determines, expenses related to operating, administration, planning and 

those expenditures allowed by PA 281 of 1986, as amended, are expenditures for ‘public 

facilities’ for which tax increment revenues may be used, and will be budgeted and 

approved by the LDFA and cities for payment from tax increment financing revenues. 
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It is anticipated that the LDFA will contract with the City of Ann Arbor and the 

Washtenaw Development CouncilAnn Arbor Spark, or successor organization to support 

the operation of the LDFA.    The City will provide financial management, audit and 

required reporting.  The WDCAnn Arbor SPARK and the City will provide secretarial 

services, including preparation and follow up from all LDFA meetings, meeting posting 

and required planning and administration to assure the execution of the LDFA’s adopted 

plans.  In the event the Ypsilanti portion of the LDFA begins to generate revenue in 

support of the Smart Zone, the same provision will apply to the Ypsilanti-portion of the 

SmartZone, with the City of Ypsilanti providing financial management for that funding.  

Operating and planning expenses of the Authority that are to be directly supported with 

tax increment revenues of the LDFA are anticipated not to exceed 20% of the LDFA 

annual tax increment revenues. 

 

6.  Notes or Bonded Indebtedness 

 

Subject to the requirements and restriction of state law, an LDFA may participate in the 

authorization, issuance and sale of notes or bonds.  The exact type of note or bond to be 

issued will be decided by the LDFA and City Council as the occasion arises.  The LDFA 

does not anticipate issuing any bonded indebtedness.  A decision to do so would require 

an amendment to this Plan. 

 

7.  Use of Tax Increment Revenue 

 

The LDFA adopts by reference the Development Plan contained in Section IV and as part 

of this Plan.  The scope of activity within the Development Plan is the primary focus of 

expenditure(s) by the LDFA.  To carry out the Development Plan, expenditures include, 

but are not limited to, the following: 

 

All eligible expenditures allowed by PA 281 of 1986, as amended, and specifically 

related to acquisition, construction and operation of certified technology parks, incubator 

facilities and other eligible properties. 

 Cash payments for fulfilling activity contained in the Development Plan. 

 Set asides required for any capital reserve fund(s) that the LDFA may establish. 

 Payment for contractual services, whether between the LDFA and the cities, or 

other public or private entity, for planning, administration, or general services 

fulfilling the objectives of the Development Plan. 

 Payments for contractual services, whether between the LDFA and the Cities, or 

other public or private entity, for services maintaining the infrastructure or 

administration of eligible property or programs within the LDFA District.  

 Payments for installation of technology related infrastructure assets.  

 Investment to non-bankable, seed stage technology companies.  

 Talent recruitment and retention programs.  
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 Leverage grants and donations for collaboration with other communities and 

programs.  

 

8.  Sources of Revenue 

 

The LDFA, by its statutory authority, may issue revenue bonds, tax increment bonds, 

borrow funds from any source, or negotiate credit lines.  It may also accept grants, 

donations and other sources of revenue.  In the event notes or bonded indebtedness are 

incurred by the LDFA, the full faith and credit of the Cities may be pledged to support 

such indebtedness in the manner and subject to the approval required by Act 281 of 1986, 

as amended. 

 

It is not anticipated that costs related to the purposes of the Development Plan will be 

funded or financed by advances from or indebtedness incurred by either City.  Any such 

action would require an amendment to this plan. 

 

9.  Excess Revenue 

 

It is the intent of the LDFA to pledge any excess revenue to the furtherance of the 

Development Plan, directed as the occasion may require, by adoption of appropriate 

resolutions. 

 

10.  Duration of Plan; Dissolution 

 

Tax increment revenues shall continue to be captured by the LDFA from levies in 2003 

through levies in 20182034. The Development Plan portion of this Plan shall remain in 

effect until the end of the LDFA fiscal year commencing in 20182034, or until the 

purposes of the DevelopmentTIF funds have been fully expended as contemplated by the 

Plan has been fulfilled, whichever is the earlier dategreater. 

 

At no time shall the LDFA be dissolved unless the principal and interest on all 

obligations issued or incurred by the LDFA have been extinguished, or that sufficient 

funds to services those obligations have been placed in an irrevocable trust. 

