
1.

2.

3.

City Council Agenda

Documents:

AGENDA 5-4-17.PDF

Council Meeting Packet

Documents:

MAY 4, 2017 COUNCIL PACKET.PDF

Council Action Minutes

Documents:

ACTION MINUTES 5-4-17.PDF



1 

 

        
 
 

                                    CITY OF YPSILANTI      
                REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

       CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – ONE SOUTH HURON ST. 

                       YPSILANTI, MI  48197 
                                       THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017 

                                                          7:00 p.m. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – 
 

II. ROLL CALL – 

 
Council Member Bashert   P A  Council Member Robb          P A 

Mayor Pro-Tem Brown   P A   Council Member Vogt  P A   
Council Member Murdock  P A  Mayor Edmonds           P A 

Council Member Richardson  P A 

 
III. INVOCATION – 

 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – 

 
“I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, 

one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

 
V. INTRODUCTIONS – 

 
VI. AGENDA APPROVAL - 

 

VII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION - 
 

VIII. REMARKS BY THE MAYOR – 
 

IX. PUBLIC HEARINGS –  

 
1. Resolution approving a Brew Pub License for BKB Tap Inc., at 201 W. Michigan Ave. 

 

A. Resolution No. 2017-096, determination. 
B. Open public hearing. 

C. Resolution No. 2017-097, close public hearing. 
 

2. Resolution approving a Redevelopment Class C license with a Dance/Entertainment 

permit for Ziggy’s, located at 206 W. Michigan Ave. 
 

A. Resolution No. 2017-098, determination. 
B. Open public hearing. 

C. Resolution No. 2017-099, close public hearing. 
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3. Resolution to consider a Purchase Agreement with The Original and Only Thompson 

Block for the sale of City owned right-of-way around 400 N. River Rd. 
 

A. Resolution No. 2017-100, determination. 
B. Open public hearing. 

C. Resolution No. 2017-101, close public hearing. 

 
4. Resolution to consider purchase agreements, quit claim deeds, leases, or other contracts 

and documents to effectuate the conveyance of 845 Fredrick and 448 Huron according to 
the City Property Disposition Policy. 

 

A. Resolution No. 2017-102, determination. 
B. Open public hearing. 

C. Resolution No. 2017-103, close public hearing. 
 

 

X. RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS – 
 

1. Resolution No. 2017- 104, approving Ordinance 1287 to amend the Ypsilanti City Code to combine 
the subsection that makes it illegal for a person to allow occupancy without a valid Certificate of 

Compliance in a multiple dwelling with the subsection that makes it illegal for a person to allow 

occupancy without a valid Certificate of Compliance in one- or two-unit rental dwelling. (Second 
Reading) (Attorney) 

 
2. Resolution No. 2017-105, approving appointments to Boards and Commissions. (Mayor) 

 

3. Resolution No. 2017-106, determining to submit the Water Street Debt Millage Initiatory proposal to 
the electors of the City. (Attorney) 

 

4. Resolution No. 2017-107, approving a City Social Media Policy. (Community Development) 

 
XI. LIASON REPORTS – 

 
A. SEMCOG Update 

B. Washtenaw Area Transportation Study 
C. Urban County 

D. Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority 

E. Eastern Washtenaw Safety Alliance 
F. Police-Community Relations/Black Lives Matter Joint Task Force 

G. Friends of Rutherford Pool   
H. Housing Equity Leadership Team 

I. Economic Development Coordinating Committee 

 
XIII. COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS – 

 
XIV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR – 

 

XV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER – 
 

XVI. COMMUNICATIONS –  
 

XVII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – 
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XVIII. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR – 
 

XIX. CLOSED SESSION – 
 

Resolution No. 2017-108, to approve convening into closed session pursuant to Section 8(c) of the 

Michigan Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, being MCL 15.268(c), for the purpose of strategy 
sessions connected with the negotiation of the IAFF, COAM, POAM, and AFSCME contracts. 

 

XX. ADJOURNMENT - 

 

Resolution No. 2017-109, adjourning the City Council meeting. 
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3. Resolution to consider a Purchase Agreement with The Original and Only Thompson 

Block for the sale of City owned right-of-way around 400 N. River Rd. 
 

A. Resolution No. 2017-100, determination. 
B. Open public hearing. 

C. Resolution No. 2017-101, close public hearing. 
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1. Resolution No. 2017- 104, approving Ordinance 1287 to amend the Ypsilanti City Code to combine 
the subsection that makes it illegal for a person to allow occupancy without a valid Certificate of 

Compliance in a multiple dwelling with the subsection that makes it illegal for a person to allow 

occupancy without a valid Certificate of Compliance in one- or two-unit rental dwelling. (Second 
Reading) (Attorney) 
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XVIII. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR – 
 

XIX. CLOSED SESSION – 
 

Resolution No. 2017-108, to approve convening into closed session pursuant to Section 8(c) of the 

Michigan Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, being MCL 15.268(c), for the purpose of strategy 
sessions connected with the negotiation of the IAFF, COAM, POAM, and AFSCME contracts. 

 

XX. ADJOURNMENT - 

 

Resolution No. 2017-109, adjourning the City Council meeting. 



 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
May 4, 2017 

 
 

 
FROM:  Andrew Hellenga, Deputy City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT:   Request additional Brewpub License for BKB Tap Inc. 
 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND: 
 
Mr. Brian Brickley and Ms. Lisa Brickley have applied to the City of Ypsilanti and State of 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) to add a Brewpub License to their business, 
BKB Tap Inc., located at 201 Wes Michigan. 
 
