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CITY OF YPSILANTI 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – ONE SOUTH HURON ST. 
YPSILANTI, MI  48197 

                         TUESDAY, October 21, 2014                       
                         7:00 P.M.  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER – 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL – 

 
Council Member Jefferson Present  Council Member Robb  Present 

  Council Member Vogt  Present  Council Member Murdock Present 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Present  Mayor Schreiber   Present 
   

III. INVOCATION – 
 

The Mayor asked all to stand for a moment of silence. 

 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – 

 
“I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the Republic for 

which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 
 

V. AGENDA APPROVAL – 

 
On a voice vote, the agenda was approved as submitted. 

 
VI. INTRODUCTIONS – 

 

The Mayor introduced the following individuals; Washtenaw County representatives 
Nathan Vogt and Deborah Borden, OHM Engineers Marcus McNamara and Kent Early, 

Parks and Recreation Committee members Bob Krzewinski and Anne Brown, Eastern 
Michigan University Professor Joe Ohren, Community Development Director Teresa 

Gillotti, DPS Director Stan Kirton, Assistant to the City Manager Ericka Savage, Assistant 

City Attorney Jesse O’Jack, City Clerk Frances McMullan, and City Attorney John Barr.  
 

VII. PRESENTATIONS – 
 

1.    Capital Projects – City Manager Ralph Lange, DPS Director Stan Kirton, OHM    
Engineers Marcus McNamara and Kent Early. 

 

Mayor Schreiber said there are two types of funding; the major streets are funded at the State and level 
local streets are funded by Local Governments.  Mayor Schreiber added in 2000 the City passed a millage 

to repair local roads and that millage is still being paid. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked how long will the roads last. 
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Marcus McNamara, OHM Engineering, responded asphalt roads last from 15 to 20 years.  Mr. McNamara 

stated Ypsilanti’s local roads are entering their 15th year and are still in fairly good condition and part of 
the reason for that is the maintenance program performed by the DPS. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson stated on a recent trip to Marquette she noticed the roads were in much 

better condition there than in Ypsilanti and asked why that was. 

 
Mr. McNamara responded it could be several reasons; the mixed designs may be different for colder 

climate specifications.  Mr. McNamara added the biggest contributor, more than likely, is the thaw-freeze 
cycle where the Upper Peninsula sees two throughout the year the Lower Peninsula sees several. 

 
City Manager Lange asked if the soil composition was more sandy in the Upper Peninsula stating in 

Ypsilanti there is a great deal of clay which inhibits drainage. 

 
Mr. McNamara stated drainage could be a difference.  Mr. McNamara added traffic in the Upper Peninsula 

is not nearly as heavy as it is here. 
 

Council Member Vogt asked what date the PASER ratings were developed. 

 
Mr. McNamara replied summer 2013. 

 
Council Member Vogt stated the ratings did not include some recent repairs. 

 
Mr. McNamara replied yes, that is correct. 

 

City Manager Lange stated over the 2014-2015 period $3 million have been allocated for road repairs of 
that only $500,000 comes from the City. 

 
Council Member Murdock stated grants cover $1.9 million on the Prospect Street project; including the 

intersection grant and a grant for the bridge repairs plus a match from the City. 

 
DPS Director Kirton clarified Ypsilanti is responsible for a 5% match from the City. 

 
Council Member Murdock asked if the match will come out of the Major Street Fund. 

 

Mr. Lange responded yes. 
 

Council Member Murdock stated the Federal Highway Fund allocated $75,000 for 2014, $300,000 
allocated for 2015 and $350,000 allocated for 2016.  Mr. Murdock added the City will be responsible for a 

$198,000 match of which the County will pay $144,000. 
 

Mr. Lange stated the City may also get funding from AAATA for work done on Adams Street. 

 
Council Member Murdock stated if the construction on Prospect and Adams will begin in 2015 and OHM is 

also recommending 8 other streets for repair. 
 

Mr. McNamara responded yes, those 8 streets are candidates for repair, if funding is available.  Mr. 

McNamara added those 8 streets would be fairly inexpensive to repair as they are not too damaged. 
 

Council Member Murdock stated the City would be responsible for 50% of the cost for those repairs. 
 

Mr. McNamara responded the exact amount may be lower and the City would be responsible for a 20% 
match to the 80% federal match for the construction.  Mr. McNamara added once the cost of engineering 

and design are factored in the ratio is closer to 50%. 