 

11.  Job/Business Creation Estimates 

 

The estimation of jobs in the high technology sector and under the program outlined by 

this Plan is a speculative venture contingent upon many factors outside the control of the 

LDFA.  However, the writers of this plan estimate that 700 jobs may be created as a 

direct and indirect result of these activities.  This estimate is based upon the following 

Comment [SS2]: SPARK to update and 

compare to original goals.  Recognize growth 

of served companies.  
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assumptions:  A survey conducted in 1998 by the Washtenaw Development Council and 

the Ann Arbor Software Council determined that the average technology company in the 

area employed 57 individuals after approximately 10 years of operation.  Based on the 

establishment and/or location of two new businesses each year within either the Ann 

Arbor or Ypsilanti portions of the SmartZone, this would result in the creation of just 

over 700 jobs during the 15-year life of the LDFA. 

 

We believe that businesses of this scale can find appropriate facilities within the areas 

encompassed by the SmartZone.current track record of the programs funded by the 

LDFA from 2002 to 2014.   

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Summary 

 

The adoption of thisamended Plan will continue to provide capital needed for the 

facilitation of the commercialization of research products being developed at University 

of Michigan and Eastern Michigan University, and other community institutions, and the 

development of private high technology enterprises that, but for this Plan, would be 

deferred, or located outside of the Cities and this State.  The activities detailed in the 

Development Plan, and financed by this LDFA will induce the growth and retention of 

technology-led economic development, benefiting residents with new opportunity and 

increasing property values to taxing jurisdictions in the region. 

 

Section III:  The Development Plan 

Introduction 

 

Te following Development Plan adheres to the required statutory provisions of PA 281 of 

1986, as amended, being Section 15 specifically, and assumes final designation of the 

LDFA district as a “certified technology park.” 

 

The LDFA anticipates implementation of the Development Plan as a collaborative effort 

between the LDFA, the Cities, the Ann Arbor IT Zone, the Washtenaw Development 

Council (WDC), University of Michigan and Eastern Michigan University, the Small 

Business Development Center, various private venture and service providers, and a to-be-

developed business acceleratorAnn Arbor SPARK (SPARK).  The WDC, and the Ann 

Arbor IT ZoneSPARK , through the business accelerator partners are anticipated to 

assume, on behalf of or in collaboration with the LDFA, functions related to assuring the 

successful implementation of the purposes of this Development Plan.  This Development 
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Plan recognizes that other partners will provide other programs and services on behalf of 

the ‘SmartZone’, not party to the LDFA and its Development Plan.   

 

The WDCSpark is the lead economic development organization for Washtenaw County, 

with one of its missions the encouragement of emerging industries.  The IT Zone is a 

membership organization, charged with encouraging the technology industry in 

Washtenaw County, including establishment of new business enterprises in technology 

fields.  Both organizations have as a subsidiary goal the retention of technology graduates 

from area colleges and Universities.  The third, key, party to the plan is a technology 

accelerator.  This program is currently being developed under the guidance of volunteers 

from the Ann Arbor IT Zone, the University of Michigan, Eastern Michigan University, 

and a variety of business and private volunteers.  The exact operation of this accelerator 

will be determined based on the final configuration, and subject to approval by the 

LDFA.  Currently, accelerator proponents anticipate a relationship with the Ann Arbor IT 

Zone, which uses the Zone to compliment the work of the accelerator, but assure the 

accelerator of independent status. 

Entrepreneurs and companies served through programs like the Entrepreneur Boot Camp, 

Accelerator Grants, Micro loans, and incubator facilities, more than 500 companies have 

benefited.  These companies today employ more than 1,400 people, about 500 more than 

when they were first provided assistance.  
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1.  Description(s) of Property to which Development Plan Applies 

 

The Development Plan applies to the LDFA District, which encompasses all or part of 

the Downtown Development Districts of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti.  A map of the LDFA 

District is attached as Attachment A.  For purposes of this plan, ‘eligible property’ is 

deemed to be the facilities known as the “Ann Arbor ITZone” and the Ann Arbor 

Ypsilanti Area Smart Zone Business AcceleratorSPARK Central, currently located at 330 

E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, Michigan and SPARK East located at 215 W. Michigan Avenue, 

Ypsilanti, Michigan.  This plan assumes that the definition of an ‘eligible property’ may 

extend to other facilities occupied by the accelerator and/or the IT Zonewithin the city 

limits of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti where there can be accelerator services. . 