If approved by the City and MLCC the Class C license will allow BKB Tap Inc. to brew up 
to 18,000 barrels of beer per calendar year for sale on the premises and off the 
premises with a Specially Designated Merchant license.  The MLCC cannot consider the 
approval of the additional license without the approval of City Council. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approval 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Resolution 
   Application 
   Department approval 
 
  
 
COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:   May 4, 2017   
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:                                                                       
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  __________________________________  



Resolution No. 2017 - 096 
May 4, 2017 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
WHEREAS, BKB Tap Inc. has applied to the City of Ypsilanti and Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission requesting the following: 
 
Adding a Brew Pub License, as defined by MCL 436.1105(12), is a license issued in 
conjunction with a Class C, Tavern, B-Hotel, or A-Hotel license that authorizes the 
licensee to brew up to 18,000 barrels of beer per calendar year for sale on the premises 

and off the premises with a Specially Designated Merchant license., at 201 W. Michigan 
Ave, Ypsilanti, MI 48197, Washtenaw County; and  
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing to consider the proposed Brew Pub License BKB Tap Inc. was 
duly noticed and held on May 4, 2017. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the request of BKB Tap Inc. for the property 
located at 201 W. Michigan Ave. be approved. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:   ___      _______________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:             
 
YES:   NO:   ABSENT:       VOTE:   
     
 

 





























      Resolution No. 2017 - 097 
May 4, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
THAT the public hearing to consider the proposed additional classification of “Brew Pub” 
for BKB Tap Inc be officially closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
YES:                 NO:                     ABSENT:                   VOTE:           



 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
May 4, 2017 

 
 

 
FROM:  Andrew Hellenga, Deputy City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT:   Request approval of a Redevelopment Class C license with 
Dance/Entertainment permit for Ziggy’s, 206 W. Michigan 
 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND: 
 
Mr. David Jeffries and Ms. Jo Jeffries have applied to the Ypsilanti Downtown 
Development Authority, City of Ypsilanti and State of Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission (MLCC) for approval of a Redevelopment Class C license with 
Dance/Entertainment license for Ziggy’s, located at 206 W. Michigan Ave. 
 
If approved by the City and MLCC the Class C license will allow Ziggy’s to serve beer, 
wine, mixed spirit drink, and spirits to customers for consumption on site.  The MLCC 
cannot consider the approval of the reclassification without the approval of City Council. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Approval contingent on County Health Department approval 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Resolution 
   Application 
   Department approval 
    
 

  
 
COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:   May 4, 2017   
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:                                                                       
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  __________________________________  



Resolution No. 2017 - 098 
May 4, 2017 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
WHEREAS, David Jefferies, owner of Ziggy’s, has applied to the Ypsilanti Downtown 
Development Authority, City of Ypsilanti and Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
requesting the following: 
 
Approval of a Redevelopment Class C license with a Dance/Entertainment permit, A 
Class C license, as defined by MCL 436.1107(2), is a place licensed to sell, at retail, 
beer, wine, mixed spirit drink, and spirits for consumption on the premises, at 206 W. 
Michigan Ave, Ypsilanti, MI 48197, Washtenaw County; and  
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing to consider the application to Class C for Ziggy’s was duly 
noticed and held on May 4, 2107 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the request of David Jefferies for the property 
located at 206 W. Michigan be approved contingent upon approval by the Washtenaw 
County Health Department. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:   ___      _______________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:             
 
YES:   NO:   ABSENT:       VOTE:   
     
 

 

































































































































































April 20, 2017 
 
 

 
Downtown Development Authority of the 

City of Ypsilanti 
County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan 

RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF A REDEVELOPMENT LIQUOR 
LICENSE REQUEST FOR 206 W. MICHIGAN AVENUE/ZIGGYS  

 
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Adam Gainsley and 
supported by Member Jelani McGadney. 
 

WHEREAS, the Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority (YDDA) approved a formal 
policy to review and recommend approval of applications for Redevelopment Liquor 
Licenses (RLL) in accordance with Public Act 501 of 2006 in December 2009 and 
amended the policy in January 2011; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ziggys has applied for an RLL through the City of Ypsilanti; and 
 
WHEREAS, consistent with the YDDA’s formal policy, the City of Ypsilanti has 
forwarded the RLL application to the YDDA for a formal recommendation of the request; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, using the approved process the YDDA’s Operations and Finance 
Committee has reviewed the application for an RLL for Ziggys; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the belief of the Operations and Finance Committee that the approval 
of an RLL for Ziggys will meet the following criteria; the proposed license has or will 
leverage significant investment at the proposed location that will likely improve the value 
and marketability of the property; the proposed business will increase the number of 
jobs available in the DDA; and the proposed use will add to the vibrancy and mix of 
types of businesses and support existing establishments by increasing the number of 
visitors to the DDA; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Operations and Finance Committee has reviewed the application for an 
RLL and has found that the application to be complete and consistent with the 
guidelines for approval of the license; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. the YDDA formally recommends that the Ypsilanti City Council approve the 
request for an RLL by Ziggys pending all other City of Ypsilanti requirements 
for approval are met.  

 



2. all resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the 
provisions of this resolution are and the same hereby are rescinded. 

 
AYES:  Jessica French, Martha Cleary, Ben Harrington, Jelani McGadney, Andrew 
O’Neal, Mark Teachout, Dieter Otto, Adam Gainsley, Diana Wong  
 
NAYS: none 
 
YES: 10           NO: 0          ABSENT: 1             VOTE: affirmed 
 















      Resolution No. 2017-099 
May 4, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
THAT the public hearing to consider the proposed application for a Redevelopment Class 
C license and Dance/Entertainment License for Ziggy’s be officially closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
YES:                 NO:                     ABSENT:                   VOTE:           



 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
May 4, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
To:    Mayor and Council 

 
From: Beth Ernat, Director of Community and Economic Development 
  
Subject:  Sale of Property 
    Right-of-Way - 400 N. River  
              
 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND: The Thompson Block property located at 400 N. River Road was 
purchased by 2Mission.  The development group is working to create a site plan to restore the 
building to its late 1800’s time period when the Thompson and Son’s Company was the primary 
tenant and the building was in its glory.   
 
In order to restore the historic time period of the building a front porch with an awning is being 
restored.  Unfortunately, a strip of city owner right-of-way prevents the installation of the porch 
and barrier-free entry to use the porch.  The owners of the property at 2Mission have requested 
to purchase the strip of right-of-way shown in the attachment.  The right-of-way would allow the 
porch and barrier-free entrance to all be within the same property.   
 