 
Council Member Murdock asked if the City’s match would come out of the Major Street Fund. 
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Mr. Kirton replied yes. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked what micro-surfacing is. 
 

Mr. McNamara responded a thin asphalt overlay, not a hot mix and has smaller granulated sand which 

helps seal the road and keep it in good condition. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson stated it is a preventative measure. 
 

Mr. McNamara responded yes. 
 

Council Member Robb asked if micro-surfacing was the method used on North Prospect between Thomas 

and Holmes. 
 

Mr. McNamara replied no, that was spray patching, if micro-surfacing is used the road would appear new. 
 

Mr. Lange added a good comparison would be resealing a driveway. 

 
2.    ReImagine Washtenaw Study – Community Development Director Teresa Gillotti 

 
Council Member Robb asked Community Development Director Gillotti if there was disconnect between 

the ReImagine Washtenaw and the Shape Ypsi processes, stating the diagram indicates buildings not 
allowed in the Master Plan. 

 

Ms. Gillotti stated the Washtenaw Corridor is commercial at Hewitt and tapers down to residential as you 
approach Eastern Michigan University. 

 
Council Member Robb asked if the document given to Council on September 12th has been updated. 

 

Ms. Gillotti replied yes it has. 
 

Council Member Robb asked if the Planning Commission has adopted the changes. 
 

Ms. Gillotti responded not at this date. 

 
Mayor Schreiber stated the ReImagine Washtenaw project began with two goals; to find funding 

mechanisms to improve the variety of modes of transportation along the corridor and providing a 
continuous set of permitting guidelines from the stone coffee house in Ann Arbor to the stone water 

tower in Ypsilnati. 
 

Mr. Vogt answered that is the idea put the pieces together getting the area ready for development. 

 
Mayor Schreiber that Mr. Vogt and others involved for the hard work on this project. 

 
VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – 

 

1. Joe Golder, 1002 Wasthhenaw, asked City Council to conduct an investigation into 
the C-MAQ Grant of 2011.  Mr. Golder informed Council that due to the work done 

by that grant EMU was able to encroach on his property which has affected his 
quality of life. 

 
2. Deborah Borden, Service Coordinator for Washtenaw County Tobacco-Use 

Prevention Program, stated she is in support of the Ordinance to ban smoking in 

“tot lots”.  Ms. Borden stated the cigarette butts pollute the area and pose a health 
risk to children. 
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3. Monique James, Washtenaw Community College, stated she is glad that a 

resolution considering a memorandum of understanding is going before Council 
and is grateful that the partnership is going to continue. 

 

4. Tom Frye, 1355 Lathers, stated he is here on behalf of the Parkiridge Center and is 
very pleased with its continued improvement.  Mr. Frye asked Council to take a 

moment of their time and visit the Parkridge Center and see all the improvements 
that have been made. 

 
IX. REMARKS BY THE MAYOR – 

 

 Mayor Schreiber thanked all those who spoke; Ms. Borden for supporting the 

smoking ban in the “tot lots” and Mr. Frye and Ms. James for their support of the 
Parkridge agreement. 

 
 Mayor Schreiber asked City Attorney John Barr to provide Council with a 

summary of the matter presented by Mr. Golder. 

 

City Attorney John Barr stated during Eastern Michigan University construction of 
Oakwood the land was surveyed and EMU and the City, provided with evidence 

documented by the County, saw no issue and construction commenced.  Mr. Barr 
stated Mr. Golder believed there is a vacated alley however there is no evidence 

of this with the Register of Deeds.  Mr. Barr stated that if Mr. Golder has any 
new evidence he would review that and make a decision, if there is no new 

evidence the decision will remain the same. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked what would make Mr. Golder satisfied with this 

situation and that Council should ask him how to settle this matter. 
 

Mayor Schreiber responded he would provide Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson with 

Mr. Golder’s phone number however, Mayor Schreiber stated, he has never been 
able to resolve that issue. 

 
City Manager Lange stated he has spoken with Mr. Golder and a monetary 

number was discussed, however, after speaking with EMU and the attorney’s 
office it was found that a settlement would not be appropriate. 

 

X. MINUTES – 
 

Resolution No. 2014-233, approving minutes of October 7, 2014. 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
That the Minutes of October 7, 2014 be approved. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 

 
On a voice vote, the minutes were approved as submitted. 