 

2. Boundaries of Property to which the Development Plan Applies 

 

The Map in Attachment B shows the boundaries of the LDFA District, all of which is 

subject to this Development Plan.  The Eligible Property within the LDFA District to 

which this Development Plan will initially apply is the ground floor of a three-story 

building owned by First Martin Corporation, and located at 330 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, 

Michigan.  This facility is the “Ann Arbor ITZone”, andAt this location is provides 

provided networking and educational services and incubator office space for the 

technology community in Washtenaw County. The IT Zone, in turn, has entered 

intoSPARK collaborations collaborates with MichBio, the University of Michigan’s Zell-

Lurie Entrepreneurial Institute, and the University of Michigan Office of Technology 

Transfer and Center for Entrepreneurship, Tech-Start programthe SBDC, New Enterprise 

Forum and other organizations to expand its reach beyond its initial interest in the 

information technology industry, to serve all innovative ideas and technologies no matter 

the industry sector.  These collaborating organizations have further agreed to cooperate 

with the proposed technology business accelerator. 

 

3. Public Infrastructure within the District to which the Plan Applies 

 

The LDFA District is fully developed with roads, sidewalks, lighting and subsurface 

utilities.  The infrastructure is publicly financed and maintained.  The Development Plan 

does not anticipate large-scale improvements to or expansions of this infrastructure.  In 

the event sufficient revenues become available through this plan, iInvestment may be 

made to facilitate the expansion of the technology infrastructure, such as high-speed 

telecommunications infrastructure throughout the Districtservice area, or expansion of the 

incubator facilities.  AlternativelyAdditionally, the LDFA may become a grant recipient 

for financing designed to encourage this investment.  Examples of such infrastructure 

might include timely installation of publicly-owned conduit in conjunction with other 

public infrastructure projects, and designed to reduce the costs of telecommunications 
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extensions.  No LDFA funds shall be used to directly subsidize installation of this 

public infrastructure to an individual business, or to directly subsidize a regulated 

or unregulated telecommunications carrier. 
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4. Public Facilities and Improvement Anticipated 

 

Other than the operating and planning costs associated with the LDFA, ‘public facilities’ 

shall be defined as those activities necessary to support the operation of the technology 

business accelerator in its efforts to provide services to emerging and growing companies 

in technology sectors.   The ownership of the facility will remain in private hands, with 

the accelerator continuing to provide resources to its members and others through 

partnerships with such entities as the University of Michigan TechStart program, the 

Small Business Development Center’s SBDC@ITZone program, and the Business 

Assistance Team and such other public, non-profit and private entities as may be 

determined.  This facility shall be considered an ‘incubator’ under the terms of Act 281 of 

1986, as amended, and proceeds from the LDFA attributable to this facility shall be used 

in accordance with the Act. 

 

 

All projects are anticipated to begin by fourth quarter, 2002, and be carried forward 

through the life of the LDFA.  LDFA revenues will be budgeted for items as approved in 

the LDFA plan on an annual basis, and expenditures attributable to these items shall not 

exceed available LDFA revenues. 

 

In addition to support of the accelerator, the LDFA anticipates using tax increment 

revenues received under this Plan for funding the costs related to providing 

administrative services to the LDFA.  It is anticipated that the City of Ann Arbor and the 

Washtenaw Development CouncilSPARK will provide these services to the SmartZone.  

The City shall be compensated for actual costs attributable to periodic audits and the 

annual filing of such reports as required by the Michigan Department of Treasury or 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation in support of the LDFA, as well as other, 

related, costs of financial administration and compliance. The WDC City of Ann Arbor 

and SPARK shall be compensated for actual out-of-pocket costs of meeting publication 

and the expenses for supporting the LDFA.  It is not anticipated that the LDFA will hire 

staff directly, but, rather, shall carry out its plans through the work of the various Smart 

Zone partners.   

 

These administrative costs in total are not anticipated to exceed 20% of revenues received 

by the LDFA in any single year. 