The purchasers have offered $1 for the purchase of the property and have agreed to retain 
ownership of the property, retain a 5 foot easement for public use of the right-of-way and that 
the premises will comply with all zoning use restrictions. Additionally, the property shall revert 
back to the City if development does not occur within five years.  
 
Upon further review of the site plan it was determined that small 94 square foot piece of property 
on the Cross Street side of the building was also public right-of-way.  The building currently 
encroaches on this property and staff recommended vacating the parcel for consistency of the 
parcel.   
 
Department of Public Services has reviewed the request and has no objections to the sale of 
public rights-of-way at this property. 
 
The Site Plan for the development is scheduled for the Planning Commission in June and a request 
for incentives will come forward in June as well. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Proposed Resolution, Purchase Agreement, and map 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Staff recommends approval of the proposed purchase agreement and 
a resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into the agreement.  



 
 
 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:     COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  _________ 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: _________________________ 
 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 100 
May 4, 2017 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ENTERING INTO A PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE OF CITY-
OWNED RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Ypsilanti is interested in conveying its rights-of-way for the purpose of 
redevelopment of a historic building; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject parcels are located on or about 400 N. River Street, ID#11-11-04-495-
024; and 
 
WHEREAS, a purchase agreement has been created and outlines an access easement for public 
sidewalk to be reserved, use restrictions on the property, the sale price of $1, and the reversion 
of the property if the development is not completed within five year; and 
 
WHEREAS, this redevelopment of the property known as the Thompson Block would not be 
historically accurate without the additional rights-of-way.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that the City 
Council authorizes the Mayor of the City of Ypsilanti to enter into the purchase agreement with 
The Original and Only Thompson Block, LLC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:             
 
SUPPORTED BY:            
 
YES:          NO:       ABSENT:             VOTE:   
 

















 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 



 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 101 
May 4, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THAT the public hearing to consider a purchase agreement between the City of Ypsilanti and 

The Original and Only Thompson Block, LLC. be officially closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:           
 
SUPPORTED BY:           
 
YES:          NO:       ABSENT:             VOTE:   
 



 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
May 4, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
To:   Mayor and Council 

 
From: Beth Ernat, Director of Community and Economic Development 
 Joe Meyers, Community Development Manager 
 
Subject: Resolution to Amend the City’s Property Disposition Policy 
              
 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND: At its January 6, 2016 meeting, City Council adopted a Property 
Disposition Policy. Through the program, staff sold fourteen (14) lots to people from in and out 
of the city. The program has been very successful and the city has a total of three (3) vacant lots 
and two (2) gap parcels that have not sold. The city currently owns one house that was not 
demolished through the Blight Elimination Grant (448 S. Huron). The original plan for this house 
was to work with Washtenaw Community College’s Youth Build program to redevelop the house 
but that deal fell through. In doing outreach with local realtors, the location would be more 
desirable for rental housing. The property is bordered on the South by a party store to the north 
by a rental house, to the east by a gas station and to the west by a rental house.   
 
The house at 448 S. Huron is in decent condition, a “handy-man special”, the interior has been 
stripped to the studs.  The biggest challenge is the octopus boiler system that is not in working 
order.  It will take a substantial investment to remove the system or to repair.  Based on the 
challenges the return on investment without rental income for the property is too low.    
 
In January 2017 the city received one tax reverted property at 845 Fredrick. Washtenaw County 
Treasurer’s Office was able to pay for the demolition of the house on the property and has deeded 
the vacant lot to the city to use for the NEZ program. Currently the lot is vacant and the city is 
receiving no revenue on the land.  
 
In summary, by City Council approving the attached resolution, they have approved amending 
the Property Disposition Policy to add 845 Fredrick and remove 448 Huron St. This would allow 
staff to sell 448 Huron St. for rental housing to be approved by city council and allow 845 Fredrick 
St to be sold either as a sidelot or a residential lot.     
  
ATTACHMENTS: Proposed Resolution 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adoption of the resolution 
 
 
 



CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:     COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  _________ 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: _________________________ 
 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2017-102 
May 4, 2017 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING CITY-OWNED PARCELS FOR CONVEYANCE AND DELEGATING 
CONTRACT AUTHORITY TO THE CITY MANAGER CONSISTENT WITH AND PURSUANT TO THE 
CITY PROPERTY DISPOSITION POLICY 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Ypsilanti is interested in conveying its excess City-owned property to 
private owners; and 
 
WHEREAS, to further this interest, the City Council for the City of Ypsilanti has approved the City 
Property Disposition Policy by adopting Resolution No. 2015-273; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Policy provides that City Council will annually consider a resolution, after a public 
hearing, to approve the sale of residential land and authorize the City Manager to enter into 
purchase agreements, quit claim deeds, leases, or other contracts and documents to effectuate 
their conveyance. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: The 
following City-owned property is approved for conveyance consistent with the City Property 
Disposition Policy: 
    11-11-39-440-007 - 845 Fredrick 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that: The 
following City-owned property is removed from the City Property Disposition Policy and allowed 
to be sold for non-homestead use conditional to City Council approval of a purchase agreement: 
 
    11-11-39-481-015 – 448 S. Huron St 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to enter into purchase 
agreements, quit claim deeds, leases, or other contracts and documents to effectuate the 
conveyance of these properties according to the City Property Disposition Policy, and that the City 
Manager may sign such documents on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti, subject to the review and 
approval of the City Attorney. 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY: _______________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: ____________________ 
 
YES:          NO:       ABSENT:             VOTE:   



 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017-103 
May 4, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THAT the public hearing to consider purchase agreements, quit claim deeds, leases, or other 

contracts and documents to effectuate the conveyance of these properties according to the City 
Property Disposition Policy be officially closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:           
 
SUPPORTED BY:           
 
YES:          NO:       ABSENT:             VOTE:   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Barr, 
  Anhut &  
Associates, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

105 Pearl Street 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

(734) 481-1234 
Fax (734) 483-3871 

www.barrlawfirm.com 
   e-mail: jbarr@barrlawfirm.com 

    
                
               e-
mail: barranhut@voyager.net 
 

John M. Barr 
Karl A. Barr 
Daniel J. DuChene 

Jesse O’Jack ~ Of Counsel 
William F. Anhut ~ Of Counsel – Retired 

Jennifer A. Healy ~ Legal Assistant 

R E Q U E S T   F O R   L E G I S L A T I O N 

 

        DATE:  March 9, 2017 

 

FROM: Jesse O'Jack, Assistant Ypsilanti City Attorney 

 

SUBJECT:  Adoption of an ordinance entitled "An Ordinance to amend Ypsilanti City Code 

Chapter 18 "Building and Building Regulations", Article VI "Inspection and Control of Certain 

Buildings", Division 3 "Certificate of Compliance", Section 18-146 “Required” to update and 

combine subsections (a) and (b).   