 
XI. ORDINANCES - FIRST READING  

Ordinance No. 1231 
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1. Ordinance to amend Section 78-100 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of 

Ypsilanti to prohibit smoking in the City’s tot lot playgrounds and to post appropriate 
signage in said playgrounds. 

 
A. Resolution No. 2014-234, determination 

 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT SMOKING IN 
TOT LOTS 

 
IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 

that: the ordinance entitled "An ordinance to amend the Ypsilanti 
City Code to prohibit smoking in the City’s tot-lot playgrounds” be 

adopted on first reading. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Vogt 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 
 

Bob Krzewinski, Parks and Recreation Committee, stated the original plan was to ban smoking in all City 

parks, however, it was felt that at this time it would not be possible.  Mr. Krzewinski stated there is 
support to ban smoking in “tot lots” (Parks including children’s playground equipment).  Mr. Krzewinski 

stated it is not expected that police monitor parks and issue tickets but to protect those most vulnerable 
from second hand smoke as well as littler from cigarette butts.  Mr. Krzewinski added this ordinance will 

also send an image that Ypsilanti is a healthy community 
 

On a roll call, the vote to approve Resolution No. 2014-234 was as follows: 

 
Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Yes 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

VOTE: 

 
YES: 6  NO: 0  ABSENT:   0  VOTE:  Carried 

 
B. Open Public Hearing 

 

None 
 

Council Member Robb asked for a friendly amendment in Clause 13 changing “…smoking devise” to 
“…smoking devices”.  Mr. Robb stated it is a grammatical change. 

 
Council Member Vogt accepted the friendly amendment. 

 

C. Resolution No. 2014-235, close public hearing. 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 

IT IS RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI 

that: the public hearing on an ordinance entitled "An ordinance to 
amend the Ypsilanti City Code to prohibit smoking in the City’s 

tot-lot playgrounds” be officially closed. 
 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock 
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Robb 

 

On a voice vote, Resolution No. 2014-235 carried, and the Public Hearing was officially closed. 
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XII. CONSENT AGENDA –      Resolution No. 2014-236 

 
1. Resolution No. 2014-237, approving the Washtenaw Avenue Corridor Transportation 

Study. 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
WHEREAS, ReImagine Washtenaw is a cooperative, multi-

jurisdictional planning, place-making, transportation, and 
economic development effort, led by Washtenaw County and 

stakeholders including the Cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti and 
Pittsfield Charter Townships, the Michigan Department of 

Transportation, and the Ann Arbor Area Transportation 

Authority, among others. 
 

WHEREAS, Washtenaw County secured a $3,000,000 
Community Challenge Planning Grant from the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD), which funded, in part, 

a comprehensive transportation study of Washtenaw Avenue, 
known as the Corridor Improvement Study completed in April 

2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Corridor Improvement Study was the result of an 
18-month process, involving significant public input, to provide 

a detailed plan for the future of the corridor that incorporates 

specific land use, transportation, non-motorized, and public 
transit goals; and 

 
WHEREAS, the success of the Corridor Improvement Study 

depends on all stakeholders diligently and consistently 

implementing its provisions, including future public access 
limits necessary to improve the roadway in the future to provide 

for adequate vehicular travel lanes, bicycle lanes, and 
pedestrian sidewalks; and 

 

WHEREAS, all four local units of government have adopted, or 
will adopt, master plan and zoning regulations to ensure that 

future private land use patterns provide for walkable, vibrant, 
mixed-use districts that emphasize sense of place and high 

quality development, and integration with public transit; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Corridor Improvement Study is equally 

important to establish a clear, consistent public improvement 
plan for the public right-of-way, in order that a truly vibrant, 

high value, transit-oriented corridor can be achieved. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Ypsilanti 

hereby supports and adopts the Corridor Improvement Study, 
with the understanding that future more detailed analysis will 

be required and coordination with MDOT in order to implement 
all of its provisions. 