 

Other projects, including marketing, telecommunications connectivity and various 

educational programs will be supported by the LDFA as funds become available. 

 

5. Staging/Timelines 

 

mailto:SBDC@ITZone
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The Ann Arbor ITZone has been designated by the MEDC as a business accelerator, and 

funding for the initial two years is in place.  Other projects are staged for implementation, 

beginning in 2003 and beyond. 

6. Property Sales/Transfers to or from Ann Arbor or Ypsilanti 

 

The LDFA does not currently own any property in the LDFA District subject to this Plan.  

The LDFA does not anticipate any sales, donations, exchanges, and leases of land by the 

LDFA to either the City of Ann Arbor or the City of Ypsilanti, or from either city to the 

LDFA.  The LDFA may enter into sales, donations, exchanges, and leases of other assets 

to the extent it fulfills the mission of the Development Plan.  

7. Zoning/Utility Changes 

 

The LDFA District and the Eligible Property are property zoned for the purposes of this 

Development Plan.  No zoning changes or changes in streets, street levels, intersections 

or utilities are presently anticipated. 

 

8. Overall Cost Estimates and Financing 

 

It is estimated that the overall cost to the LDFA of implementing this Development plan 

from 2003 2019 – 2018 2034 will be approximately $2550,000,000.  These cost estimates 

include the operation of the, the costs of operation of the LDFA, and the costs of 

extending publicly owned conduit technology infrastructure as appropriate.  These costs 

will be funded with tax increment revenues, user fees and grants.  In the event that costs 

exceed the available tax increment financing, priority will be provided to funding 

programs, rather than LDFA operations. 

 

9. Persons to Whom Public Facilities will be Conveyed and Persons 
Receiving Benefit 

 

As previously indicated in this Plan, the Ann Arbor ITZoneSPARK is a tenant in a 

privately owned building.  No actually conveyance will take place.   Although the term of 

the lease does not extend for the length of the LDFA, it is anticipated that the Ann Arbor 

ITZoneSPARK will continue to be a tenant in a privately owned facility, and not a 

building owner.  The IT ZoneSPARK will provide the physical home for the business 

accelerator.  The Ann Arbor ITZoneSPARK will maintain its qualification as a provider 

of business incubator services under Act 281 of 1986, as amended, for the term of this 

Plan.  Failure of the Ann Arbor ITZoneSPARK to maintain its qualification under the Act 

shall result in withdrawal of LDFA funding. 

 

Beneficiaries of the Ann Arbor ITZoneSPARK will be the small and emerging businesses 

establishing operations in the SmartZone.   
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10. Procedures for Leasing, Purchasing and Conveying Public   
Facilities 

 

No actual conveyance of public facilities is anticipated under this Plan.  It is anticipated 

that the technology business accelerator will share space with the Ann Arbor IT 

ZoneSPARK, due to the IT ZoneSPARK’s current role as a lead organization for the 

information technology community in the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti area.  It is the intent of 

the LDFA to provide these services in a manner that assures the successful 

implementation of this development plan, and the growth of information all type 

technology businesses within the community.  The LDFA believes this can best be 

accomplished through the enhancement of an existing program. 

 

11. Residences and Resident Relocation Assistance 

 

There will be no need to remove or relocate any residents or homesteads. 

 

12. Amendments 

 

This Development Plan is adopted in accordance with PA 281 of 1986, as amended, and 

may be hanged from time-to-time by resolution of the LDFA and the Cities. 

 

 

ADOPTED THIS 2nd ___ DAY OF OCTOBER__________, 2002201_. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A  Map of Proposed SmartZone 

Appendix B  Resolutions of Adoption 

Table 1   Assumptions 

Table 2   Anticipated Tax Increment Revenue 

Table 3   Anticipated Tax Increment Expenditures 

Attachment 1  Agreement Between Cities 

 

 



 

Adopted by LDFA 10/2/02 

Adopted by City of Ann Arbor 11/19/02 

Adopted by City of Ypsilanti 11/20/02 Page 15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Resolution No. 2014-214 
 September 2, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the City Council Meeting be adjourned, on call, by the Mayor or two (2) members 
of Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:      
 
SUPPORTED BY:      
 
YES:      NO:    ABSENT:    VOTE:  
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