 

SUMMARY/BACKGROUND: 

 

 Section 18-146 is the section that makes it illegal for a person to allow occupancy in a rental 

dwelling without having a valid certificate of compliance. The current subsection (a) imposes the 

requirement on multiple dwellings.  The current subsection (b) imposes the requirement on one- 

or two-unit rental dwellings.  The reason for combining the two subsections is to simplify the 

code and make the enforcement less subject to error and confusion.  The proposed ordinance 

amendment does not make substantive changes to the law.   

 

ATTACHMENTS: Proposed Ordinance 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:   Adoption of the ordinance 

 

 

 

DATE RECEIVED:       3/19/17                    AGENDA ITEM NO.   Resolution No. 2017-076         

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:________________________________________________ 

 

FOR AGENDA OF:                     FINANCE DIR. APPROVAL: ______________________       

 

COUNCIL ACTION TAKEN: _________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



     

 
Resolution No. 2017-104 

May 4, 2017 
 
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
 That an ordinance entitled "An Ordinance to amend Ypsilanti City Code Chapter 18 
"Building and Building Regulations", Article VI "Inspection and Control of Certain 
Buildings", Division 3 "Certificate of Compliance", Section 18-146 “Required” to update 
and combine subsections (a) and (b)" be approved on Second and Final Reading. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: __________________________________________________ 
 
YES:            NO:             ABSENT:            VOTE: 
 



  
  CITY OF YPSILANTI 
 NOTICE OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE    
  Ordinance No.  1287 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND YPSILANTI CITY CODE CHAPTER 18 "BUILDING AND 
BUILDING REGULATIONS", ARTICLE VI "INSPECTION AND CONTROL OF CERTAIN 
BUILDINGS", DIVISION 3 "CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE", SECTION 18-146 
“REQUIRED” TO UPDATE AND COMBINE SUBSECTIONS (A) AND (B). 
 
 
THE CITY OF YPSILANTI HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1: Amendments, additions, and deletions to the Code of Ordinances, City of 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
 
 
 
That Chapter 18 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Ypsilanti, Michigan, entitled 
“Buildings and Building Regulations”, Article VI "Inspection and Control of Certain 
Buildings", Division 3 "Certificate of Compliance", Section 18-146 "Required", is hereby 
amended as follows: 
 

Sec. 18-146. - Required.  

(a) No person, either the owner or owner's agent shall rent, lease, or allow occupancy of 

a dwelling unit or sleeping unit after September 1, 1986, in a multiple dwelling, to any 

person unless that owner or owner's agent has first obtained a valid certificate of compliance 

from the city building inspection department covering that unit.  

(b) No person, either the owner or owner's agent shall allow occupancy of a dwelling 

unit or sleeping unit after September 1, 1999, in a one- or two-unit rental dwelling, unless 

that owner or owner's agent has first obtained a valid certificate of compliance from the city 

building inspection department covering that unit.  

 No person, including but not limited to the owner, the owner/agent, and the 
owner’s agent, shall rent, lease, or allow occupancy of a dwelling unit or sleeping 
unit after September 1, 1986, in a multiple dwelling or after September 1, 1999, in 
a one- or two-unit rental dwelling, unless that owner, owner/agent, or owner's 
agent has first obtained a valid certificate of compliance from the city building 
inspection department covering that unit.  

 
2.   Severability.   If any clause, sentence, section, paragraph, or part of this 
ordinance, or the application thereof to any person, firm, corporation, legal entity, or 
circumstances, shall be for any reason adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to 
be unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not effect, impair, or invalidate the 
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remainder of this Ordinance and the application of such provision to other persons, 
firms, corporations, legal entities, or circumstances by such judgment shall be confined 
in its operation to the clause, sentence, section, paragraph, or part of this Ordinance 
thereof directly involved in the case or controversy in which such judgment shall have 
been rendered and to the person, firm, corporation, legal entity, or circumstances then 
and there involved.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent of this body that 
the Ordinance would have been adopted had such invalid or unconstitutional provisions 
not have been included in this Ordinance. 
3. Repeal.   All other Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance 
are, to the extent of such inconsistencies, hereby repealed. 

4.  Savings Clause.  The balance of the Code of Ordinances, City of Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, except as herein or previously amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 
The repeal provided herein shall not abrogate or affect any offense or act committed or 
done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any pending fee, assessments, litigation, 
or prosecution of any right established, occurring prior to the effective date hereof. 

5. Copies to be available.   Copies of the Ordinance are available at the office of 
the city clerk for inspection by, and distribution to, the public during normal office 
hours. 

6. Publication and Effective Date. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance, or 
a summary of this Ordinance, to be published according to Section 11.13 of the City 
Charter.  This Ordinance shall become effective after publication at the expiration of 30 
days after adoption. 