 
2. Resolution No. 2014-238, approving the appointment of Erika Lindsay to Boards and 

Commissions. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 



City Council Meeting Minutes 

October 21, 2014 
 7 

 

THAT, the following individuals be appointed to the City of 
Ypsilanti Boards and Commissions as indicated below: 

 
          TERM 

NAME    BOARD  EXPIRATION 

        

Erika Lindsay   HDC   1/31/2015 

317 N. Prospect Rd. 
Ypsilanti, MI  48197 

 
3. Resolution No 2014-239, approving the PA 198 Industrial Facilities Tax Abatement 

for rear property improvements at 575 S. Mansfield (American Broach). 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 

WHEREAS, Ypsilanti City Council approved a PA 198 Industrial 
Facilities Tax Abatement for rear property improvements at 575 

S. Mansfield in 2011; and 
 

WHEREAS, the owners of the American Broach/QC American 
decided against building and additional building, preferring to 

buy an existing building at a nearby location;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ypsilanti City 

Council revoke the previous 2011 PA 198 tax exemption for 
American Broach/QC American due to the lack of construction 

of an additional building during the timeframe previously 

allotted. 
 

OFFERED BY:  Council Member Robb 
SUPPORTED BY:  Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson 

 

Council Member Murdock asked if the Resolution on PA 198 is taking back the property. 
 

Community Development Coordinator Gillotti stated it was a revocation of the property. 
 

On a voice vote, the vote to approve Resolution No. 2014-236 carried.   
 

XIII. RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS – 

 
1. Resolution No. 2014-240, supporting mid-block crossing improvements and Hawk 

crossing on Washtenaw in front of Eastern Michigan University. 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has 

studied the existing pedestrian crossing on Washtenaw by the 

Dominos and Eastern Michigan University and determined that 
the crossing warrants a HAWK – High-Intensity Activated 

crossWalK beacon; and 
 

WHEREAS, Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Grant 
would be eligible for related improvements including demolition 

and reconstruction of the median, addition of ADA ramps, 
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enhanced mast arms for the HAWK signal and related electrical 

connections; and;  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti seeks to create a clear, 
designated safe pedestrian crossing in this high-traffic area by 

Eastern Michigan University; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ypsilanti City 

Council hereby request the MDOT University District office apply 
for an MDOT Transportation Alternative Program grant to fund 

the Hawk and related pedestrian safety improvements on behalf 
and in cooperation with the City of Ypsilanti and Eastern 

Michigan University. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Murdock 

SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Robb 
 

Community Development Coordinator Gillotti stated on Cross St. near EMU before Washtenaw Ave, 

people either use the light at summit to cross or cross without a signal.  Ms. Gillotti informed Council part 
of the ReImagine Washtenaw Project is creating greater safety along that corridor.  Ms. Gillotti stated 

with the help of MDOT an area was chosen to install a HAWK crosswalk.  Ms. Gillotti said the crosswalk 
would be by the bus stop on Cross near Eastern.  Ms. Gillotti stated MDOT will be the applicant for the 

grant as well as pay for the HAWK signal.  Ms. Gillotti added MDOT is only asking for a 20% contribution 
from its partners, EMU has already promised $15,000 and the RIDE has been asked for another $15,000, 

leaving the City with a possibility of a $10,000 match.  Ms. Gillotti explained this Resolution does not 

promise a contribution it simply is support for MDOT to follow through with the grant application. 
 

Council Member Murdock asked what is the year of the grant. 
 

Ms. Gillotti responded 2015. 

 
Council Member Murdock stated this is an important and doable project which ties into the ReImagine 

Washtenaw initiative. 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if this is where Cross meets Packard. 

 
Ms. Gillotti replied yes. 

 
Mayor Schreiber asked if the HAWK signal would have a red light. 

 
Ms. Gillotti responded yes, the light would blink yellow than become solid red eventually turning back to 

yellow. 

 
On a roll call, the vote to approve Resolution No. 2014-240 was as follows: 

 
Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Yes 

Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 
VOTE: 

 
YES: 6  NO: 0  ABSENT:   0  VOTE:  Carried 

 
2. Resolution No. 2014-241, approving the Memorandum of Understanding between 

Washtenaw Community College and the City of Ypsilanti regarding Parkridge Center. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
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WHEREAS, funding for Parks and Recreation in the City is 

limited at this time; 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti recognizes the importance of the 

maintenance of its Parks and Recreation resources to the 

quality of life of citizens; 

 
WHEREAS, partnerships with organizations having an interest in 

those resources are necessary to accomplish goals for 
improving and maintaining the quality of life in the City; 

 

WHEREAS, the Washtenaw Community College has assumed 

operational and management responsibilities for the Parkridge 

Community Center;  

 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to continue a contractual 

relationship with Washtenaw Community College to provide 

training, education and recreational programming at the 

Parkridge Community Center; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and the City 

Clerk are authorized to sign the attached Memorandum of 

Understanding allowing the Washtenaw Community College to 

continue to operate the Parkridge Center on behalf of the City of 

Ypsilanti for two years, beginning on January 1, 2015.   