 
MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE YPSILANTI CITY COUNCIL THIS ________ DAY 
OF _____________, 2017. 
 ______________________________ 
 Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 Attest 
 
I do hereby confirm that the above Ordinance No. __1287_  was published according to 
Section 11.13 of the City Charter on the _________ day of _______________, 2017. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
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 CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTING 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the Ordinance passed at the regular 
meeting of the City Council held on the ________ day of __________________, 2017. 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Frances McMullan, City Clerk 
 
 
 
Notice Published:  __March 16, 2017_____________ 
 
First Reading:  __April 4, 2017__________________ 
 
Second Reading: ___May 4, 2017_______________ 
 
Published: _________________________________ 
 
Effective Date:  _____________________________ 
 
 



 

Resolution No. 2017 - 105 

May 4, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 

 
THAT, the following individuals be appointed to the City of Ypsilanti Boards and Commissions as indicated 

below: 
           TERM 

NAME      BOARD    EXPIRATION 

 
Nathan Vought    EDC     6/30/2017                        

Washtenaw County Brownfield  
Redevelopment Authority 

415 W. Michigan 

Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
(Replacing Brett Lenart) 

 
Cathy Thorburn   Parks & Rec    5/1/2020 

1212 Sherman 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

(Reappointment) 

 
Heidi Jugenitz   Planning Commission   5/1/2020 

33 Photo 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

(Reappointment) 

 
Liz Dahl MacGregor    Planning Commission   5/1/2020 

103 N. Lincoln 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

(Reappointment) 

 
Ka’Ron Gaines     Human Relations Commission  5/1/2020 

833 Armstrong 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

(New Appointment) 
 

Heidi Frankenhauser    Housing Commission   12/31/2018 

217 Oak 
Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

(Replacing Valerie Brannon) 
 

 

 
 

 
OFFERED BY:  __    _____________________      _ 

 
SUPPORTED BY:  _ ______________      ______ 

 

YES:  NO:  ABSENT:  VOTE:   
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REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 

May 4, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
To:   Mayor and Council 

 

From:  Andrew Hellenga, Deputy City Clerk 
 

Subject:  Proposed Water Street Redevelopment Project Debt Service Millage 

 

 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND:   

The City has refunded, in two series, most of its previously issued 2006 General Obligation Limited Tax 

Capital Improvement Bonds to finance and refinance the costs relating to land acquisition, environmental 
work, and public infrastructure in an area of the downtown referred to as the Water Street 

Redevelopment Project (“the Project”).   
 

On April 13, 2017 a citizen’s group titled “Citizen’s Supporting Ypsi” submitted initiatory petitions 
requesting a Water Street Debt Millage be placed on the August 8, 2017 Election.  Petition signatures 

were dated from January 14, 2017 through April 13, 2017, which is within the 90 threshold stated in the 

Charter.  The Clerk’s Office ceased signature certification at 1,014, which is well over the required 
amount. 

 
The City’s Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2016A are currently outstanding in the 

principal amount of $7,405,000 payable on November 1 from 2016 through 2031. The Bonds were issued 

in anticipation of tax increment revenues being generated by the proposed development.  As you are all 
well aware, such revenue has yet to be generated to meet these payments.  The City is currently paying 

the debt service on the Bonds from its general fund. 
 

Pursuant to the City’s authority under the Unlimited Tax Election Act, Public Act 189 of 1979, staff are 

requesting that City Council approve the attached resolution to authorize a ballot question for the August 
election seeking voter approval to fund payments of the Series 2016A Bonds through a millage. Payment 

of this series is estimated to levy 2.3 mills. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Adoption of the attached Resolution 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  Council Resolution 

 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:     COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  ____________ 
 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: _________________________ 

 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________ 

 



Resolution 2017-106 

       May 4, 2017 
 

 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PLACING WATER STREET 

BOND PAYMENT MILLAGE ON BALLOT IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH ELECTORS’ INITATIVE PETITION 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti, Michigan (“City”) has previously issued various series of bonds to finance 
and refinance the costs relating to the land acquisition, environmental cleanup and public infrastructure in 

an area of the downtown referred to the Water Street Redevelopment Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City’s General Obligation Limited Tax Capital Improvement Refunding Bonds, Series 2016A 

(Taxable) (the “Bonds” are currently outstanding in the principal of amount of $7,405,000, payable 
through 2031; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City is currently paying the debt service on the Bonds from its general fund and other 

sources; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has received an initiative petition by electors of the City of Ypsilanti, pursuant 

to City Charter section 2.15 et seq., requesting City Council to seek voter approval to pledge the City’s 
unlimited tax full faith and credit for payment of the Bands and to allow a millage to be levied to pay the 

debt service on the Bonds, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ypsilanti, Michigan, in honor of said 

electors’ initiative petition, as follows: 
 

 The following proposal be submitted to the qualified electors of the City at the election to be held August 
8, 2017: 

 

1.  
 

WATER STREET DEBT MILLAGE PROPOSAL 
 
Shall the City of Ypsilanti be authorized to pledge its unlimited tax full faith and credit for payment of its 
Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2016A (Taxable), which are outstanding in the 
principal amount of $7,405,000 payable through 2031, which were issued for the purpose of financing 
and refinancing capital improvement costs relating to the Water Street Redevelopment Project?  The 
estimated millage to be levied in 2017 is 2.30 mills ($2.30 per $1,000 of taxable value) and the estimated 
simple average annual millage rate required to retire the bonds is 2.3 mills ($2.30 per $1,000 of taxable 
value). 
 

2.  The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause the above proposal to be placed on the ballot at the 
election to be held on August 8, 2017. 

 
3.  The canvass and determination of votes of said question shall be made in accordance with the laws of 

the State of Michigan and the Charter of the City of Ypsilanti. 

 
OFFERED BY: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
SUPPORTED BY: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
YES:   NO:   ABSENT:   VOTE: 



 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
May 4th, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
To:    Mayor and City Council 

 
From:  Greta Dreyer, City Manager Intern 
          Courtney Marshall, City Manager Intern 
 Beth Ernat, Director of Community and Economic Development 
 
Subject: Social Media Policy for the City of Ypsilanti 
              
 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND: The City of Ypsilanti does not have an adopted Social Media Policy.  
Currently the City has both a Facebook and a Twitter account to communicate with residents, 
however there are no rules on whom should be posing on social media, what they should be 
posting and what happens when someone leaves their position. In adopting a policy, the City will 
have a working document that can be adapted with changes in laws, users, sites, and trends.  A 
set policy will also help the City Manager help plan for future transitions in staff.  
 
Social media is currently being used as an important communication tool allowing the city to 
connect with residents quickly to disseminate information. The residents of the City use social 
media as a dependable means of communication especially with the lack of a print media outlet 
to cover City business. 
 
This policy will allow the City Manager to assign employees as to who should be posting to the 
City’s social media pages and place rules on the information they are sharing as well as authorize 
administrators to monitor activities, answer resident inquiries, clarify inaccuracies and remove 
inappropriate posts.   
 
The City has researched and reviewed policies and rules from other cities to gain the knowledge 
in writing the new policy.  The policy has been reviewed and edited by Assistant City Attorney 
Dan DuChene. 
 
In summary, by the City Council approving the attached resolution, they will adopt the Social 
Media Policy for the City of Ypsilanti.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Proposed Resolution 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Staff recommends adoption of the resolution and Social Media Policy 
for the City of Ypsilanti 
 



 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:     COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  _________ 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: _________________________ 
 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 107 
      May 4, 2017   
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A CITY WIDE SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Ypsilanti is interested in adopting a Social Media Policy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti currently has social media accounts but does not have a formal 
policy for the use, distribution, or editing of social media; and 
 
WHEREAS, social media has become a dependable means of communication and is an important 
tool for the City; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI adopt the 
Social Media Policy as presented.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY: _______________________ 
 
SUPPORTED BY: ____________________ 
 
YES:              NO:       ABSENT:             VOTE:   
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City of Ypsilanti Social Media Policy 
(Revision Date: _05_/_02_/_2017_) 

1. Introduction: 

Social media is an effective and efficient way to drive ongoing support for the City of Ypsilanti 

and to continue to keep City residents updated on City news and events. The use of social 

media allows the City to address the way residents communicate and obtain information 

online. Through the use of social media, the City of Ypsilanti is able to reach a broader 

audience, further the mission and goals of the City and its departments, and help people inside 

and outside of the community view Ypsilanti in a more positive manner.  

The City of Ypsilanti places a high importance on proper and appropriate representation of the 

City to members of the community. This policy establishes best practices and guidelines for the 

use of social media on the City’s behalf. 

2. Social Media Sites Used: 

A. The following are social media sites and tools that have been approved for use by the 

City of Ypsilanti: 

I. Facebook: @Ypsi.Michigan 

II. Twitter: @YpsiCity 

III. Hootsuite 

B. The social media sites should be maintained and updated on a regular basis as 

necessary. 

C. The City will only have one account per social media site used. 
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3. Purpose of the City of Ypsilanti Social Media Sites: 

A. To continue to promote the City of Ypsilanti through news that highlights the city in a 

positive manner and shows how the city is continuing to flourish. 

B. To provide the public with time-sensitive information. To keep members of the 

community informed about upcoming events in Ypsilanti and City notices. 

 

4. General Standards and Rules: 

A. No person shall act as the City of Ypsilanti with regard to social media sites and tools in a 

manner inconsistent with this policy. 

B. All City of Ypsilanti social media sites must be approved by the City Manager before 

their creation.  Social media will be administered by the City Manager's designee(s) 

(hereinafter referred to as the “Social Media Administrator(s)”), and the City Manager 

will make the final determination on all matters related to social media, including 

content. 

C. The City of Ypsilanti’s website (www.cityofypsilanti.com) will serve as the City's primary 

internet presence. 

D. The City of Ypsilanti’s use of social media tools fall generally into two categories: 

I. As marketing/promotional channels which increase the City's ability to 

broadcast its messages to the widest possible audience. 

II. As channels for disseminating time-sensitive information as quickly as possible 

(example: emergency information). 
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E. Wherever possible, content posted to the City of Ypsilanti’s social media sites should 

also be available on the City's main web site and content posted should contain links 

directing users back to the City's official websites. 

F.  Social Media Administrators: 

I. The City of Ypsilanti’s social media accounts will be run by the Social Media 

Administrator(s) who will be appointed by the City Manager.  

II. All social media sites and tools should be monitored and maintained daily. 

III. Social Media Administrator(s) will keep track of all information related to 

social media sites and tools, including usernames and passwords.  The Social 

Media Administrator(s) will relinquish control of social media sites and tools 

and provide all information to the City Manager immediately if their 

employment with the City is ever terminated. 

G. Content Posted by the City: 

I. The Social Media Administrator(s) will ensure content is posted on a regular 

basis on the City’s social media sites. 

II.  When possible, there should be a link to relevant page of the City’s website 

included in every social media post. 

III. When possible, all social media posts should contain the City’s boilerplate at 

the bottom of the post.  

IV. Social media posts by the City should be focused on the communities’ 

interests and updates. 
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V. Keep images up to date for all social media sites, using the City’s logo as the 

profile picture for all social media accounts, in order to maintain consistency. 

VI. Content posted by Social Media Administrator(s) under this policy should be 

professional, respectful, and appropriate. Examples of inappropriate content 

includes the following: content that contains foul language, is obscene or 

sexual, content that threatens or defames any person or organization, 

content that violates the legal ownership interest of another party, content 

that supports or opposes political candidates or ballot propositions, content 

that promotes illegal activity, content that in and of itself violates any 

applicable law or ordinance, and content that promotes commercial services 

or products that are not topically related to the particular posting or topically 

related to the City. Furthermore, in posting content under this policy, Social 

Media Administrator(s) must take care not to offend, harass, threaten, 

ridicule, or degrade another. 

VII. When posting content on behalf of the City, care should be taken to ensure 

the content is free of any grammatical errors or improper spelling. It is 

important to proofread content to correct any mistakes and, if possible, have 

a second person proofread content before it is published or made live. If 

possible, steps should be taken to correct any mistakes immediately after 

publication. 

VIII. Social Media Administrator(s) should refrain from posting content on behalf 

of the City during off-work hours unless there is a special circumstance in 
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which information needs to go up during off-work hours and its posting is 

approved by the City Manager. Otherwise, employees should schedule posts 

in advance.  

IX. Copyright infringements must be avoided. Therefore, any use of third-party 

content must be done so with permission or via the use of a link directed 

back to the author. 