 

OFFERED BY:  Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson 
SUPPORTED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 

 

City Manager Lange stated there were some legal initially which have been resolved.  Mr. Lange added 
that Assistant City Attorney Dan DuChene and Anthony Williamson were a tremendous help. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson said she would like to echo the sentiments of Mr. Frye regarding the 

Parkridge Center, it wasn’t an easy job keeping it open but the City was able to.  Ms. Richardson also 

thanked Mr. Williamson for his dedicated work as director of the Center.  Ms. Richardson added she 
regretted that the WCC Harriet Center has suffered, although Saturday, October 18th the Center had two 

programs running from open till close.  Ms. Richardson concluded by congratulating Mr. Williamson and 
thanking Washtenaw Community College for renewing the Memorandum of Understanding.    

 
Council Member Jefferson expressed his gratitude to Mr. Frye who has made certain the Parkridge Center 

had been looked after in both his time and finances.  Mr. Jefferson stated Mr. Williamson does an 

excellent job, not only with the administration of the center’s programs and staff, but his effect on the 
children who attend the center’s summer camp.  Mr. Jefferson concluded by saying that many of the 

children that attended the summer camp are seeking higher education. 
 

Mayor Schreiber thanked Mr. Williamson and stated he met Mr. Williamson during the 1990’s while on the 

Ypsilanti Housing Commission.  Mayor Schreiber added he appreciated all the work Mr. Williamson has 
done for the City at many different positions and the incredible effect that he has had on community 

youth. 
 

On a roll call, the vote to approve Resolution No. 2014-241 was as follows: 
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Council Member Jefferson Yes  Council Member Robb  Yes 

Council Member Murdock Yes  Mayor Schreiber   Yes 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson Yes  Council Member Vogt  Yes 

VOTE: 
 

YES: 6  NO: 0  ABSENT:   0  VOTE:  Carried 

 
XIV. LIASON REPORTS – 

 
A. SEMCOG Update - None 

B. Washtenaw Area Transportation Study - None 
C. Washtenaw Metro Alliance - None 

D. Urban County - None 

E. Freight House – In the process of putting together bid documents for renovations 
which will be available in a month. 

 
XV. COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS – 

 

Richardson 
 Stated she has been approached by many citizens who have expressed concern 

regarding the Hamilton Road Diet.  Ms. Richardson stated if the lane number is 

reduced traffic will be horrendous down that stretch. 
 

 Stated that a painted crosswalk at the Hamilton Crossing building would make it 

safer. 
 

 Thanked Community Development Coordinator Teresa Gillotti for her years of 

service to the City and wished her well in her future endeavors. 

 
Murdock 

 Stated another “stop for pedestrian” sign has been stolen leaving only two 

remaining. 
 

 Asked if the roads, especially those recently paved, could be striped at the 

intersection as the turn lanes have become difficult to identify. 

 
 Thanked Ms. Gillotti for her service and also thanked the Mayor and Council 

Member Jefferson for their dedicated service to the City. 

 
Robb 

 Thanked City Manager Lange for assisting in solving the Stanley Rd problem. 

 
 Asked what is being done with 16 N. Washington. 

 

Community Development Coordinator Gillotti responded the owner has been 

ticket and is on the dangerous building list. 
 

Council Member Robb stated the building is being used as storage which is not 
allowed in a B3 zone and the City needs to follow through with this matter. 

 

 Stated the material used for the spray patching of Prospect Rd. is now on the 

property of the citizens along that stretch of Road and it needs to be rectified 
before the start of winter. 

 
 Thanked Ms. Gillotti for her service and hopes she will remain a presence in the 

community.   
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 Thanked Council Member Jefferson and Mayor Schreiber for their dedicated 

service. 
 

 Stated he saw the pedestrian sign Mr. Murdock was referring to laying down and 

feels that it wasn’t stolen and that it is probably somewhere in the area. 
 