X. Plagiarism is a serious issue. Use of text from an author must be in quotation 

marks and cited. 

XI. No person shall use any City social media site or tool to express their own 

personal opinion on any issue as if being made on behalf of the City. 

XII. No person shall use any City social media site or tool to express a position on 

behalf of the City relative to any issue without prior approval from the City 

Manager. 

XIII. Whenever posting content to any City social media site or tool on behalf of 

the City, the post must be able to identify the individual(s) responsible for 

posting such content. 

H. Content Posted by Users and Visitors 

I. In furtherance of the previously stated purpose of this policy, the City of 

Ypsilanti allows social media users and visitors to comment on its postings in 

order to create open interaction and engagement between the City and its 

social media followers. While the City of Ypsilanti encourages conversations 
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on its social media sites, all users and visitors should treat one another, as 

well as City of Ypsilanti employees, officials, and volunteers, with respect. 

II. City social media sites or tools may not be used by outside parties for the 

following purposes: 

A. The solicitation of commerce. 

B. Advocating or encouraging of illegal activity. 

C. Dissemination or promotion of obscene or profane content, including 

sexual content and gratuitous violence or links to sexual content or 

gratuitous violence. 

D. Content that threatens, intimidates, or harasses another. 

III. Deleting and responding to content posted by users and visitors. 

A. The Social Media Administrator(s) may delete content posted by 

users and visitors, including comments, based on the guidelines in 

this policy. 

B. The Social Media Administrator(s) may respond to content posted by 

users and visitors, including comments, to correct information 

pursuant to this policy and in a manner that is appropriate, 

professional, and respectful. 

C. The Social Media Administrator(s) will monitor social media sites for 

content posted by users and visitors requesting responses and will 

respond to such within 24-48 hours. 
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D. All actions of the Social Media Administrator(s) under this section of 

the policy are subject to the approval of the City Manager. 

E. When a Social Media Administrator, acting as the City of Ypsilanti, 

responds to content posted by a user or visitor on a City’s social 

media site, the employee’s first name and job title should be present 

in the response. For example: “Hi (insert name here). This is (insert 

employee’s first name), the City of Ypsilanti Social Media 

Administrator. (Insert response to comment).”  

IV. The rules and provisions of this section of the policy must be displayed to 

users and visitors or made available by hyperlink. 

I.  Responding to Private Messages: 

I. The Social Media Administrator(s) will respond back to private messages from 

community members on City social media sites and tools within 24-48 hours on 

normal business days. 

II. The Social Media Administrator(s) should always provide their first name and 

job title when replying to private messages, since private messages should be 

treated with the same care as email correspondence. 

III. Additionally, the Social Media Administrator(s) may also choose to give their 

office phone number and email address in case the user is in need of more 

information. 

IV. In interacting with community members and all social media users and visitors 

in their capacity with the City of Ypsilanti, the Social Media Administrator(s) 
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should always make sure they are acting in accordance with this policy and do 

so in a manner that is appropriate, professional, and respectful. 

J. Local Businesses  

I. The City of Ypsilanti may use its social media sites and tools to promote 

local businesses within city limits (herein after “Local Businesses”), so 

long as the post is contained to these subjects: 

1. A grand opening post- only once upon request 

2. Post on a Local Business’s award/recognition. 

3. Information of a community interest.  

4. Content regarding Local Businesses may be posted on the City’s 

social media pages only if it does not promote obscenity, 

profanity, or illegal activities. 

II. Community interest vs. Advertising of business 

1. Definition of community interest- a group of people who share a 

common interest or passion.  Content regarding Local Businesses 

will only be posted by the City of Ypsilanti on its social media sites 

and tools if it is of general interest to the community and 

consistent with the rules and guidelines of this policy. 

2. Definition of advertising of business- communicating with the 

public in an attempt to influence them toward buying products 

and/or services.  The purpose of this policy is not to serve as 

advertising for businesses and content regarding Local Business 
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will not be posted by the City of Ypsilanti on its social media sites 

and tools if this is the sole or chief purpose for such content.  

K. Press Release 

a. All press releases must be seen and approved by the City Manager’s designee 

before becoming public or being posted to any social media site. 

b. All press releases must contain the City’s boilerplate at the bottom of the press 

release.   

5. Amendments to this Policy: 

I. This social media policy may be amended by the City Manager, with notice to the City 

Council. 

II. A new or additional social media site or tool may use, including sites or tools specific to 

a City department, board, or commission, subject to the approval of the City Manager. 

All such sites or tools must be used in accordance with this policy. If a policy, rule, or 

guideline is needed for that is specific to that site or tool, it is subject to the approval of 

the City Manager, with notice to the City Council. 



REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
May 4, 2017 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
To:     Mayor and Council 
 
From:   Darwin D. P. McClary, City Manager  
 
Subject:         CLOSED SESSION – COLLECTIVE BARGAINING STRATEGY SESSION 

 

 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND:  
 
As council is aware, the collective bargaining agreements for all four of the city’s bargaining 
units expire on June 30, and administration is preparing for collective bargaining with IAFF, 
COAM, POAM, and AFSCME.  Administration is requesting to convene into closed session with 
council to discuss collective bargaining strategy pursuant to the Michigan Open Meetings Act so 
that council can provide clear direction regarding the bargaining process and issues. 
 
Administration recommends that council members review the current collective bargaining 
agreements online at http://cityofypsilanti.com/Archive.aspx?AMID=40 prior to the meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  To convene into closed session for the purpose of considering 
collective bargaining strategy pursuant to the Michigan Open Meetings Act. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: None 
 
 

 
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL:  DDPM  COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  04/18/17 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: Please review current AFSCME contract prior to the meeting. 
 
FISCAL SERVICES DIRECTOR APPROVAL:  ____________________________________ 

http://cityofypsilanti.com/Archive.aspx?AMID=40


Resolution No. 2017 - 108 
May 4, 2017 

 
 

 
 
 
 
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 

 
WHEREAS, the collective bargaining agreements for all four of the City of Ypsilanti’s bargaining 
units expire on June 30, 2017; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City Council and city administration to meet and confer in 
closed session on collective bargaining strategy prior to engaging in contract negotiations; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that the City Council does 
hereby approve convening into closed session pursuant to Section 8(c) of the Michigan Open 
Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, being MCL 15.268(c), for the purpose of strategy sessions 
connected with the negotiation of the IAFF, COAM, POAM, and AFSCME contracts. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:      
 
SUPPORTED BY:      
 
YES:   NO:   ABSENT:     VOTE:  



 Resolution No. 2017-109 
 May 4, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI: 
 
That the City Council Meeting be adjourned, on call, by the Mayor or two (2) members 
of Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERED BY:      
 
SUPPORTED BY:      
 
YES:      NO:    ABSENT:    VOTE:   
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   ACTION MINUTES 
 

 
                                             CITY OF YPSILANTI      

                        REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

                  CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – ONE SOUTH HURON ST. 
                                      YPSILANTI, MI  48197 

                                               THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017 
                                                             7:00 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 
II. ROLL CALL – 

 
Council Member Bashert   Present  Council Member Robb          Present 

Mayor Pro-Tem Brown   Present  Council Member Vogt  Present   

Council Member Murdock  Present  Mayor Edmonds           Absent 
Council Member Richardson  Present 

 
III. INVOCATION – 

 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – 

 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, 
one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

 
V. INTRODUCTIONS – 

 

VI. AGENDA APPROVAL – 
The agenda was approved as amended 

 
Change:  Resolution No. 2017-108, to approve convening into close session, was removed. 

 

VII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION - 
 

VIII. REMARKS BY THE MAYOR – 
 

IX. PUBLIC HEARINGS –  
 

1. Resolution approving a Brew Pub License for BKB Tap Inc., at 201 W. Michigan Ave. 

 

A. Resolution No. 2017-096, determination. 
Offered By:  Council Member Bashert; Seconded By: Council Member Murdock 

Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 
B. Open public hearing. 

C. Resolution No. 2017-097, close public hearing. 
Offered By:  Council Member Bashert; Seconded By: Council Member Murdock 

Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 
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2. Resolution approving a Redevelopment Class C license with a Dance/Entertainment 

permit for Ziggy’s, located at 206 W. Michigan Ave. 
 

A. Resolution No. 2017-098, determination. 
Offered By: Council Member Murdock; Seconded By: Council Member 

Richardson 

Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 
 

B. Open public hearing. 
C. Resolution No. 2017-099, close public hearing. 

Offered By: Council Member Murdock; Seconded By: Council Member 

Richardson 
Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 

 
3. Resolution to consider a Purchase Agreement with The Original and Only Thompson 

Block for the sale of City owned right-of-way around 400 N. River Rd. 
 

A. Resolution No. 2017-100, determination. 

Offered By: Council Member Robb; Seconded By: Council Member Bashert 
Tabled:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) Tabled Until May 11, 2017 

B. Open public hearing. 

C. Resolution No. 2017-101, close public hearing. 
Offered By: Council Member Robb; Seconded By: Council Member Vogt 

Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 
 

4. Resolution to consider purchase agreements, quit claim deeds, leases, or other contracts 

and documents to effectuate the conveyance of 845 Fredrick and 448 Huron according to 
the City Property Disposition Policy. 

 

A. Resolution No. 2017-102, determination. 

Offered By: Council Member Richardson; Seconded By: Council Member Vogt 

Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 
 

B. Open public hearing. 
C. Resolution No. 2017-103, close public hearing. 

Offered By: Council Member Richardson; Seconded By: Council Member 

Bashert 
Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 

 
 

X. RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS – 
 

1. Resolution No. 2017- 104, approving Ordinance 1287 to amend the Ypsilanti City Code to combine 

the subsection that makes it illegal for a person to allow occupancy without a valid Certificate of 
Compliance in a multiple dwelling with the subsection that makes it illegal for a person to allow 

occupancy without a valid Certificate of Compliance in one- or two-unit rental dwelling. (Second 
Reading) (Attorney) 

Offered By: Council Member Vogt; Seconded By: Council Member Murdock 

Approved:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 
 

2. Resolution No. 2017-105, approving appointments to Boards and Commissions. (Mayor) 
Offered By: Council Member Vogt; Seconded By: Council Member Murdock 
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Approved as Amended:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 

 
3. Resolution No. 2017-105A, approving non-resident appointment to Boards and Commissions. 

Offered By: Council Member Vogt; Seconded By: Council Member Murdock 
Approved:  Yes – 5; No – 1 (Robb); Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 

 

4. Resolution No. 2017-106, determining to submit the Water Street Debt Millage Initiatory proposal to 
the electors of the City. (Attorney) 

Offered By: Council Member Murdock; Seconded By: Council Member Richardson 

Approved:  Yes – 5; No – 1 (Robb); Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 

 
5. Resolution No. 2017-107, approving a City Social Media Policy. (Community Development) 

Offered By: Council Member Robb; Seconded By: Council Member Bashert 
Tabled:  Yes – 6; No – 0; Absent – 1 (Edmonds) 

 
XI. LIASON REPORTS – 

 

A. SEMCOG Update 
B. Washtenaw Area Transportation Study 

C. Urban County 
D. Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority 

E. Eastern Washtenaw Safety Alliance 

F. Police-Community Relations/Black Lives Matter Joint Task Force 
G. Friends of Rutherford Pool   

H. Housing Equity Leadership Team 
I. Economic Development Coordinating Committee 

 

XIII. COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS – 
 

XIV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR – 
 

XV. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER – 
 

XVI. COMMUNICATIONS –  

 
XVII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – 

 
XVIII. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR – 

 

XIX. CLOSED SESSION – 
 

Resolution No. 2017-108, to approve convening into closed session pursuant to Section 8(c) of the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, being MCL 15.268(c), for the purpose of strategy 

sessions connected with the negotiation of the IAFF, COAM, POAM, and AFSCME contracts.  (Removed) 
 

XX. ADJOURNMENT - 

 
Resolution No. 2017-109, adjourning the City Council meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:01 p.m. 
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