Vogt 

 Stated that as a County employee he would like to welcome Ms. Gillotti and 
expressed his gratitude for her work with the City.  Mr. Vogt thanked both Mayor 

Schreiber and Council Member Jefferson for their years of service.  Mr. Vogt also 

thanked Mr. Jefferson for his work with troubled youth and the Mayor for his 20 
years of service to the City. 

 
Jefferson 

 Thanked the Mayor for his 19 years with the City.  Mr. Jefferson added initially 

when he was on Council the Mayor helped him to understand how to stay 

committed as a Council Member. 
 

 Thanked Ms. Gillotti for all that she has done for Ypsilanti. 

 
 Asked for an update on 117 N. Washington as it continues to be an issue. 

 

 Stated there needs to be a discussion regarding lighting at Hamilton and Harriet 

as well as a discussion about converting Hamilton to a two way road. 
 

XVI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR – 

 
 Asked City Attorney Barr how the organizational meeting should be formatted. 

 

City Attorney Barr stated there is no exact protocol on how to change Council, 
the Charter stats Council makes up its own rules.  Mr. Barr said historically 

Council meet swear in the next Council and hand the organizational documents 

to the new Council who will decide the rules for the next term.  Mr. Barr added 
that he and City Clerk McMullan have discussed how to fill the vacant Council 

seat and in the Charter there is nothing specific however in the past there was a 
nomination a second and a vote to fill the vacancy. 

 

 Asked to nominate Kenneth Dobsen II for the Downtown Development Authority.  

Mayor Schreiber stated Mr. Dobsen is the Government Community Relations 
Director at EMU and was suggested by EMU President Susan Martin.  Mayor 

Schreiber added he has discussed this nomination with the incoming Mayor who 
agreed.  Mayor Schreiber asked if Council had any objection to the nomination. 

 
Council Member Murdock responded he would prefer that the new Mayor make 

the appointment. 

 
 Thanked Ms. Gillotti and stated she has always been helpful and knowledgeable. 

 

 Thanked Council and said that it has been a pleasure working with them as well 
as the City Manager and Staff.  Mayor Schreiber stated he will still be around and 

asked if Council wishes he would again sit on the Ypsilanti Housing Commission. 
 

City Manager Lange asked if the Mayor was going to discuss the transition 
meeting. 

 



City Council Meeting Minutes 

October 21, 2014 
 12 

 Mayor Schreiber asked City Attorney John Barr to discuss the transition meeting. 

 

City Attorney Barr stated the new Council takes office at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
November 10, if the meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. the present Council would 

begin the meeting. 
 

Council Member Murdock stated the organization meeting in the past was always 

presided over by the New Council. 
 

Council Member Robb stated when Mr. Bodary left, Council conducted business 
before Ms. Moeller was sworn in to Council. 

 
Council Member Jefferson stated when he was sworn in the old Council was 

present to conduct business before the new members took their seat. 

 
Mayor Schreiber stated that was also the case in 2006 and it is the prerogative of 

Council how they wish to proceed.  Mayor Schreiber asked Council if they had 
any objections to just having the new Council sworn in on November 10th and 

not have the old Council present. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if there was going to be a Council meeting on 

the 6th, if not will business be conducted at the meeting held on the November 
10th. 

 
Council Member Murdock responded the meeting held on November 10th is 

primarily focused on organizational material. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Richardson asked if that means the first Council meeting in 

November will be bypassed. 
 

Council Member Murdock stated Council will still hold a meeting on November 

18th. 
 

XVII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER – 
 

 Stated he is happy about the Parkridge Center Memorandum of understanding. 

 
 Stated the Public Safety presentation went well and asked if there has been any 

feedback. 

 

 Stated the City will participate in the NAACP Justice Day on Friday, October 31st. 

 
 Said John Kaczor, Fiscal Services Director Uy and himself have been working 

together to update the six year projections as well as goal setting. 

 
 Stated he appreciated Council Member Jefferson support working for the City.   

 

 Thanked Mayor Schreiber for his support. 

 

 Stated that Community Development Coordinator Gillotti and he worked closely 

together and stated she is at the top of the class of individuals he has worked 
with. 

 
XVIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – 

 
None 
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XIX. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR – 
 

None 
 

XX. ADJOURNMENT – 

 
Resolution No. 2014-242, adjourning the Council meeting. 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
That the City Council Meeting be adjourned, on call, by the 

Mayor or two (2) members of Council. 

 
OFFERED BY:  Council Member Jefferson 

SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Vogt. 
 

On a voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 

 


